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No. 2476. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND INDIA RELATING TO FLIGHTS OF
MILITARY AIRCRAFT. NEW DELHI, 1 AND 5 JULY
1947

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Indian Memberfor ExternalAffairs and
CommonwealthRelations

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 154
New Delhi, July 1, 1947

The HonorableMemberfor ExternalAffairs
andCommonwealthRelations

Governmentof India
New Delhi

Sir:

I havethe honor to refer to discussionswhich havetakenplace during the
pastseveralmonthsbetweenofficers of the Departmentof ExternalAffairs and
CommonwealthRelations, Governmentof India, and representativesof the
Embassyof the United Statesof America in New Delhi, as well as to various
communicationswhich havebeen exchangedon the subject,with respectto
flights acrossIndia by military aircraftof the United Statesof Americaandthe
facilities to be accordedsuchaircraft while within Indian territory.

It is my Government’sunderstandingthat the Governmentof India agrees
to the continuanceof the United StatesArmy Air Forcesoperationsto and
acrossIndia on a special mission basis,subject to the following stipulations.

1. TheGovernmentofIndiahasnoobjectionto thetemporarystationingof American
groundcrewsat specifiedmilitary airfields on special occasionsfor the purposeof ser-
vicing Americanmilitary aircrafttransitingIndia in group or unit, providedsuchcrews
departas soonas their task is completed. The stationingof suchpersonnelis expected
notto exceedone to two weeks.

1 Caine into force on 5 July 1947 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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2. Facilitiesfor theseflights transitingIndiaareto beavailableat Maripur (Karachi),
Agra, Barrackporeand/orKharagpur. The aircraftareto enterfrom thewestat Maripur
and from the eastat Barrackporeor Kharagpur. Agra can be usedfor intermediate
landings,and anyairdromecan be usedin an emergency.

3. Night stopsareto be confinedto oneairfield to be designated. Palam airfield
at New Delhi will havethis designationuntil it is taken over by the civil authorities
after which anothersuitableairport will be designated.

4. Forty-eighthoursnoticeis to begivento Air Headquarters(India)of anyprojected
arrivals.

5. Facilities which are availableto theAir Forcesof India pertainingto servicing,
accommodation,messingand transportare also to be available to Americanmilitary
aircraft, subjectto conditions statedin this paragraph. The United StatesArmy Air
Forcesareto provide all specialistequipmentandspecialistpersonnelrequiredfor the
maintenanceof their aircraft, whereasnon-specializedequipmentheld by the Royal
Air Force for servicingRoyal Air Forceaircraft is to be availableto theUnited States
Army Air Forceson loan wheresuchloan doesnot conflict with Royal Air Force com-
mitments. RefuelingatPalamairfieldis to be in accordancewith the “ Jupiterscheme”
(under which refuelling is done by a commercialpetroleum companyinsteadof by
military personnel), and arrangementsfor refuelling American military aircraft at
Palam areto be madewith the “Jupiter” refuelling contractor. The Governmentof
India doesnotproposeto chargelandingorhousingfeeswith respectto Americanmilitary
aircraft, and all normal facilities relating to radio, meteorologyand flying aids will be
provided free of charge;but the United StatesGovernmentagreesto pay for supplies
of fuel, lubricants and sparesreceived from the Governmentof India, as well as for
any repairsto or maintenanceof Americanmilitary aircraft which might be performed
by theGovernmentof India. Americanair crewsalsowill bechargedfor accommodation
and messing. Accountsin the foregoing connectionareto be renderedto the United
StatesMilitary Air Attachestationedin New Delhi, who will also be designatedto work
out other detailedarrangements.

6. The regulationsof the Governmentof India relating to customs, health and
passportexaminationwhich areapplicableto theRoyalAir Forceaircraftandpersonnel
will likewise be appliedto Americanmilitary aircraft arid personnel.

7. The facilities accordedto the United States Governmentunder the present
agreementare confined to United Statesmilitary aircraft bearingappropriateservice
markingsandmannedby service crewsin uniform arid on duty. Permissionfor such
aircraft to carry farepayingpassengersis grantedin caseswhereno Americancivil air
serviceis available;such permissionto be valid until October24, 1947, at which time
it will be subjectto further consideration.

No. 2476
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8. The permissionand arrangementsas describedaboveareto extendfor a period
of two yearsin the first instance,subjectto six months’ terminationnoticeby eitherthe
Governmentof India or the Governmentof the United Statesof America.

I shall be glad to haveyou inform me whether it is the understandingof
your Goverrimentthat the terms of agreementgoverningthe transit of India
by American military aircraft are as setforth above. If so, it is suggestedthat
July 5, 1947 becomethe effective date. If your Governmentconcurs in this
suggestion,the Governmentof the United Statesof America will regard the
agreementas becomingeffective at suchtime.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Henry F. GRADY

II

The Indian Memberfor External Affairs and CommonwealthRelations to the
AmericanAmbassador

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

INDIA

To His Excellencythe Ambassadorof the
United Statesof America

New Delhi
DatedNew Delhi 3, the 5th July 1947

No. D. 5005-FEA/47

Your Excellency,

I havethehonour to acknowledgeyour noteof July 1st, 1947, which reads
as follows:

[Seenote I]

I am pleasedto inform you that the Governmentof Iridia acceptthe terms
of the agreementas commuriicatedin your note quotedaboveand agreewith
your suggestionthat the agreementbecomeeffective on July 5, 1947.

I havethe honourto be, with the highestconsideration
Your Excellency’sobedientservant

JawaharlalNEHRU

Memberfor ExternalAffairs
and CommonwealthRelations
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
INDIA AMENDING THE AGREEMENT OF 1 AND
5 JULY 1947 RELATING TO FLIGHTS OF MILITARY
AIRCRAFT. NEW DELHI, 22 APRIL AND 3 MAY 1948

The Indian Ministerfor External Affairs and CommonwealthRelations to the~
AmericanAmbassador

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS

Dated, New Delhi 3, the 22nd April, l94~
No. D. 1750-FEA/48

The Minister for ExternalAffairs and CommonwealthRelationspresents
his complimentsto His Excellency the Ambassadorof the United Statesof
Americaandhasthe honour to refer to his letter No. 249, datedthe 24thSep..
tember 1947,2 regardingflights acrossIndia by United Statesmilitary aircraft
arid the facilities to be accordedto suchaircraft while within Indian territory.

2. As suggestedin paragraph2 of the letter underreference,the Govern-
ment of India agreeto therevision of riumberedparagraph2 of the arrangemerit~
already reached. The partition of the country, has further necessitatedthe
amendmentof certain otherarrangements,arid the Governmentof India there-
fore considerthat the numberedparagraph2 should read as follows :—

“2. Facilities for theseflights transitingIndiaare to be availableat Bombay(Santa
Cruz),Agra,aridDum Dum. Theaircraftshouldland, for customsarid healthexamina-
tiori, at—

“(i) Bombay (SantaCruz) Airport if it entersIndia direct from the West
without landing at Karachi,

or

(ii) Palamif it hasalreadybeenclearedat Karachiby the Healthauthorities,.

“(iii) Dum Dum if it entersIndia from the East.

“Agra canbeusedfor intermediatelandings,andanyaerodromecanbe usedin an
emergency.”

1 Cameinto force on 3 May 1948 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
Not printed by the Departmentof State of the UnitedStatesof America.
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It may howeverbe notedthat facilitiespertainingto servicing,accommoda-
tion, messingandtransportcannotbe provided at Dum Dum airport. These
may possibly be obtainedby the United StatesMilitary authoritiesby arrange-
ment with Pan-AmericanAirways. Facilities will not also be available at
Barrackporeas no unit of the Royal Indian Air Forcewill be locatedthere.

3. The secondsentenceof clause7 of the arrangementsalreadyreached
should now be deletedas the privilege therebyconferredexpiredon the 24th
October 1947. It is consideredthat fare-payingpassengers,if requiring inter-
national air transport, should be carriedby civil airlines andnot on Stateair-
craft.

4. Throughoutthe agreement,the words” RoyalAir Force“ or” R.A.F “,

whereverused,shouldbe substitutedby the words “ Royal Indian Air Force
or “ R.I.A.F “.

[sEAL]

To His Excellency the Ambassadorof the
UnitedStatesof America

New Delhi

II

TheAmericanChargéd’Affaires ad interim to theIndian Minister
for ExternalAffairs and CommonwealthRelations

AMERICAN EMBASSY

New Delhi, India, May 3, 1948

No. 157

The Chargéd’Affaires ad interim of the United Statesof America presents
his complimentsto the Honorable Minister for ExternalAffairs andCommon-
wealth Relationsand has the honor to refer to his note No. D.1750-FEA/48
datedApril 22, 1948, regardingamendmentsto art arrangementdatedJuly 5,
1947 with respectto flights acrossIndia by United Statesmilitary aircraft.

The revisions suggestedin the aforementionednote are satisfactoryto the
United StatesGovernment,which now regardsthe previous arrangementas
amendedaccordingly.

The United StatesGovernmentagrees,as a matter of generalprinciple,
that fare-payinginternationalpassengersshould be carriedby civil air services,
where available, rather than state aircraft. Regulationsof the U.S. National
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Military Establishmentpermit the carriageof passengersby U.S. Military air-
craft under exceptionalcircumstances,andwhen such travel is deemedto be
in thenationalinterest. However, it is anticipatedthat any suchtraffic into or
throughIndia would beeither nil or negligible. If desiredby the Government
of India, the Embassywill be pleasedto discussthis matter further.

The HonorableMinister for ExternalAffairs
andCommortwealthRelations

New Delhi

No. 2476


