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No. 2438. PROTOCOL’ CONCERNING THE EUROPEAN
CONFERENCEOF MINISTERS OFTRANSPORT.SIGNED
AT BRUSSELS,ON 17 OCTOBER 1953

The Governmentsrepresentedat the EuropeanConferenceof Ministers
of Transportmeeting in Brusselsfrom 13th to 17th October1953;

Desirousof instituting a procedurewhereby effective stepscan be taken
to co-ordinateand rationaliseEuropeaninland transport of international im-
portance;

Have agreedas follows

Article I

EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF TRANSPORT

There is hereby organiseda EuropeanConferenceof Ministers of Tran-
sport (hereinafterreferred to as the “Conference“).

Article 2

STRUCTURE OF THE CONFERENCE

The Conferenceshall comprise:

a) A Council of Ministers of Transport (hereinafterreferred to as the
Council);

b) A Committee of Deputies(hereinafterreferredto as the Committee);

Thesetwo bodiesshallbe assistedby Administrative Secretaries.

Article 3

PURPOSESOF THE CONFERENCE

The purposesof the Conferenceshall be
a) to take whatevermeasuresmay be necessaryto achieve, at generalor

regional level, the maximum use and most rational developmentof European
inland transport of internationalimportance;

1 In accordancewith article 14 (4), theProtocolcameinto force on 31 December1953, having
been finally approved,either by signaturewithout reservationas to ratification or by signature
followed by ratification, by the six following governments:

a) by signaturewithout reservationas to ratification on 17 October1953
FederalRepublicof Germany Italy
France Switzerland
b) by depositof the instrumentof ratification on the datesindicated:
Belgium* 17 November1953
British/United StatesZoneof theFreeTerritory of Trieste 31 December1953

The Protocolsubsequentlycameinto force in respectof Swedenon 8 January1954,upon the
depositof theinstrumentof ratification.

* This protocol is not applicableto the territories of Belgian Congoand Ruanda-Urundi.
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b) to co-ordinateand promote the activities of internationalorganisations
concernedwith European inland transport, taking into account the work of
supranationalauthoritiesin this field.

Article 4

MEMBERSHTP AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONFERENCE

I. The members of the Conferenceshall be the contracting parties to
the present Protocol.

2. The associatemembersof the Conference shall be the Government
of the United Statesof America and the Governmentof Canada,if they so
request,andany other Government,after its application for associatemember-
ship has receivedthe unanimousapprovalof the Council.

3. Associatemembersmay be representedby observersat all meetings
of the Council and of the Committee.All documentsoriginating in the Con-
ferenceshall be communicatedto them.

Article 5

CouNcIL OF MINISTERS

The Council shall be composedof those Ministers who are responsible
for inland transport in their own Governments.In thosecaseswhere, in one
Government,different inland transport questionsare dealt with by two or
moreMinisters,any of thoseMinistersmay participatein the work of the Coun-
cil providedthat no memberGovernmentshall havemorethan onevote in the
Council.

Article 6

COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES

1. The Committee shall be composedof officials appointedon the basis
of onedeputyfor eachMinister, it beingunderstoodthateachmemberGovern-
ment shall haveno more thanone vote in the Committee.

2. The function of the Committeeshall be

a) to preparefor each meetingof the Council;
b) to deal with questionsdelegatedto it by the Council;

c) to report on the measurestaken in different countries to implement
the conclusionsreachedwithin the Conference.
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Article 7

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

a) Theadministrativeseatof the Conferenceshallbe in Paris.The Council
shall meet at the administrativeseat of the Conference,or elsewhere,as they
may decide.The Committee shall normally meet at the administrativeseat of
the Conference.They may, however,meet elsewhereif the Council so decide
with the agreementof the Governmentconcerned.

b) The administrativesecretariatshall be administratively integratedwith
the secretariatof the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomic Co-operationbut
they shallbe solely underthe operationalcontrol of the Conference.The Admi-
nistrativeSecretariesshall be appointedwith the agreementof the Conference.
They shallbe responsiblefor the preparationof the agenda,recordsandminutes
of the meetingsof the Council or Committee. They shall also take note of the
conclusionsof the Conferenceand shallbe responsiblefor the distribution of
documentsand the safekeepingof the archives of the Conference.

Article 8

RESTRICTED GROUPS

a) Restrictedgroupsmay be formed for the purposeof initiating studies
and discussions,within the framework of the Conference,of questionswhich
are of specialinterest to certain membersand are coveredby the purposesof
the Conference.

b) The Council shallbe notified of the formation of any restrictedgroup
and kept informed of the generalprogressof its work.

c) If the other membersconsidertheir interestsare involved they will
be allowed to follow the studiesand discussionsof the restrictedgroup, but
they will not be able to opposetheir being carried out within the framework
of the Conference.

Article 9

CONCLUSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

a) The conclusionsreachedwithin the Conferenceshall be put into effect
in the countries in agreementwith them in that the Ministers of Transport
concerned,acting individually within the area of their national competence,
shall take or proposewhatevermeasuresmay seemto them to be most appro..
priate.

b) Wheneverthe conclusionof a generalor restrictedinternationalagree-
ment seemsnecessary,each Minister of Transportconcernedshall seekfrom
his Governmentfull powersto enablehim, or any personor personsspecially

N° 2438



1954 Naz~onsUnies — Recueildes Traités 49

appointedfor thepurpose,to concludetheinternationalagreementin question.
Any internationalagreementso concludedbetweena limited numberof member
governmentsshallbe openfor accessionby othermembergovernments.

c) The Conferenceor a restricted group may, by unanimousagreement,
in any particular instance, notwithstandingthe provisionsof (a) and (b) above
transmit its conclusions to any international organisationcompetent to take
decisions with a requestthat the organisationin question should adopt the
conclusionconcernedas its own decision.

d) Any Governmentwhich is a memberof the Conferencebut is not a
memberof an internationalorganisationwhich may havetakena decisionunder
the provisionsof paragraph(c) abovemay notify the Conferenceof its intention
to act as thoughit were boundby that decision.

Article 10

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

a) The Organisationfor EuropeanEconomicCo-operationwill be invited
to paythe salariesandexpensesof the Administrativesecretariatandto provide
whateverfacilities may be required for the properworking of the Conference.
Whenevera body of the Conferencemeetselsewherethan at the administrative
seatof the Conference,the host country shallpay all the expensesincurred by
the meeting except the salaries of the administrativesecretariatwhich shall
be paid by the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomicCo-operation.

b) Member governmentsof the Conferencewho are ~ot membersof the
Organisation for European Economic Co-operation will contribute to the
expensesof the Conferenceunderspecialarrangementsto be concludedbetween
them and the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomic Co-operation.

c) The detailed application of this Article and of Article 7 above shall
be the subjectof an arrangementbetweenthe Conferenceandthe Organisation
for EuropeanEconomic Co-operation.

Article 11

RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

a) The Conferencemay establish relationswith a~iysupranationalinter-
governmentalor non-governmentalinternational organisationconcernedwith
Europeaninland transport.

b) Wheneverparticular technicalquestionsunder discussionin the Con-
ference may require the undertakingof special studies, the Council or the
Committeewill, wheneverpossibleand in whatevermannerseemsmost suit-
able, invite an appropriateinter-governmentalor non-governmentalinterna-

N°2438
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tional organisationconcernedwith European inland transport to carry out
the studiesrequired.The Committeeshall, on the basisof thesestudies,submit
its conclusionsto the Council for approval.

c) (1) It is recognisedthat the Conferencehasamajor interestin consulting
the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomic Co-operation on questionsof
Europeaninland transportof general economic importance,and also in
consultingthe otherorganisationsreferredto in paragraph(a) above on
problemsof transport in their respective fields. This consultationshall,
as far as possible,be on a reciprocalbasis.

(2) If the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomic Co-operationconsid-
ers that a question studied by the Conference is of general economic
importance,it may unanimouslyrequestto be consulted,it beingunder-
stoodthat the Conferencemay equally request,underthe sameconditions,
to be consultedby the Organisationfor EuropeanEconomicCo-operation
on problems falling within its own competence.

Article 12

RULES OF PROCEDURE

1. The Rulesof the Procedureannexedheretoshall govern the work of
the Conference.

2. The Council may, by unanimousdecision, revise or make additions
to the Rules of Procedure.

Article 13

AMENDMENTS

Any amendments’to this Protocol may be adoptedby the Council, the
Ministersactingunanimouslyandfurnishedwith full powersfrom their Govern-
ments. Any such amendmentsshall enter into force when all the member
Governmentshaveapprovedthem.

Article 14

SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION AND ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. The presentProtocol shall remain open for signature, in Brussels,
until 1St May, 1954, to all Governmentsrepresentedat the EuropeanCon-
ferenceof TransportMinistersheld at Brusselsfrom 13th to 17thOctober1953.

2. Any such Governmentmay becomea contractingparty to the present
Protocol:

a) by signaturewithout reservationas to ratification;
b) by signaturewith reservationas to ratification, followed by ratification.
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3. In the casesreferred to in paragraph2 (b) above, the instrumentsof
ratification shall be depositedwith the Belgian Government,and shall take
effect upon deposit. The Belgian Governmentshall notify the Governments
referredto in paragraphI aboveof the deposit of instrumentsof ratification.

4. The presentProtocol shall enter into force when six Governments
havefinally approvedit, eitherby signaturewithout reservationas to ratification
or by signaturefollowed by ratification, as the casemay be. For eachGovern-
ment signing without reservationas to ratification or ratifying after the entry
into force of the presentProtocol,the Protocolshallenterinto force upon signa-
ture or ratification, as the case may be.

5. Nevertheless,pendingthe entry into force of this Protocol, thoseGo-
vernmentswho havesignedwith reservationas to ratification agree,in order
to avoid delay, to put it into operationupon signatureon a provisional basis
in so far as their severalconstitutional requirementspermit.

Article 15

ACCESSION

1. Any non-signatoryEuropeanGovernmentmay becomea contracting
partyto the presentProtocolby accessionthereto,after its applicationfor mem-
bership of the Conferencehas been unanimouslyapprovedby the Council.

2. Instrumentsof accessionshallbedepositedwith the Belgian Government
andshall take effect upon deposit.

Article 16

WITHDRAWAL

Any memberGovernmentmay withdraw from the presentProtocol by
giving six months’ notice to the Belgian Government,which shall notify other
memberGovernments.

No 2438
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EN FOI DE QUOI, les Plénipoten-
tiaires soussignés,dümerit autorisés
a cet effet, ont signé le presentPro-
tocole.

FAIT a Bruxelles, le 17 octobre
1953, en francais et en anglais, les
deux textes faisant egalement foi,
en un seul exemplaire qui restera
déposé aux archives du Gouverne-
ment de la Belgique, qui en commu-
niquera copie certifiée conforme a
tous les gouvernementsparticipants.

Pour la Républiquefédérale
d’Allemagne

For the Federal
Germany:

SEEBOHM

Republicof

Pourl’Autriche
Pourla Belgique

Pour le Royaume-Uni de Grande-
Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord:

For Austria
For Belgium

For Denmark

For the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland:

1 Subject to ratification.
~Sous reservede ratification.

No. 2438

Subjectto ratification2

SELKIRK

IN WITNESS WHEREOF

signed Plenipotentiaries
authorized to that effect
the presentProtocol.

the under-
being duly
have signed

DONE at Brussels this 17th day
of October 1953, in the English and
French languages,both texts being
equally authentic, in a single copy
which shall remain deposited in the
archives of the Belgian Government
by which certified copies will be
communicatedto all the participating
Governments.

Sousreservede ratification’

P.-W. SEGERS

Pourle Danemark

Pourl’Espagne

Pourla France

Adreferendum

Palle CHRISTENSEN

For Spain

Sousreservede ratificationt

Le Comte DE VALLELLANO

For France

J. CHASTELLAIN
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PourIa Grèce: For Greece
Pourl’Italie : For Italy

Bernardo MATTARELLA

Pourle Luxembourg: For Luxembourg

Ad referendumet sous la reserve expressede l’approbation de l’arrangement a
conclure, conformementa l’article 10, c’

V. BODSON

PourIa Norvège For Norway

Subject to ratification2

JakobPETTERSEN

Pourles Pays-Bas: For the Netherlands
Sousreserve de ratification3

J. ALGERA

Pourle Portugal : ForPortugal
Ad referendum

M. GOMES DE ARAUJO

Pourla Suede: For Sweden

Subjectto ratification2

Sven ANDERSSON

Pourla Suisse : For Switzerland

ESCHER

Pourla Turquie : For Turkey

Sous reserve de ratification3

K. ZEYTINOGLU

Pour Ia Zone Anglo-américaine For the British United-States Zone
du Territoire libre deTrieste : of the free territory of Trieste:

Sousreservede ratification3

COSULICH

‘Ad referendumand subjectto the expressreservationthat thearrangementto beconcluded
in conformity with article 10 (c) shall be approved.

~Sousreservede ratification.

~‘ Subjectto ratification.

N°2438
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RULES OF PROCEDUREFOR THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
OF MINISTERS OF TRANSPORT

Rule 1
CoUNcIL

a) The Council shall electon the agreementof the majority of memberspresent
a Bureau consisting of a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen. This Bureaushall in
principle be re-electedannually andshall remainin office until new officersare elected.

b) The outgoingChairmanshall normally bereplacedby theseniorVice-Chairman
of the previousyearand the latter by thejunior Vice-Chairmanof the previousyear.

c) If, while holding office, a memberof the Bureaushould relinquishhis responsi-
bilities for transportin his own Government,he shall automaticallybe succeededby
his successorin his Government.

Rule 2

The Council shall in principle be convenedby its Chairmanat least oncea year.
In addition,a meetingof the Council shall be convenedby theChairmanon theexpress
requestof not less thanone-thirdof the members.

Rule 3

COMMITTEE

The Bureauof the Committeeshallconsistof a Chairmanand two Vice-Chairmen.
In order to ensureclose co-operationbetween the Bureauxof the Council and the
Committee,the Chairmanand Vice-Chairmenof the Committeeshall be respectively
the deputiesof the Chairmanand Vice-Chairmenof the Council.

Rule 4

The Committeeshall meet as often as it considersnecessaryand, in any case,at
eachsessionof the Council. In addition,a meetingof the Committeeshallbe convened
by the Chairmanat the requestor with theagreementof not less than one-thirdof the
members.

Rule 5

Unless the Council decidesotherwise,meetings of both the Council and of the

Committeeshall be held in private.
Rule 6

RESTRICTED GROUPS

The restricted groups formedin accordancewith Article 8 of the Protocol shall

determinetheir own methodsof work.

Rule 7
AGENDA

a) Beforeeachmeetingof the Council or of the Committeethe Bureauconcerned
shall draw up a provisionalagenda.
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b) The first item on the agendashall be a discussionof the measurestaken by
membercountriesto implementthe Conclusionsof the Conference.

c) The provisionalagendashall be madeavailableto all membersnot lessthansix
weeksbeforethedateof eachsessionof the Councilandnot lessthanthreeweeksbefore
thedateof eachsessionof the Committee.

d) At theopeningof eachsessionany membershall have the right to proposean
item for inclusion in the provisionalagenda. Thereafterthe agendashall be adopted
by a majority of memberspresent.

Rule 8

VOTING

The Resolutionsagreeduponby the Councilor theCommitteeonmattersof proced-
ure relating to the progressof their workshallbe adoptedby a majority of themembers
present,unlessotherwisespeciallyprovided.

Rule 9

QUORUM

The Council and the Committee shall not meet unlessa minimum of two-thirds

of the membersare presentor represented.

Rule 10

RECORDS

Recordsshall be preparedof all meetingsof the Council andof theCommittee.

Rule 11

HEARINGS

Whenthe Conferencediscussesa subjectwhich comeswithin the competenceof
aninternationalorganisation,arrangementsmaybemadeby a majorityof the Committee
to hearthe viewsof that Organisation.

Rule 12

MISCELLANEOUS

ExceptwheretheBureauof the Councilor of the Committeemay decideotherwise,
documentsoriginating in the Conferenceshall be communicatedonly to memberand
associateGovernments.

Rule 13

The Bureauof the Council may with the agreementof the Council issue press
communiquéson thework of the Conference.

N°2438
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FINAL ACT

The EuropeanConferenceof Ministers of Transportsheld at Brussels
from 13th - 17th October, 1953,

With a view to reachingcommon accord on questionsconcerningEuro-
peanInland Transports,

Has adoptedand openedfor signaturethe text of a Protocol concerning
the EuropeanConferenceof Ministersof Transports,with an Annex containing
Rulesof Procedure;

And has in additionadoptedthe following ResolutionsConcerning:

1) Rail Transportproblems:
— Joint use of goodswagons;
— Adoption of rational routesfor the transport of goods by rail and

the unification of tariff rates;
— Standardisationof equipmentand electrification;
— International financing of purchasesof railways rolling stock;
— Measuresto increasethe numberof signatoriesto the International

Conventionson Rail Transportsand to expeditethe ratification of
International Conventionsdrafted by specialisedAgencies.

2) Road Transportproblems

— Developmentof internationaltraffic arteries;
— Roadsigns andsignals;
— Weights and dimensionsof motor vehicles;
— Regulationsfor international transport;
— Road traffic;
— Provisionof frontier postson main internationaltraffic arteries.

3) Inland WaterwaysTransportProblems

— Compilation of a list of developmentprojects for inland waterways
of interestto Europeas a whole;

— International problems involved in the use of inland waterways.

4) Generalproblemsrelating to the threemodesof transport

— Capital investmentin transport;
— Perishablegoods.

N~2438
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EN FOL DE QUOI Ies soussignésout IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signé le presentActe Final, signed representativeshave signed

the PresentFinal Act.

FAIT a Bruxelles, le 17 octobre DONE at Brussels the 17th day
1953, en un seul exemplaire,en lan- October, 1953, in a single copy in
gues fraricaise et anglaise. the English and French languages.

PourIa Républiquefédéraled’Alle- For the FederalRepublicof Germany:
magne

SEEBOHM

Pourl’Autriche : For Austria

PourIa Belgique : For Belgium

P.-W. SEGERS

Pourle Danemark: For Denmark

Ad referendum

Palle CHRISTENSEN

Pourl’Espagne: For Spain

Sousreservede ratification1

Le Comte DE VALLELLANO

Pourla France: For France

J. CHASTELLAIN

Pour le Royaume-Unide Grande- For the United Kingdom of Great
Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord: Britain and Northern Ireland:

SELKIRK

Pourla Grèce : For Greece

Pourl’Italie : For Italy

Bernardo MATTARELLA

‘Subject to ratification.
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Pourle Luxembourg : For Luxembourg

V. BODSON

Pourla Norvége: For Norway

Subjectto ratification’

Jakob PETTERSEN

PourlesPays-Bas: For the Netherlands

J. ALGERA

Pourle Portugal : For Portugal

M. GOMES DE ARAUJO

PourIa Suede: For Sweden

SvenANDERSSON

PourIa Suisse: For Switzerland

ESCHER

PourIa Turquie : For Turkey

K. ZEYTINOGLU

Pour Ia Zone Anglo-américaine For the British-United States Zone
du Territoire libre de Trieste: of the free territory of Trieste:

COSULICH

~Sousreservede ratification.
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