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~TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 2728. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
OVER-ALL AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED
NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR
PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST AND
LEBANON. BEIRUT, 26 NOVEMBER 1954

I

REPUBLIC OF LEBANON

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND LEBANESE OVERSEAS

UnitedNations,Conferenceand InternationalTreatiesDepartment

Beirut, 26 November1954

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presentsits complimentsto the United
NationsReliefandWorks Agency for PalestineRefugeesand,with referenceto
the letter andthe two Aide-Mémoiredated5 March 1954, which theAgency
transmittedto the Ministry, and to the negotiationswhich have taken place
on this subject,hasthe honourto confirm that after a comprehensiveexamina-
tion of thematter,it submittedto the Cabinetfor approvaltheoverallagreement
preparedby the Ministry andthe Agency. The Ministry hasthehonourtoday
of advisingthe Agency that on 27 October 1954, the Cabinetapprovedthis
agreementwhich covers the following points:

1. The LebaneseGovernmentis preparedto give full recognitionto the Agency’s
claims set forth in Aide-MémoireNo. 2 of 5 March 1954 relating to the legal statusof
UNRWA andthe privileges,immunitiesand facilities which the Agency and its officials
should enjoy. In particularthe LebaneseGovernmentis preparedto interpretthe 13
February19462 Conventionon thePrivileges and Immunitiesof the United Nations in
accordancewith the internationalpractice.

2. With respectto thefutureannualcontributionto the reliefandworksprogramme
for Palestinerefugees,the Governmentis preparedto makea contributionamounting
to 0.06% of the Agency’sbudgetin the form of directservicesrenderedto certaincate-
gories of Palestinerefugeesliving in Lebanon. However, it is preparedto pay this
contributionin cashif the Agency agreesto assumefinancialresponsibilityfor the cost
of theseservices.

‘Came into force on 26 November1954 by the exchangeof the said notes.
2 UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 1, pp. 15 and 263; Vol.4, p. 461; Vol. 5, p. 413; Vol. 6,

p. 433; Vol. 7, p. 353; Vol. 9, p. 398; Vol. 11, p. 406; Vol. 12, p. 416; Vol. 14, p. 490; Vol. 15,
p. 442; Vol. 18, p. 382; Vol. 26, p. 396; Vol. 42, p. 354; Vol. 43, p. 335; Vol. 45, p. 318; Vol. 66,
p. ~346;Vol. 70, p. 266; Vol. 173, p. 369; Vol. 177, p. 324, and Vol. 180, p. 296.
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3. With regardto the past,the Governmentis preparedto refund to the Agency,
on productionof the pertinentvouchers,the amountslisted in the annexto the afore-
mentionedAide-Mémoire,which on 31 December1953 totalled $187,309.26,together
with landingchargeslevied on the UNRWA plane(Aide-MémoireNo. 2, of 5 March
1954 para.24) which, on 31 December1953,amountedto $4,770. To thesesumswill
be addedthoseincurredsincethat date.

4. For its part, the Agency will takenote of the fact that the contributionswhich
Lebanonhadpromisedto pay to the Agency’s budgetfor the financial yearsfrom 1951
through30 June1954, i.e. a total sumof $150,000havebeenmadeby theGovernment
by meansof director indirect expensesincurredin the giving of assistanceto Palestine
refugeesliving in Lebanon.

5. Further,the Agency will assumeresponsibility for certain expensesincurred
by the LebaneseCentralRefugeeCommitee,totallingLL 147,673 representingexpenses
entailedby the hospitalizationof a numberof refugeesfrom 1 January1953to 30 April
1954. The relevantvoucherswill be furnishedto the Agency in due course.

6. The Ministry has the honourto attach,as an annexto the presentnote,the text
of thespecific arrangementdrawnup in conjunctionwith theAgencyrelatingto theimple-
mentationof the agreement.

The Ministry of ForeignAffairs takesthisoccasionto renewto theAdminis-
tration of the Agency the assurancesof its highestconsideration.

(Initialled) Fouad AMMOUN (Signed) Alfred NACCACHE
Director-General

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ministerof ForeignAffairs

The Administrationof the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for PalestineRefugees

Beirut

SPECIFIC ARRANGEMENT RELATING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE OVER-ALL AGREEMENTCONCLUDEDBETWEEN THEMINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON AND THE
UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
REFUGEES

Whereas,the United NationsRelief andWorks Agency for PalestineRefugees,in
its Aide-Mémoire No.2 of 5 March 1954, set forth a numberof claims relating to the
legal status,and privileges and immunities which it and its officials should enjoy in
Lebanon;

Whereas,theseclaims were basedon the one handon internationalinstruments
to which Lebanonwas a party andon the otherhandon thegeneralpracticeof States;

Whereas,the Ministry of ForeignAffairs hassubmittedto the Cabinetfor approval
an overall agreementwherebyin particular,the LebaneseGovernmentwould give full
recognitionto the Agency’safore-inentionedclaims relatingto its legalstatus,privileges,
immunities, and facilities, and those of its officials;
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Whereasthe overall agreementwas approvedby the Cabineton 27 October1954,

Whereas,in its noteof 26 November1954,theAgencyagreedto theabove-mentioned
overall agreement;

It hasbeendecidedto adoptthe following specific arrangement:

Duties and taxes

1. The competentMinistry shall take the appropriatemeasuresby meansof a
simplified procedureto refund to theAgencyall dutiesand taxeson theconsumption
of liquid fuels,alcohol andcement(Article II, Section 8 of theConventionon thePrivi-.
legesandImmunities of the United Nations). This arrangementmay be applied to
otherproductswherenecessaryandin thesameway, within thescopeof theConvention.

(Aide-MémoireNo. 2, paragraphs12-18)

2. Theamountsdueon previousconsumptionof thesaidproductswill be refunded
to theAgencyon productionof thepertinentvouchersmostof whichhavealreadybeen
forwardedto the Departmentsconcerned.

Port charges

3. Portchargesfor the periodNovember1949 to 30 June1951 will be refundedto
the Agency. The Agencywill presentno further claims for refund in future.

(Aide-Mémoire No. 2, paragraphs19-21)

Rail transport

4. The differencebetweenthe costof transportby rail andtransportby roadwill
berefundedto theAgencyin accordancewith theagreementsignedin September1950
betweentheGovernmentsof Lebanon,Syria andJordan.

(Aide-Mémoire No. 2, paragraph23)

Landing charges

5. Landing chargeson theplane already paid will be refundedto theAgencyon
production of the pertinentvouchers. No landing chargeswill be levied in future,
andall the necessarymeasureswill be taken for the automaticexemptionfrom these
charges. Chargesfor specific servicesarenot effectedby this clause.

(Aide-Mémoire No. 2, paragraph24)

Meaning of personaleffects

6. a) The Conventionon the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations
(Section18, subsection(g) will be interpretedto conformto themostliberal international
practicein this respect. Current import formalities will be simplified and facilitated;
subject to paragraph9 hereunder,there will be no discrimination betweenusedand
unusedpersonal effects.

N’ 2728
Vol. zoz-xo
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b) In particular,provisionalimport licencesof unspecifieddurationwill be granted
for the motorvehiclesof internationallyrecruitedofficials in accordancewith the proce-
duresuggestedby the Agency in the above-mentionedAide-Mémoire(paragraph31):

“a) Motor vehicles,usedor new, will be admitted duty-freethroughoutthe entire
period of their owner’s employmentwith the Agency.

“b) Resalein the Lebanonwill not beallowedexcepton conditionsapprovedby the
competentLebaneseauthorities(the arrangementsadoptedin this connection
will be similar to that applicableto diplomatic missions in Lebanon);“

Duration ofperiod during which officials can import their personaleffectsfree of duty

7. In view of the particulardifficulties encounteredby theAgency’s international
officials, theperiodof free importationof personaleffectsin generalmay be extendedby
theMinistry of ForeignAffairs to covera periodof oneyear.

(Aide-MémoireNo. 2, paragraph33)

Diplomatic status

8. In conformity with General Assembly Resolution 302 (IV)’ and the practice
followed by a largenumberof otherStatesregardingtheseniorofficials of international
organizations,a very limited numberof seniorofficials belongingto the Administration
at UNRWA Headquarters,will be granteddiplomatic status(four officials, plus the
UNRWA Representativeto Lebanon).

(Aide-Mémoire No. 2, paragraphs41-44)

Abuses

9. It is understoodthat theAgencyundertakesto seethat noneof theabove-men-
tioned facilities give rise to any abuse,and to take theappropriatemeasuresto rectify
any abusesbroughtto its knowledge.

(Aide-Mémoire No. 2, paragraph40)

II

UNITED NATIONS

RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for PalestineRefugeesin
theNearEast,presentsits complimentsto theMinistry of ForeignAffairs of the
Republic of Lebanonand, in reply to its note of today’s date,has the honour
to drawits attentionto the following statementregardingthe overall agreement
betweenthe Agency andthe Ministry, submitted by the latter to the Cabinet
andwhich wasapprovedon 27 October1954.

1 UnitedNations,Official Recordsof theFourthSessionof theGeneralAssembly(A/1251,p. 23).
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1. With regardto thelegalstatus,privileges,immunitiesandfacilitiesof theAgency
and its officials in Lebanon,theAgencynotesthat theLebaneseGovernmentis ready
to recognizein full theclaims setout in Aide-Mémoire No. 2 of 5 March 1954, andto
interprettheConventionon thePrivilegesand Immunities of theUnited Nationsof 13
February1946, in accordancewith internationalpractice.

2. With respectto the future annualcontribution of theLebaneseGovernmentto
therelief andworksprogrammefor Palestinerefugees,theAgencynotesthattheGovern-
ment is preparedto make a contribution amountingto 0.06% of theAgency’s budget
in the form of direct servicesrenderedto certaincategoriesof Palestinerefugeesliving
in Lebanon.

However, in orderthat theGovernmentmay be ableto payits contribution to the
Agency’sbudgetin cash, the latter is willing to assumefinancial responsibility for the
saidservicesup to theamountstated,in accordancewith a procedureto be established
later by mutual agreement.

3. With regardto the past, theAgencynotesthat the Governmentis preparedto
refund theamountslisted in theannexto theabove-mentionedAide-Mémoire,as well
as landing feeschargedin respectof the United Nations plane. To thesesumswill
be addedthoseincurredsincethedateup to which theamountslisted in thesaidAide-
Mémoire were based.

4. The Agencynotesthat theLebaneseGovernmenthasstatedthat thecontribu-
tionswhich Lebanonhadpromisedto payto theAgency’sbudgetfor the financialyears
from 1951 through30 June 1954 havebeenspentdirectly or indirectly by theGovern-
mentin giving assistanceto Palestinerefugeesliving in Lebanon. TheAgencytherefore
considersthis questionto havebeensettledin so far as thepastis concerned.

5. With regardto the expensesassumedby the Central RefugeeCommittee,the
Agency would like to emphasizethat it considersin its opinion that the responsibility
for theseexpensesshouldin principlehavebeenassumedby theGovernment. However,
theAgencyis preparedin a spirit of good will to assumeresponsibility for thesum of
LL 147,673for theperiodending30April 1954,subjectto audit of the relevantvouchers.

6. The Agencyhasthe further honourto acknowledgereceiptof the text decided
by agreementbetweentheMinistry andtheAgency, settingout thespecificarrangement
for the overall agreementadoptedby both parties.

The Agency takesthis occasionto renewto the Ministry of ForeignAffairs
the assurancesof its highest consideration.

Beirut, 26 November 1954

(Signed) W. E. F. CONRAD

To theMinistry of ForeignAffairs of the Republic of Lebanon

Beirut

N’ 2728


