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No. 2446. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GER-
MANY FOR ASSISTED MIGRATION. SIGNED AT
BONN, ON 29 AUGUST 1952

WHEREAS the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia (hereinafter
referredto as the CommonwealthGovernment)arid the Governmentof the
FederalRepublicof Germany (hereinafterreferred to as the German Govern-
ment) are willing to co-operatein order to assistsuitablepersonsin Germany
to emigrateto Australia with a view to permanentsettlement;

AND WHEREAS the CommoriwealthGovernmentand the German Govern-
ment are preparedto carry out theschemeset out in this Agreement(hereinafter
called “the scheme”); The Commonwealth Governmentarid the German
Governmenthaveagreedas follows :—

Article 1

Thepaymentof thecostof passagesfrom Germanyto Australia for migrants
selectedunder this Agreementshall be a matter for arrangementbetweenthe
two Governmentsandany internationalor otherorganisationpreparedto make
contributionsfor suchpurpose.

Article 2

The cost of passagesfor migrants selectedunder the scheme shall be
reducedto the lowest possiblefigure arid the passagerates chargeableshall
be the subject of consultationsbetweenthe two Governments.

Article 3

Exceptas providedin Article 16 hereof, neitherGovernmentshall charge
to the otherany portion of the expensesincurred by it in carryingout its obliga-
tions under this Agreement.

Article 4

The procedurefor the selectionof migrants underthe schemeshall be as
follows: —

(1) Application forms shall be preparedby the CommonwealthGovern-

ment, in consultationwith the German Government,and shall be distributed

‘Cameinto force on 29August1952 by signature.
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by the appropriateDepartment or Agency of the German Government to
prospectivemigrants.

(2) Such application forms shall be completedin duplicate by applicants
andreturnedto the said Departmentor Agency, togetherwith suchcertificates
of trade proficiency and character(in duplicate) as may be required by the
CommonwealthGovernment. One copy of each form and certificate shall
be delivered to a CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativeappointedpur-
suant to paragraph(5) hereof.

(3) The appropriateDepartmentor Agency of the German Government
shall check the application and accompanyingcertificates and shall arrange
for a medical examination of those applicantsdeemedto be eligible. Such
medicalexaminationshall be carriedout by a Medical Officer approvedby the
CommonwealthGovernmentandshallbe in accordancewith the provisionsof
a Medical Examination Form approvedby the CommonwealthGovernment.
The completedMedical ExaminationForm shallbe delivered to the Common-
wealth Government representative. The CommonwealthGovernmentshall
havethe right to haveapplicantsfurther examinedby its own medical officers
before they are finally approved. The cost of medical examinationshall be
borneby the applicantor by the GermanGovernment,exceptwhen it is con-
ducted by a CommonwealthMedical Officer.

(4) The CommonwealthGovernmentin collaboration with the German
Governmentshall arrange, where necessary,for selection representativesap-
pointed by it to travel to centresin Germanyfor the purposeof interviewing,
examining and finally selectingapplicants brought forward by the German
Government. The location of such centresshall be decided by arrangement
betweenthe Chief Migration Officer of the CommonwealthGovernmentin
Germanyand the appropriateDepartmentor Agency of the GermanGovern-
ment.

(5) The CommonwealthGovernmentshall have the final responsibility
for deciding the suitability of eachapplicant for settlementin Australia and
shall appoint its own representativeor representativesto undertakethe final
examinationand selectionof applicantsandsuchotherdutiesasarespecifiedin
this Agreement. The German Governmentshall afford every assistanceand
co-operationto such CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesto eriable
them to assesson all grounds the suitability of applicantsfor settlementin
Australia, furnishing on requestin individual casesfull information derived
from public and other records,and shall facilitate and assist them in making
the final examinationand selectionof the applicants.
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(6) Having completedthe final examination and selection of applicants,
the CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesshall notify to the German
Governmentthe namesof the applicantswho havebeen selected.

Article 5

The following obligationsshallbe assumedby the CommonwealthGovern-
ment in regard to the scheme,namely—

(1) To admit migrants selectedunder the schemeinto the Common-
wealth of Australia for a period of two years,during which period they, when
placed in employment,will be entitled to the samewages,accommodatioriand
generalconditionsof employmentas apply to Australiansengagedin the same
type of employment.

(2) Upon the expiration of two years from the date of their arrival in
Australia, to grant to migrants who apply for that privilege, permission to
remain indefinitely in Australia, provided that they havenot provedunsuitable
for settlementduring the two yearsperiodof their temporaryresidence. They
shall then be free to choosesuch employment and such place of residencein
Australia as they may desire.

(3) Not less than three months before the dateon which it desiresthat
the migrants should leave Germanyto lodge with the German Government
group nominationssetting out the number and types of migrants required;
and if any alterationsto any nominationbecomenecessarydueto employment
or other conditions arising in Australia, to advise the German Government
promptly so that it shall ceasefurther initial selectionsin respectof that parti-
cular nomination.

(4) Upon arrival of selectedmigrants in Australia—

(a) to accommodatethem temporarily at an Immigration reception
andtraining centreduring the periodwhile they are awaitingemployment;
and,where necessary,to provideaccommodationwithout cost to the mi-
grantsfor a periodof sevendaysafter their arrival in Australia; provided,
however,that asfrom the eighth day after arrival, whennormally an unem-
ployment or special social service benefit will commenceto be payable,
thereshall be deductedfrom any such benefit an amountin dischargeof
the cost of board and lodging for the migrant and his dependants,until
suchtime as suitable employment hasbeenfound for him; andthat when
employmenthas been offered to the migrant, he shall thereuponbecome
responsiblefor the paymentof his own boardandlodging as from the date
on which he is due to commenceemploymentandshall also be primarily
responsiblefor the payment of board and lodging for his dependants,
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at the weekly ratesapplicableat the time for accommodationprovidedby
the CommonwealthGovernmentin Immigration holding centres;

(b) in the caseof a family unit for whom their breadwinnercannot
arrangeprivate accommodationwhen he has beenplaced in employment,
to accommodatehis dependantsat an Immigration holding centresituated
as near as circumstanceswill permit to the place of employment. The
breadwinnershall be primarily responsiblefor the payment of weekly
chargespayablefor dependants,which chargesshall commencefrom the
dateon which he is due to startemploymentand shall be at ratesdeter-
mined by the CommonwealthGovernmentfor the accommodationof
dependantsin such centres;

(c) in the event of the migrant and/or his dependantsbeing offered
accommodationby an employer, to ensurethat the standardof accommo-
dation thus provided and the chargestherefor shall be during the period
of suchemploymentthe sameas thoseapplying to Australian workers of
the samecategoryin the samearea;

(d) to arrangetransportfree of cost to the migrant—

(1) from ship’s side to an Immigration reception and training centre;

(2) from the Immigration receptionand training centreto the initial place
of employment;

(3) for dependants,from the Immigration reception and training centre
to an Immigration holding centre; and

(4) for dependants,from theImmigration holding centreto the first private

accommodationfound by the breadwinner;

(e) to arrangefree of cost to migrants who areproceedingfrom ship’s
side to approved privately arranged accommodation,second class rail
travel to such accommodation;

(f) to render every assistancethrough the mediumof the Common-
wealth Employment Service in placing migrants in employment;

(g) to arrangefor the payment of normal social service benefits to
migrants,suchsocial servicebenefitsto includeunemploymentandsickness
benefit(payablefrom andincluding theseventhday afterthe dayon which
the migrant becomesunemployedor makes a claim for unemployment
benefit or becomesincapacitated)and child endowment,maternity allow-
ance, hospitalbenefit and pharmaceuticalbenefit;

(h) to provide after-care for migrants, in that the Commonwealth
Department of Immigration and associatedvoluntary welfare and after-
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care organisationswill advise them on and assist them in solving any
assimilationproblemswhich they may have during their initial peric’d of
settlementin Australia;

(i) to ensurethat the amountof personalor householdeffects that is
carried free by the ship on which the migrants travel to Australia or by
any subsequentship asprovided for in Article 18 of this Agreementshall
be carriedat the expenseof the CommonwealthGovernmentfrom the
place of disembarkationto the initial place of private accommodationin
Australia. Should a migrant bring with him an amount of personalor
householdeffectsover and abovethat carried free by the ship on which
he travels, then the migrant shall be responsiblefor seafreight, storage
chargesand movementin Australia of all personaland householdeffects
that exceedthe amount carriedfree by the ship.

(5) To communicateto the German Governmentas soonas possibleand
prior to the dateof departureof shipsthe nominationof ports of disembarkation
referredto in Article 6 paragraph(2) of this Agreement,provided alwaysthat
wherethe CommonwealthGovernmentconsidersthat an emergencyhasarisen,
it shallhavethe right to vary the nominatedports of disembarkationasnecessi-
tated by the emergencyand to notify the German Governmentaccordingly.

(6) In respectof grantrepaymentsreceivedunder the provisionsof Article
14 paragraph(I) of this Agreement,to keepa separateaccountof sumsso re-
ceived, renderto the German Governmentat the endof each period of three
months from the commencementof the scheme,or suchotherperiodas may be
agreedupon, an account of the sumsreceivedin that period, and pay to or to
the accountof the GermanGovernmentits shareof the sumsso received.

(7) Upon receipt of accountsfrom the German Governmentpursuantto
Article 6 paragraph(7) of this Agreement,to pay to the German Government
or to an accountagreedupon by the two Governmentsthe amount dueas the
contribution of the CommonwealthGovernmentin accordancewith Article I
of this Agreement.

Article 6

The following obligations shall be assumedby the German Government
in regard to the scheme,namely—

(1) to attend to recruitment, initial selection, medical examination and
documentationof applicantsand provide and operateall necessaryestablish-
mentsand facilities for thesepurposes,for final selectionby Commonwealth
Governmentrepresentativesand for the assemblyand embarkationof selected
migrants.
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(2) To procurethe necessarytransportfor migrantsand arrangeto disem-
barkthem at thoseports in Australianominatedby the CommonwealthGovern-
ment andaccordingto schedulesof departuresperiodically agreedupon by the
two Governments.

(3) To arrangefor selectedmigrantsto be moved from their normalplace
of residenceto embarkationpoints at dateswhich will enablethem to join the
shipon which theywill sail to Australiaandto maintainthem while at the place
of assembly,it being agreedby andbetweenthe two Governmentsthat the cate-
goriesof migrantsto beembarkedon eachshipandthe numberin eachcategory
shallbe determinedby a CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativeand noti-
fied to the GermanGovernmentasearlyaspossibleprior to the dateof sailing,
in order to enablethe GermanGovernmentto organisethe movementof the
migrantsin time to join the ship; and that migrants shallbe embarkedunder
the supervisionof a CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativein accordance
with the categoriesfor eachship notified to the German Governmentin the
mannerhereinbeforeprovided, but that within those categoriesthe German
Governmentshall establishthe priority of embarkationof individual migrants.

(4) Immediatelyafter migrantshavebeenembarkedon anyship, to arrange
for nominalrolls of suchmigrants to be delivered to a CommonwealthGovern-
ment representativefor transmissionto the Secretary,Departmentof Immi-
gration, Canberra.

(5) If it should find it necessaryto chartertransportfor the purposeof
carrying migrants under the scheme,to consult the CommonwealthGovern-
ment prior to any such chartering.

(6) In the caseof paragraph(5) of this article, to attendto paymentof the
claims of the shipping companiesor other transport organisationsconcerned
in respectof the passagesof migrants embarked.

(7) After having madethe paymentsreferredto in paragraph(6) of this
article, to renderto the CommonwealthGovernmentat Canberraat the endof
eachperiod of three monthsfrom the commencementof the scheme,or such
other period as may be agreed upon, an accountof the sumspayableby the
CommonwealthGovernmentin thatperiod pursuantto Article 1 of this Agree-
ment.

Article 7

The GermanGovernmentmay supply to the CommonwealthGovernment
from time to time particulars of the numbersand categoriesof migrants with
specialskills who are available for migration to Australia.
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Article 8

Personseligible for selection under the schemeshall be —

(1) single mennot less than 18 nor morethan 35 yearsof age;

(2) singlewomen not less than 18 nor more than30 yearsof age;
(3) childless married couples, each spousebeing not more than 35 years

of age;

(4) family units, the breadwinnersof which shall not be more than 45
years of agewhich are able to comply with the physical and other selection
criteria requiredfor entry into the Commonwealthof Australia for indefinite
residence. In specialcasesand at the discretionof the CommonwealthGo-
vernment, a family unit consistingof sufficient employablemembersto make
it self-supportingmaybe acceptedeventhoughthe breadwinnerthereofexceeds
45 years of age.

Provided always that no applicant shall be deemedeligible for selection
under the schemeunlesshe is a personwho is a German citizen or a person
who is recognizedby the GermanGovernmentas being a residentof the Fe-
deral Republic of Germanyor of the westernsectorsof Berlin and as having
all the rights and obligationswhich are attachedto the possessionof German
nationality, and belongs to such class of persons,either skilled or unskilled,
as shall from time to time be specified by the CommonwealthGovernment
pursuantto the provisionsof Article 5 paragraph(3) hereof.

Article 9

The schemeshall operatefor a period of five years commencingupon a
date to be fixed betweenthe two Governmentsand may be continuedthere-
after by mutual agreement. In the event, however,of conditions arising at
any time either in Germanyor in Australiaduring the currencyof the scheme
which may renderit advisableto terminatethe scheme,eitherparty may give
to the other six months notice of its intention to terminatethe scheme,upon
the expiration of which period the schemeshall ceaseto operate.

Article JO

All documentscoveringtravelling formalities,including passportsandvisas,
shall be supplied free of chargeor at a nominal chargeto migrants selected
under the scheme.

Article 11

The CommonwealthGovernmentshallprovide the German Government
with information concerningconditionsgenerallyin Australia, includingcondi-
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tions of andopportunitiesfor employment,for the guidanceof all prospective
migrantswho may desire it. No official pamphletexplaining the schemeshalt
be issued without the concurrenceof the two Governments.

Article 12

Notwithstandinganything hereinbefore contained, the Commonwealth
Governmerit shallhavethe right to returnto Germanyany migrant who, within
fIve yearsof arrival in Australia, may contravenethe provisionsof the Immigra-
tion Act 1901-1949 of the Commonwealthof Australia or within two years
after arrival may otherwise prove unsuitable for settlement. Information
concerning any such migrant shall be conveyedto the German Diplomatic
representativein Australia.

Article 13

In order to assist the settlementin Australia of selectedmigrants, the
GermanGovernmentshall facilitateas far as possiblethe transferof reasonable
funds from Germanyby them. The CommonwealthGovernmentshall like-
wise facilitate the transferto Germany,by migrants, of reasonablefunds for
the support of their dependentrelatives.

Article 14

Migrants shall not be embarkedfor Australiauntil they haveenteredinto
the following undertakingsin writing, namely—

(1) to remain in employmentapprovedby the CommonwealthGovern-
ment for a period of two yearsafter their arrival in Australiaor, alternatively,
should they elect to departfrom Australiawithin two years from the dateof
arrival, to repay to the CommonwealthGovernmentprior to departure,the
amountof free grantcontributedby the two Governmentspursuantto Article I
of this Agreement;

(2) to use every endeavourto learn the English languageand to attend
regularly thenight classeswhich areconductedfor all migrantsat the Common-
wealth Government’sexpensefor the purposeof teachingthem the English
language;

(3) if required, to enterinto a separateundertakingto repaythe amount
of any advancegrantedto or obtained for them in accordancewith Article I
hereof.
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Article 15

The documentcontaining the undertakingsreferredto in paragraphs(1)
and(2) of the lastprecedingArticle shallbe drawnup in theEnglishandGerman
languages,andbe signedin duplicateby the migrant and witnessedby a Com-
monwealth Governmentrepresentative,who shall retain one copy and hand
the other to the migrant; and such documentshall set out, for the information
of the migrant —

(1) that employmentin Australia will be at wagesand subject to general
conditions not less favourablethan those enjoyedby Australiansin the same
kirid of employment;

(2) that he will be informed in writing upon allocation to employment in
Australia of the rate of wagesand conditions applicableto that employment;

(3) that he will be ableto apply for permissionto remain in Australiaafter
the expirationof the two yearsperiod during which hehasbeenadmittedin the
first instance;

(4) that, subject to the provisionsof Article 12 of this Agreement,such
permissionwill be readily granted,providedthat, during the period mentioned,
he has not proved unsuitablefor settlementin Australia; and

(5) that upon suchpermissionbeing duly grantedhewill be free to engage
in suchoccupationandto choosesuchplaceof residencein Australiaashe may
desire.

Article 16

In order to ensurethe efficient operationof the scheme,the GermanGov-
ernmentshall render all assistancepossibleto the CommonwealthGovernment
in securingat reasonablecost suitable office accommodationand equipment
and living accommodationfor its representativesin Germany engagedupon
duties in connection with this Agreement. Where necessary,the German
Governmentshall make available, by mutual arrangementand without cost
to the CommonwealthGovernment,interpretersand minor clerical assistance
for CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesengagedin the selection of
migrants. The German Governmentshall also arrange for Commonwealth
Governmentrepresentativesto receivewithin Germanytravel facilities to such
areasas may be agreedupon, for the purposeof interviewing, examiningand
finally selectingapplicants,who shallbe assembledin suchareasby the appro-
priateauthoritiesof the GermanGovernment. The areasor towns in Germany
in which interviewsandselectionwill be conductedshallbe decidedby arrange-
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ment between the Commonwealth Government representativesand the
appropriate authorities of the German Government. In the event of any
Germanofficials being appointedto Australiain connectionwith the operation
of the schemethey shallbe grantedaccessto Immigration Centresby the Com-
monwealthGovernment.

Article 17

The CommonwealthGovernmentshallhavetheright to appointan officer
or officers to accompanyeachshipcarrying migrantsfrom Germanyto Australia
in orderto advisethemconcerningAustralianconditionsandgenerallyto attend
to their welfare during the voyage. The German Governmentshall likewise
havethe right to appointan officer who shallco-operatewith any such Common-
wealth Governmentofficers.

Article 18

Any selectedmigrant not proceedingdirectly to private accommodation
in Australiawho wishes to bring with him householdeffects for the purpose
of establishinga home in Australia, shallarrange,at his own expense,for such
effectsto be storeduntil he obtainsprivateaccommodationin Australia. When
suchprivateaccommodationhasbeenobtainedthe German Governmentshall,
if such effectsare storedin Germany,arrangewith the shipping companyby
which the migrant travelled, or such other companyas may be decidedupon
by the German Government,to transportfree of chargeto the migrant an
amount of householdeffectsequal to that which, in addition to the migrant’s
personaleffects, would havebeentransportedfree of chargehadthe household
effects accompaniedthe migrant in the first iristance.

Article 19

The appropriateGerman authorities shall produce to the Secretary,De-
partmentof Immigration, Canberra,or his representative,and the appropriate
Australian authorities shall produce to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bonn,
or its representative,any documentsor accounts,whether in Germanyor in
Australia, relatingto casesin which contributionshavebeepgrantedor repay-
mentsunderArticle 14, paragraph(1) of this Agreementhave been received,
if suchdocumentsor accountsarerequiredto beproducedto eitherGovernment
for audit or otherpurposes.

Article 20

Assistanceunderthe schemeshallbe given only to thpseselectedmigrants
who actually depart from Germanyto Australia during the operationof the
scheme.
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Article 21

The presentAgreementhas beendrawn up in the English and German
languages,both textsbeing equally authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their
respectiveGovernments,have signed the presentAgreement in the English
andGermanlanguagesat Bonnon this twenty-ninthday of August,onethousand
nine hundredand fifty-two.

For the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia:
H. E. HOLT

For the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germany:
H. Ritter VON LEX G. KAUMANN

UNDERTAKING

I of
in considerationof the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia having agreed
tomakeafreegranttowardsthe costof my passagetoAustraliapursuantto theMigration
Agreementmadebetweenthe Governmentsof the Commonwealthof Australiaandof
the FederalRepublic of Germany on the day of , 1952,
Do HEREBY COVENANT with the Commonwealthof Australiain mannerfollowing—

(1) thatI will remaininemploymentapprovedby the Governmentof the Common-
wealthof Australia for a periodof two yearsfrom the dateof my arrival.

(2) Should I require for special reasonsto depart from the Commonwealthof
Australiabefore the expiration of two years from the date of my arrival, I will, prior
to my departure,pay to the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia a sum
equalto the amountthatwas grantedto me by the Governmentsof the Commonwealth
of Australiaandof the FederalRepublicof Germanyandby anyinternationalorganisa-
tion towardsthe cost of my passageto Australia pursuantto the Migration Agreement
hereinbeforereferredto.

(3) Thatwhile I remainin Australia,I will useevery endeavourto learnthe English
language;and will regularly attendthe nearestfree night classmadeavailable by the
Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia for the purposeof providing migrants
with instruction in the English language.

DATED this

dayof

Witness:
No. 2446
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NOTICE TO SELECTED MIGRANTS

(1) Migrantsselectedunderthe Migration Agreementwho haveobtainedemploy-
ment are entitled to the samewages,accommodationand general conditionsas those
enjoyedby Australiansengagedin the sametype of employment.

(2) Upon allocationto employmentin Australiayou will be informedin writing
of the rateof wagesand conditionsapplicableto such employment.

(3) After the expiration of two years from the date of your arrival in Australia,
you will be entitled to apply for permissionto remain indefinitely in Australia, and
permissionto do so will be granted provided that you havenot proved unsuitable
for settlementduring your two years residence. Uponthe grantingof permissionto
remain, you will thenbefreeto choosesuchoccupationandsuchplace of residencein
Australiaas you may think fit.
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