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No. 2573. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENTOF ETHIOPIA
REGARDING THE FEDERATION OF ERITREA WITH
ETHIOPIA UNDER THE SOVEREIGNTYOF THE ETHIO-
PIAN CROWN. ADDIS ABABA, 27 AND 29 AUGUST 1952

I

Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat AddisAbaba to the Ethiopian Ministerfor Foreign
Affairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

Addis Ababa,27thAugust, 1952

Your Excellency,

As your Excellency will recall, it had been requestedand subsequently
agreedthat His Imperial Majesty should delay ratification of the FederalAct
until the 1stSeptember. I havenow the honourto proposethat the ratification
of the FederalAct be postponeduntil the 11thSeptember.

2. It is laid down in paragraph14 of the ResolutionNo. 390 (V) of the
2nd December,1950,2whichprovidedfor the federationof Eritreawith Ethiopia
underthe sovereigntyof the EthiopianCrown, that the transferof powershall
takeplace as soonas the Eritrean Constitutionandthe FederalAct shall enter
into effect.3 Since the Eritrean Constitution has alreadybeen ratified by His
Imperial Majesty, it follows that, if the FederalAct is ratified, asproposedin
paragraph1 above, on the 11th September,it, as well as the federation, will
enterinto effecton that day.

3. In our recentdiscussionson this matter, it has been agreedthat the
words “ as soonas “ in paragraph14 of the United Nations Resolutionshould
be interpretedas meaningto provide the minimum of time actually necessary
to effect the transfer (effectuermatériellement),that is, threeor four days, and

Cameinto force on 29 August 1952 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
2 United Nations, Official Recordsof the GeneralAssembly,Fifth session,SupplementNo. 20

(A/i 775).
The following information is given by the United Kingdom (Treaty SeriesNo. 22 (1954),

Cmd. 9110) “September15, 1952 “.



332 United Nations— Treaty Series 1954

in any case by the 15thSeptember. I havethereforethe honour to propose
that the transferof powerto the Federaland Eritrean Governmentsshall have
beencompletedby the 15thSeptember.

4. I shallbegladto learnwhetheryour Excellency,on behalfof the Imperial
Ethiopian Government,is in agreementwith the foregoingproposals. In that
event, I would further proposethat the presentnote and your Excellency’s
reply theretoshould be regardedas constituting an Agreementbetweenour
two Governmentsin this matter.

I have,&c.

DouglasL. BUSK

II

The Ethiopian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Her Majesty’s Ambassadorat
AddisAbaba

Addis Ababa,29th August, 1952
Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to acknowledgethe receipt of your Excellency’snote
of 27th August, 1952, readingas follows:

[SeenoteI]

I take pleasure in confirming the agreementof the Imperial Ethiopian
Governmentto the proposalsset out in the above-quotednoteandto request
your Excellencyto acceptthe presentreply as constitutingand completing the
Agreementbetweenour two Governmentsin this matter.

I avail, &c.,
AKLu~ou

No. 2573


