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No. 2588. CONSTITUTION’ OF THE EUROPEANCOMMIS-
SION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH
DISEASE. APPROVED BY THE CONFERENCEOF THE
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS, AT ITS SEVENTH SESSION,ROME,
11 DECEMBER 1953

PREAMBLE

Th’~contractingGovernments,having regardto the urgent necessityof
preventingth~recurrenceof the heavy lossesto Europeanagriculture caused
by the repeatedoutbreaksof foot-and-mouthdisease,herebyestablisha Com-
missionto be known asthe EuropeanCommissionfor the Control of Foot-and-
Mouth Disease,whose object shall be to promotenational and international
actionwith respectto controlmeasuresagainstfoot-and-mouthdiseaseinEurope.

Article I

MEMBERSHIP

The ~Iembersof the EuropeanCommissionfor the Control of Foot-and-
Mouth Disease(hereinafterreferred to as the “Commission”) shall be such
EuropeanMember Nations of the Food and Agriculture Organizationof the
United Nations (hereinafterreferred to as the “Organization”) and/or of the
International Office of Epizootics (hereinafterreferred to as the “Office”) as
acceptthis Constitutionin accordancewith the provisionsof Article XV. The
Commission,by a two-thirds majority of the votes castproviding suchmajority
is greaterthan half of its membership,may, with the approval of the Council
of the Organization,in conformity with the provisionsof Article XV (3), admit
to membershipany otherEuropeanNation which hassubmittedan application
for membershipand a declarationmadein a formal instrumentthat it accepts
the obligationsof this Constitutionas in force at the time of admission.

‘Came into force on 12 June1954,thedateof thereceiptby theDirector-Generalof theFood
andAgriculture Organizationof theUnitedNationsof thesixthnotificationof acceptancein accord-
ancewith Article XIX of the Consti~ution.

Following are the datesof receiptof thenotifications of acceptance:

Norway 11 December1953
Yugoslavia 14 December1953
Ireland 16 December1953
Denmark 4 February 1954
UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland 1 March 1954
Netherlands 12 june 1954



288 United Nations— Treaty Series 1954

The Organization,the Office andthe Organizationfor EuropeanEconomic
Cooperationshallhavethe right to be representedat all sessionsof the Commis-
sionanditsCommittees,but their representativesshallnot havethe right to vote.

Article II

OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS REGARDING NATIONAL POLICIES AND INTERNATIONAL

COOPERATION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

1. Membersundertaketo control foot-and-mouthdiseasewith a view to
its ultimate eradicationby the institution of suitable quarantineand sanitary
measuresandby one or moreof the following methods:

1) a slaughterpolicy
2) slaughtertogetherwith vaccination
3) maintenanceof totally immune cattle population by vaccination
4) vaccinationin zonessurroundingoutbreaks.

Methods adoptedshall be rigorously carriedout.

2. Membersadopting policy 2 or 4 undertaketo haveavailable a supply
of virus for vaccine production and a supply of vaccine sufficient to ensure
adequateprotectionagainstthe diseasein caseof an outbreak. EachMember
shall collaboratewith andassistotherMembersin all concertedmeasuresfor the
control of foot-and-mouthdisease,andin particular in the provision of vaccine
and virus where necessary. The quantitiesof virus and vaccineto be stored
for national and internationaluseshall be determinedby Membersin the light
of the findings of the Commissionandthe advice of the Office.

3. Membersshall make such arrangementsfor the typing of virus from
outbreaksof foot-and-mouthdiseaseas may be requiredby the Commission
and shall immediately notify the Commissionand the Office of the results of
such typing.

4. Membersundertaketo provide the Commissionwith any information
which it may needto carry out its functions. In particular, Membersshall
immediately report to the Commissionandto the Office any outbreakof foot-
and-mouthdiseaseand its extent and shall make suchfurther detailedreports
as the Commission may require.

Article III

SEAT

1. The seatof the Commissionand its Secretariatshall be in Romeat the
Headquartersof the Organization.
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2. Sessionsof the Commissionshall be held at its seat, unlessthey are
convenedelsewherein pursuanceof a decisionof the Commissionat a previous
session,or, in exceptionalcircumstances,of a decision of the Executive Com-
mittee.

Article IV

GENERAL FUNCTIONS

The following shallbe the generalfunctionsof the Commission:

1. To enter into arrangements,through the Director-Generalof the Or-
ganization, with the Office within the frameworkof any agreementsbetween
the Organizationand the Office to ensurethat:

1.1 All Membersareprovided with technicaladvice on any problem
relatingto the control of foot-and-mouthdisease.

1.2 Comprehensiveinformation on outbreaks of the disease and
identification of virus is collected and disseminatedas quickly as possible.

1.3 Special research work required on foot-and-mouthdiseaseis
carried out.

2. To collect information on nationalprogramsfor the control of, and re-
searchon, foot-and-mouthdisease.

3. To determine,in consultationwith the Membersconcerned,the nature
andextentof assistanceneededby suchMembersfor implementingtheir national
programs.

4. To stimulateandplanjoint actionwhereverrequiredto overcomediffi-
culties in the implementationof control programsand to this effect arrange
meanswherebyadequateresourcescan be madeavailable,for example,for the
production and storageof vaccine, through agreementsbetweenMembers.

5. To arrangefor suitable facilities for the typing of virus.

6. To studythe possibility of establishinginternationallaboratoryfacilities
to dealwith the typing of virus andthe productionof vaccines.

7. To maintaina registerof stocksof virus andvaccinesavailablein various
countriesand to keepthe position continuouslyunderreview.

8. To offer adviceto other organizationson the allocationof any available
funds for assistingin the control of foot-and-mouthdiseasein Europe.

9. To enterinto arrangements,through the Director-Generalof the Or-
ganization,with otherorganizations,regionalgroupsor with Nationsnot Mem-
bersof the Commission,for participation in the work of the Commissionor its
Committees,or for mutualassistanceon problemsof controllingfoot-and-mouth
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disease. Thesearrangementsmayinclude the establishmentof, or participation
in, joint committees.

10. To considerandapprovethe reportof the ExecutiveCommitteeon the
activities of the Commission,the annualaccountsand thebudgetandprogram
for the ensuingyear,for submissionto theCouncil of the Organizationthrough
the Director-General.

Article V

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS

The following shall be the specialfunctions of the Commission:

1. To assistin controllingoutbreaksin emergencysituationsin any manner
consideredappropriateby the Commissionand the Memberor Memberscon-
cerned. For this purposethe Commissionor its ExecutiveCommitteein con-
formity with the provisionsof Article XI (5) may useany uncommittedbalances
of the AdministrativeBudgetreferredto in Article XIII (7) aswell as any supple-
mentary contributions which may be provided for emergencyaction under
Article XIII (4).

2. To takesuitableaction in the following fields:

2.1 Productionand/orstorageof virus and/orvaccinesby or on behalf
of the Commission,for distribution to any Memberin caseof need.

2.2 Promotionwhen necessaryof the establishmentby a Memberor
Membersof “cordons sanitaires” to preventthe spreadof disease.

3. To carry outsuchfurtherspecialprojectsas maybe suggestedby Mem-
bersor by theExecutiveCommitteeandapprovedby the Commissionfor achiev-
ing the purposesof the Commissionas set forth in this Constitution.

4. Fundsfrom the surplusof the Administrative Budgetmay be usedfor
the purposesstated in paragraphs2 and 3 of this Article when suchaction is
approvedby theCommissionby atwo-thirds majorityof the votescast,providing
such majority is more than one half of the membershipof the Commission.

Article VI

ORGANIZATION

1. EachMembershall be representedat Sessionsof the Commissionby a
single delegatewho may be accompaniedby an alternateand by expertsand
advisers. A1ter~ates,expertsand advisersmay takepart in the proceedingsof
the Commissionbut not vote, except in the caseof an alternatewho is duly
authorizedto substitutefor the delegate.
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2. EachMembershallhaveonevote. Decisionsof the Commissionshall
be takenby a majority of the votes cast except as otherwiseprovided in this
Constitution. A majority of the Membersof the Commissionshall constitute
a quorum.

3. The Commissionshall elect, at the beginning of each regular session,
a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen from amongst the delegates. These
Officers shallhold office until the beginningof the next regularsession,without
prejudice to the right of re-election.

4. The Director-Generalof the Organization in consultation with the
Chairmanof the Commissionshallconvenea regularsessionof the Commission
at leastonceayear. Specialsessionsmay beconvenedby the Director-General,
in consultationwith the Chairmanof the Commission,or if so requestedby the
Commissionin regularsessionsor by at least one-thirdof the Membersduring
intervalsbetweenregularsessions.

Article VII

COMMITTEES

1. The Commissionmayestablishtemporary,specialor standingcommittees
to study and report on matterspertainingto the purposeof the Commission.

2. TheseCommitteesshall be convenedby the Director-Generalof the
Organization in consultationwith the Chairman of the Commission, at such
timesand placesas are in accordancewith the objectivesfor which they were
established.

3. The Commissionshalldeterminethe membershipof such committees.

4. Eachcommitteeshall electits own Chairman.

Article VIII

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Subjectto the provisionsof this Constitution,the Commissionshall with
the concurrenceof the Director-Generalof the Organization,drawup its own
Rulesof Procedureand Financial Regulationsin conformity with the Rulesof
Procedureand the FinancialRegulationsof the Organization.

Article IX

OBSERVERS

1. TheGovernmentof any Nationwhich is notamemberof the Commission
may,with the concurrenceof the Commission,be representedat any sessionof
the Commissionor its Committeesby an observerwithout the right to vote,
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2. Any other internationalorganizationhaving related interestsmay, with
the concurrenceof the Commission,be representedat any sessionsof the Com-
mission or its Committeesby an observerwithout the right to vote.

Article X

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1. An Executive Committee shall be establishedand shall be composed
of the Chairmanand Vice-Chairmenof the Commissionand three delegates
of Membersselectedby the Commissionat the beginningof its regularsession.
The Chairman of the Commission shall be the Chairman of the Executive
Committee.

2. Membersof theExecutiveCommitteeshallholdoffice until thebeginning
of the next regularsessionwithout prejudiceto the right of re-election.

3. If a vacancyoccurs in the ExecutiveCommittee before the expiration
of the termof appointment,the Committeemay requesta Memberof the Com-
mission to appoint a representativeto fill the vacancyfor the remainderof the
term.

4. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once betweenany two
successiveregular sessionsof the Commission.

5. The Secretaryof the Commissionshallact as Secretaryto the Executive
Committee.

Article XI

FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall:

1. Make proposalsto the Commissionconcerningpolicy matters and the
program of activities;

2. Implement the policies and programs approvedby the Commission;

3. Submitto the CommissionthedraftprogramandAdministrativeBudget,

and the annualaccounts;

4. Preparethe annualreporton the activities of the Commissionfor appro-
val by the Commissionand transmissionto the Director-Generalof the Or-
ganization;

5. Undertakesuchother dutiesas the Commissionmay delegateto it, in
particular with referenceto emergencyactionunder Article V (1).
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Article XII

ADMINISTRATION

1. Thestaff of the Secretariatof the Commissionshallbe appointedby the
Director-Generalwith the approvalof the Executive Committee,and for ad-
ministrativepurposesshallbe responsibleto the Director-General. They shall
beappointedunderthesametermsandconditionsasthe staffof the Organization.

2. The expensesof the Commissionshallbe paid out of its administrative
budgetexceptthoserelatingto suchstaffandfacilitieswhichcanbemadeavailable
by the Organization. The expensesto be borne by the Organizationshall
be determinedand paid within the limits of an annual budget preparedby
the Director-Generaland approvedby the Conferenceof the Organizationin
accordancewith the Rules of Procedureand the Financial Regulationsof the
Organization.

3. Expensesincurredby delegatesandtheir alternates,expertsandadvisers
in attendingmeetingsof the Commissionandits committeesshallbe determined
and paid by their respectivegovernments.

Article XIII

FINANCE

1. Each Member of the Commissionundertakesto contribute annually
its shareof the administrativebudgetin accordancewith a scaleof contributions
to be adoptedby a two-thirds majority of the membershipof the Commission.
For the first five years afterthe Constitutionhascomeinto force, thesecontri-
butions shall be in accordancewith the scaleindicated in Appendix 1.1 The
budget for the administrativeactivities of the Commission for the first five
yearsshall beon thebasisof US $ 50,000annually,to which shallbe addedany
contribution madeby Membersin conformity with paragraph2 below.

2. Contributionsto be paid by Membersnot listedin Appendix I shallbe
determinedby the Commission. For this purposethe methodsusedfor cal-
culating the above-mentionedscaleshall apply.

3. Annual contributionsprovided for under ParagraphsI and 2 above
shallbe payablebeforethe endof the first monthof the financialyearto which
they apply. The financial year shallbe the sameas that of the Organization.

4. Supplementarycontributionsmay beacceptedfrom a Memberor Mem-
bersorfrom Organizationsor individuals for emergencyactionor for the purpose

‘Seep. 316 of this volume,

No. 2588



300 United Nations— Treaty Series 1954

of implementingspecialschemesor campaignsof control which underArticle V
the Commissionor ExecutiveCommittee may adoptor recommend.

5. All contributions from Membersshall be payable in currenciesto be
determinedby the Commissionin agreementwith eachcontributingMember.

6. All contributionsreceivedshallbe placedin a Trust Fundadministered
by the Director-Generalof the Organization in conformity with the Financial
Regulationsof the Organization.

7. At the end of each financial year, any uncommittedbalance of the
Administrative Budget shallbe placed in a specialaccountto be available for
the purposesoutlinedin Articles IV andV.

Article XIV

AMENDMENTS

1. This Constitutionmaybe amendedby the Commissionby a two-thirds
majority of the votes cast, providing such a majority is morethan one-halfof
the membershipof the Commission. Amendmentsshallbecomeeffective only
with the concurrenceof the Council of the Organization,andas from the date
of the decisionof the Council, provided that any amendmentinvolving new
obligations for Membersshall comeinto force in respectof eachMemberonly
on acceptanceof it by that Member.

2. Proposalsfor the amendmentof the Constitutionmay be madeby any
Member of the Commissionin a communicationaddressedto both the Chair-
man of the Commissionand the Director-Generalof the Organization. The
Director-Generalshall immediately inform all Membersof the Commission
of all proposalsfor amendments.

3. No proposalfor the amendmentof the Constitutionshall be included
in the agendaof any sessionunlessnotice thereofhasbeenreceivedby the Di-
rector-Generalof the Organizationat least 120 days before the openingof the
session.

Article XV

ACCEPTANCE

1. Acceptanceof this Constitution shall not be subjectto any reservation.

2. Acceptanceshallbeeffectedby the depositof a notification of acceptance
with the Director-Generalof the Organizationand shall take effect as regards
Membersof the Organizationor the Office, on receiptof suchnotification by the
Director-Generalwho shall forthwith inform eachof theMembersof the Con~-
mission.
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3. Membershipof Nations that are neither membersof the Organization
nor of theOffice shallbecomeeffectiveon thedateon which theCouncil approves
the application for membershipin conformity with the provisionsof Article I.

Article XVI

WITHDRAWAL

1. Any Membermay withdraw from the Commissionat any time after the
expiration of oneyear from the dateon which its acceptancetook effect or from
the dateon which the Constitutionenteredinto force, whichever is the later,
bygiving writtennoticeof withdrawalto the Director-Generalof theOrganization
who shall forthwith inform all Membersof the Commission. The withdrawal
shall becomeeffective one year from the dateof receipt of the notification of
withdrawal.

2. Non-paymentof two consecutiveannualcontributionsshallbe regarded

as implying withdrawalof the defaulting Memberfrom the Commission.
3. Any Member of the Commissionwithdrawing from the Organization

or the Office, when such withdrawal results in this Nation no longerbeing a
Memberof either of thesetwo Agencies,shall be deemedto havewithdrawn
simultaneouslyfrom the Commission.

Article XVII

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. If thereis any disputeregardingthe interpretationor applicationof this
Constitution, the Member or Membersconcernedmay requestthe Director-
Generalof the Organizationto appoint a committeeto considerthe question
in dispute.

2. The Director-Generalshall thereupon,afterconsultationwith the Mem-
bersconcerned,appointa committeeof expertswhich shall include representa-
tivesof thoseMembers. This committeeshallconsiderthe questionin dispute,
taking into accountall documentsandother formsof evidencesubmittedby the
Membersconcerned. This committeeshall submit a report to the Director-
Generalof the Organizationwho shall transmit it to the Membersconcerned
and to the other Membersof the Commission.

3. The Membersof the Commissionagreethat the recommendationsof
sucha committee,while not bindingin character,will becomethebasisfor renew-
ed considerationby the Membersconcernedof the matter out of which the
disagreementarose.

4. The Membersconcernedshallshareequally the expensesof the experts.
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Article XVIII

TERMINATION

1. This Constitutionshallbe terminatedby a decisionof the Commission
takenby a three-fourthsmajority of the membershipof the Commission. It
shallautomaticallybe terminatedshouldmembership,as a result of withdrawals,
comprisefewer thansix Nations.

2. On terminationof the Constitutionall assetsof the Commissionshall
be liquidated by the Director-Generalof the Organizationandafter settlement
of all liabilities the balanceshall be distributedproportionallyamongstMembers
on the basis of the scaleof contributionsin force at the time. Nations whose
contributionsare in arrearsfor two consecutiveyearsandhencedeemedto have
withdrawn in conformity with Article XVI (2) shallnot be entitled to a share
of the assets.

Article XIX

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Constitution shallenter into force upon receipt by the Director-
Generalof the Organizationof notifications of acceptancefrom six Member
Nations of the Organizationor of the Office, providing that their contributions
representin the aggregatenot less than 30% of the Administrative Budget
providedfor in Article XIII (1).

2. The Director-Generalshall notify all Nations having depositednotifi-
cationsof acceptanceof the dateon which this Constitutioncomesinto force.

3. The text of this Constitution drawn up in the English, French and
Spanishlanguages,which languagesshallbeequallyauthoritative,was approved
by the Conferenceof the Organizationon the eleventhday of December1953.

4. Two copiesof the text of this Constitutionshall be authenticatedby the
Chairman of the Conferenceand the Director-Generalof the Organization,
one copy of which shallbe depositedwith the Secretary-Generalof the United
Nations andthe other in the archivesof the Organization. Additional copies
of this text shallbe certified by the Director-Generalandfurnishedto all Mem-
bersof the Commissionwith the indication of the dateon which the Constitution
hascomeinto force.
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APPENDIX I

SCALE OF ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS
1

Calculatedon national incomeof eachcountryas expressedin theScaleof Contri-
butionsto the Organization,the relativeposition of each country in regardto possible
infection with foot-and-mouthdiseaseand the number of livestock to be protectedin
each country.

ANNEXE I

BABEME DES CONTRIBUTIONS ANNUELLES
2

Etabli pour chaquepays d’après les chiffres du revenu national utilisés pour le
calcul du barèmedes contributionsa l’Organisation, la gravité du dangerd’infection
par Ia fièvre aphteuseet l’effectif du cheptelaprotéger.

APENDICE I

ESCALA DE CUOTAS ANUALES

Calculadasa basede la rentanacionalde cada pals en la forma expresadaen la
escalade cuotasde la Organizaciôn,posiciôn relativa respectoa posiblesinfeccionesde
fiebre aftosay nümero de cabezasde ganadoque requierenprotecciôn,por paises.

‘See p. 317 of this volume.

ZVoir p. 317 of this volume.
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Calculationof Contributionsala $50,000 Scale
Budgetof the Comsniss,on

Cattlestock Contribution toFAQ Contributionson budgetde50.000dollars Barème
Country 000hesds $ Cdlculodo cuotaspara un ~resupUesto do Escala

50.000dolores
Pays Effectifducheptel Contribution0 Ia FAO ________________ _________________ _______ ____________

(en millers detItea) (endollars E.U.) a)Basedon Head b) Basedon FAQ —— Contribution
Pals ofcattle Contributions Category S

Existenciasdoganado Cuotaisagadaa Ia a)D’aprê: l’effectif b)D’aprêsIa con- Catégorie Contribution
(milesde cabezas) FAQ Cenddlares) du cheptel tribution ~ la FAQ (en dollars)

a)A basedelnt~,ne”o b)A basedo lascuotas Categorla Cuota
do cabezasdo ganado pagodasa la FAQ (enddlarea)

Austria—Autriche--Austria 2 279 19 760 1 294.47 434.72 IV 1 500
Belgiunt—Belgique—Bélgica 2 101 92 560 1193.37 2 036.32 III 2 500
Denmark—Danemark—Dinamarca. . . 3 053 56 160 1 734.10 1 235.52 ill 2 500
Finland—Finlande--Fjnjandja 1 847 22 360 1 049.10 491.92 IV 1 500
France—France--Francja 15722 348400 8930.10 7664.80 I 7000
Germany—Allemagne—Alernania . . . 11150 245960 6333.20 5411.12 II 5000
Greece—Grèce—Grecja 763 14 040 433.38 308.88 IV 1 500
Iceland—Islande—Islandis 44 2 600 24.99 57.20 VI 250
Ireland—Irlande—Irlandia (322 20 800 2454.90 457.60 V 750
Italy—Italie—Italia 8150 165 880 4629.20 3 649.36 II 5 000
Luxembourg—Luxembourg—

Luxemburgo 119 3 120 67.59 68.64 VI 250
Netherlands—Pays-Bas—PafsesBajos . . 2 723 88 400 1 546.66 1 944.80 III 2 500
Norway—Norvege-Noruega 1 236 34320 702.05 755.04 V 750
Portugal—Portugal—Portugal 610 33 800 346.48 743.60 IV 1 500
Spain—Espagne—Espana 3 300 71 240 1 879.40 1 567.28 III 2 500
Sweden—Suède—Suecja 2648 109720 1 504.06 2413.84 III 2 500
Switzerland—Sujsse--Suiza 1 530 81120 869.04 1 784.64 III 2500
Turkey—Turquie—TurquIa 10 580 34320 6 009.44 755.04 IV 1 500
United Kingdom—Royaume-Uni—Reino I

Unido 10620 781560 6032.16 17194.32 I 7000
Yugoslavia—Yougoslavie—Yugoeslavia . 5236 34320 2 974.05 755.04 IV 1 500

~ TorM. I 88 033 2260440 50007.74 49729.68 50000
I I I
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