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No. 2538. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN GREECE AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
COMMON DEFENSE PROGRAM AND ANY AND ALL
FOREIGN AID PROGRAMS OF THE UNITED STATES.
ATHENS, 4 FEBRUARY 1953

I

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 252

The Embassyof the United Statesof America presentsits complimentsto
the RoyalMinistry of ForeignAffairs, andhasthe honor to refer to the Embassy’s
note No. 160, datedNovember3, 1952, and to subsequentdiscussionsbetween
representativesof the Greek Governmentand the Governmentof the United
Statesregardingthe privileges,immunities and exemptionsfrom taxes or other
levies and chargeswhich shall be accordedby the Governmentof Greecein the
interestof facilitating and expeditingthe implementationof the common defense
programandany andall foreign programsof the United States.

There is transmitted herewith a Memorandum of Understandingdated
February4, 1953, incorporating the agreementsreachedin the course of the
aforementioneddiscussions.

It is respectfully requestedthat the Ministry confirm that the Memorandum
of February4 transmitted with this note is acceptableto the Governmentof
Greece.

The Embassyavails itself of this opportunityto renew to the RoyalMinistry
of Foreign Affairs the assurancesof its highest consideration.

Enclosure:
Memorandumof Understanding

Athens, February 4, 1953

To the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Athens

1 Came into force on 4 February 1953 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF

GREECE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES RE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMON DEFENSE PROGRAM AND ANY
AND ALL FOREIGN AID PROGRAMS OF THE UNITED STATES

PRIVILEGES, IMMUNITIES AND EXEMPTIONS FROM TAXES OR OTHER LEVIES AND CHARGES

The Governmentof the United States,by virtue of common defenseagreements,
is presentlyengagedin a variety of expendituresfor the Commondefenseeffort, including
constructionand/orprocurementin Europeof military supplies,materialsand equipment,
facilitiesandso-calledcommon-useitemsrequiredby the United Statesand by countries
participating in theNorth Atlantic Treaty Organization. Such programsmay be im-
plementedby agreementsto whichtheUnited StatesGovernmentis a partyenteredinto
directly with thegovernmentsof membercountriesorwith manufacturersand/orsuppliers
in the membercountries, or by agreementsto which the United States Government
is not a party but which are financed in whole or in part by the United States
Government. The United StatesGovernmentis alsobringing into member countries
materials,equipment,supplies,andgoodsrequiredfor suchcommondefense.

Consequently,in the interest of facilitating and expediting emplementationof
thecommondefenseprogramandany andall foreign aidprogramsof theUnited States,
theGovernmentof Greeceagreesthat propertyto which theUnited Stateshasacquired
title or a lien shall be accorded extra-territoriality (immunity from the jurisdiction
of the Greekcivil andcriminal courts), and that any expendituresof the United States
Governmentfor equipment,materials,facilities, or servicesconnectedwith suchcommon
defenseprogram and suchforeign and programsof theUnited StatesGovernmentwill
beexemptfrom taxes,dues,or fees whichmight affect suchexpenditures. This exemp-
tion will be affordedto theUnited StatesGovernmentpursuantto mutually satisfactory
arrangementsand proceduresdevelopedin consultationbetweenthe two Governments
and implementedby decisionsof the Minister of Finance.

In addition, theGovernmentof Greecewill extendto theUnited States,its property,
and the contracts,sub-contracts,and activities entered into, undertakenor financed
in wholeor in part by theUnitedStatesin Greecein connectionwith thecommondefense
or any foreign aid programs,the sameprivilegesand immunities and exemptionsfrom
taxesor otherleviesandchargesashaveheretoforebeengrantedto theAmericanMission
for Aid to Greeceby theprovisionsof LegislativeDecree694/1948resettlementof matters
regardingthe American program for aid to Greece.

Athens, February4, 1953

No. 2538
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ii:

MINISTERE ROYAL DES AFFAIRES ETRANG~RES
No. 408

NOTE VERBALE

The Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the
Embassyof the United Statesof America and has the honour to acknowledge
receipt of its note 252 and of a Memorandumof Understandingbetween the
Governmentof Greeceandthe Governmentof theUnited StatesdatedFebruary4,
1953, concerningthe implementationof the CommonDefenceProgram andany
and all foreign aid programs of the United States.

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs confirms that the provisionscontainedin
the Memorandumquoted above are acceptableto the Governmentof Greece.

The RoyalMinistry avails itself of this opportunityto renew to the Embassy
of the United Statesthe assurancesof its highestconsideration.

Athens,February 4, 1953

To the Embassyof the United Statesof America
Athens

)~o2538


