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No. 2673. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT* BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND BELGIUM
MODIFYING THE PROVISIONAL COMMERCIAL
AGREEMENT BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THE BELGO-
LUXEMBOURG ECONOMIC UNION SIGNED AT CAN-
BERRA ON 3 OCTOBER 1936*. CANBERRA, 19 FEB-
RUARY 1954, AND SYDNEY, 26 MARCH 1954

I

The Department of External Affairs of Australia to the Royal Belgian Legation
in Australia

The Department of External Affairs presents its compliments to the Belgian
Legation and has the honour to refer to the Trade Agreement of 1936* between
Belgium and Australia.

One of the provisions of this Agreement is that true vegetable parchment
in sizes not less than 8" x 38" (or its equivalent), being the produce or manu-
facture of the Customs Territory of the Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union
shall not, on importation into Australia, be subject to duties of Customs or pri-
mage. Since 1936, true vegetable parchment in the sizes indicated has accord-
ingly enjoyed entry into Australia free of Customs duty and primage duty
under Item 334 (H) of the Australian Customs Tariff.

When the Australian Government assumed this obligation in 1936, vege-
table parchment was not produced in Australia. Since the war, however, pro-
duction on a commercial scale has been established. Recently the industry
applied to the Government for Tariff protection and the Australian Tariff
Board after a public enquiry recommended the imposition of a duty of 10 %,
ad valorem on imports of vegetable parchment.

The Australian Government desires to adopt this recommendation as a
matter of urgency in pursuance of its policy of promoting the development of
efficient industries which have been found by the Tariff Board to require assist-
ance. Accordingly, the concurrence of the Belgian Government is sought
to the modification of the Australia-Belgium Trade Agreement of 1936 to the
extent necessary to enable the Australian Government to apply the duty of
10 9% ad valorem recommended by the Tariff Board. This rate of duty would
be applicable to imports from all countries and the goods would remain exempt
from primage duty.

1 Came into force on 26 March 1954, by the exchange of the said notes.
* League of Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 177, p. 271.
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A statement is attached showing the imports of true vegetable parchment
in the last three years.

Canberra, A.C.T.
19th February, 1954

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

ImpPorTS FOR HOME CoONSUMPTION OF TRUE VEGETABLE PARCHMENT CLASSIFIED UNDER
ITem 334(H) oF THE AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF IN THE YEARS
1950/51, 1951/52 anp 1952/53

Country 1950/51 1951/52 1952/53
of
Origin Cwt. LA.fob. Cuwt. LA.f.o.b. Cwt. L[A.fo.b.
United Kingdom . . . . 30,801 231,341 24,799 354,824 5,931 70,633
Belgiom . . . . . . ... 1,910 24,179 5,600 103,611 5 194
Finland . . . . . . . .. —_ — 191 3,578 —_ —_
France . . . . .. . .. — — 685 13,646 —_ r—
Germany . . . . . . . . 1,772 14,293 14,122 176,473 1,481 16,207
Italy . . . . « v v v o 201 2,673 204 2,792 —_ —_
ToraL . . 34,684 272,486 45,601 654,924 7,417 87,034
I

The Royal Belgian Legation in Australia to the Department of External Affairs
of Australia

The Royal Belgian Legation in Australia presents its compliments to the
Department of External Affairs in Canberra, and has the honour to acknowledge
receipt of the Department’s Note of 19th February 1954 concerning the Trade
Agreement of 1936 between Belgium and Australia.

The proposed modification of the Trade Agrcement as set out in the De-
partment’s Note has been referred to the Belgian Government and the Legation
has now been instructed to convey to the Department the concurrence of the
Belgian Government to the modification of the Australia-Belgium Trade Agree-
ment to the extent necessary to enable the Australian Government to apply
a duty of 10 9, ad valorem with no primage duty on imports of vegetable parch-
ment from all countries.

p. t. Sydney, 26th March 1954
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