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No. 2704. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA RELATING TO THE USE BY
CIVIL AIRCRAFT OF CERTAIN AIR BASES IN NEW-
FOUNDLAND. OTTAWA, 4 JUNE 1949

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Canadian Secretaryof State for External A flairs

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 134
Ottawa,Canada,June 4, 1949

Excellency

I havethe honor to refer to the Agreement(hereinafterreferredto as “Bases
Agreement”) madeon March 27, 19412, betweenthe Governmentof the United
Statesof America andthe Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain
and Northern Ireland, and to related documentsproviding for the leaseto the
United Statesof certain areasin the Western Hemisphereupon the terms and
conditions set out in the BasesAgreement.

Article XI (5) of the BasesAgreement provides that “commercial aircraft
will notbe authorizedto operatefrom any of theBases(savein caseof emergency
or for strictly military purposesunderthe supervisionof the War or NavyDepart-
ments) except by agreementbetweenthe United Statesand the Government
of the United Kingdom; provided that in the caseof Newfoundland,suchagree-
ment shallbe betweenthe UnitedStatesandthe Governmentof Newfoundland”.

As aresultof the Union which becameeffectiveon April 1, 1949, the Govern-
ment of Canadahas replacedthe Governmentof Newfoundlandin the making
of laws for certain purposesincluding the regulationof civil aviation.

In thecircumstancesI havethehonorto proposethatanAgreementproviding
for the use by civil aircraft of the United Statesmilitary air Basesat Stephenville
and Argentia be enteredinto as follows

Cameinto force on 4 June1949, by theexchangeof the saidnotes.
‘ Leagueof Nations,TreaiySeries,Vol. CCIV, p. 15.
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Article I

The air Baseat Stephenville shall be available for use in lieu of GanderAirfield
for civil aircraft engagedin international civil aviation and otherwise authorizedby
the Governmentof Canadato useGanderAirfield for traffic or non-traffic stops.

(a) at suchtimesas the responsibleCanadianauthoritiesat Gandershall determine
that operationalconditionsdo not permit the landing or take-off of suchcivil aircraft
under regular operatingpracticesat Gander Airfield or

(b) at suchtimes as the operatingminima establishedby the country of registry
of suchaircraft do not permit the use of GanderAirfield in accordancewith regular
operatingpractices;

Providedthat thecountryof registryof suchaircraftmaintainssatisfactorycivil aviation
relations with the United States and Canada.

Article II

The air Baseat Stephenvillemay be usedby civil aircraft of Canadiannationality
engagedin domestic air serviceswithin Canada.

Arude III

The air Baseat Argentia may beusedasan alternateby civil aircraft of Canadian
nationality engagedin domestic scheduledair serviceswithin Canadaat such times
as the operatingminima establishedby the Governmentof Canadafor the civil use of
the airport at Torbay do not permit theuse of Torbay Airfield by suchaircraft.

Article IV

In the light of the military nature of the air Basesat Stephenvilleand Argentia
thetwo ContractingPartiesagreethat theexerciseof therightsgrantedby this Agreement
shall be subject to such non-discriminatoryrules, regulationsand practices(including
the right to limit or suspendcivil air operations,or to impose conditionsor restrictions
of a continuingor temporarynature)with respectto thecontrol of civil aviationasmay
be establishedby the NationalMilitary Establishmentof the United Statesof America,
or any duly authorizedrepresentativethereof, in the interest of defenseand security,
or becauseof safety,operationalor logistic factors,or availability of space,facilities or
services.

Article V

The Governmentof Canadafor reasonsof security or defensemay close theBases
at StephenvilleandArgentiato civil useprovidedthat civil aircraft operatingfor strictly
military purposesunderthesupervisionof theUnited StatesNationalMilitary Establish-
ment will not be affected.
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Article VI

In light of themilitary natureof the air basesat StephenvilleandArgentia, thecivil
air operationsauthorizedby this Agreementshall besubjectto andconditionedupon the
establishmentof necessaryarrangementsbetweenthe administrativeauthoritiesof the
two Contracting Parties concerning security control, customs, immigration andsimilar
services,and both Contracting Parties engageto use their bestefforts to arrive at such
arrangementsat the earliest possible date; provided, however, that no obligation is
assumedby theGovernmentof theUnited Statesof Americato provide housing,messing,
transportation,or any other passengeror traffic servicerequiredin connectionwith the
civil aviation operationsauthorizedby this Agreement. Civil aviation operationsat
Stephenvilleand Argentia provided for in this Agreementshall not be initiated until
theoperatorsof civil aircraft authorizedpursuantto this Agreementshall havemade
adequateprovision of all terminal facilities, including servicing, maintenance,passenger
and cargo, customs,immigration and health, which they require.

If these proposalsare acceptableto the Governmentof Canadathis note,
andyour reply thereto acceptingthe proposals,shall be regardedas placing on
record the understandingarrived at betweenthe two Governmentsconcerning
this matter.

Pleaseaccept,Excellency,therenewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Laurence A. STEINHARDT

His Excellency the HonorableThe Secretaryof State
for External Affairs

Ottawa

II

The CanadianSecretaryof State for ExternalA flairs to the American Ambassador

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
CANADA

No. 182
Ottawa, June 4, 1949

Excellency

I havethe honourto acknowledgeyour Note No. 134 of June4, 1949, in which
you proposethat an agreementbe enteredinto betweenthe Governmentsof the

United StatesandCanadarelating to civil aviation at the LeasedBasesin New-
foundlarid.

The agreementas proposedin your Note is acceptableto the Government
of Canada. Your Note and this reply are regarded as placing on record the
understandingarrived at betweenthe two Governments.
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Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurancesof my highest consideration.

A. D. P. HEENEY
for Secretaryof State for External Affairs

His Excellency the Honourable Laurence A. Steinhardt
Ambassadorof the United States of America
100 Wellington Street
Ottawa

NO. 2704


