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No. 2484. DECLARATION’ BY AUSTRALIA RECOGNIZING
AS COMPULSORY THE JURISDICTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COURTOF JUSTICE, IN CONFORMITY WITH
ARTICLE 36, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE STATUTE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. NEW YORK,
6 FEBRUARY 1954

WHEREAS by paragraph5 of Article 36 of the Statuteof the International
Court of Justicea declaration2madeunderArticle 36 of the Statuteof the Per-
manentCourt of InternationalJustice2andstill in force at the cominginto opera-
tion of the Statuteof the InternationalCourt of Justiceis deemed,as between
the partiesto the latter Statute, to be an acceptanceof the compulsoryjurisdic-
tion of the InternationalCourt of Justicefor the period which it still has to run
and in accordancewith its terms

AND WHEREAS on the cominginto operationof the Statuteof theInternational
Court of Justicetherewasstill in force in respectof Australiaa declarationmade
on 21 August 1940~underArticle 36 of the Statuteof the PermanentCourt of
International Justice;

AND WHEREAS that declarationacceptedas compulsorythe jurisdiction of
the Court in respectof certain disputesfor a period of five years from the date
thereofand thereafteruntil suchtime as noticemight be given to terminatethe
acceptance;

AND WHEREAS the Governmentof Australia is desirousof terminating that
acceptanceandalso of making anewdeclarationof acceptancein termsappropriate
to contemporarycircumstances

Now THEREFOREI, William DouglassForsyth,Headof the AustralianMission
to the United Nations,acting on behalf of the Governmentof Australia and in
accordancewith instructionsin that regardfrom The Right HonourableRichard
Gardiner Casey, Minister of State for External Affairs,

(1) give notice that I herebyterminatethe acceptanceby Australiaof the com-
pulsory jurisdiction of the InternationalCourt of Justicehitherto effective
by virtue of the declarationmadeon 21 August 1940 underArticle 36 of the
Statuteof the PermanentCourt of InternationalJusticeandmadeapplicable

1 Deposited with the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations on 6 February 1954.
2 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. VI, p. 379 and 389; Vol. LXXXVIII, p. 281

Vol. C, p. 155, and Vol. CXCVII, p. 288.
Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CC, p. 494 and 496, and p. 380 of this volume.
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to the InternationalCourt of Justiceby paragraph5 of Article 36 of the
Statuteof that Court

~,2) declare,underparagraph2 of Article 36 of the Statuteof the International
Court of Justice,that the Governmentof Australiarecognizesas compulsory
ipso facto and without special agreement,in relation to any other State
acceptingthe same obligation, the jurisdiction of the International Court
of Justice,from the date of this declarationand thereafteruntil notice is
given to terminatethis declaration,in all legaldisputesarisingafter 18 August
1930with regardto situationsor factssubsequentto that dateandconcerning:

(a) the interpretationof a treaty;

(b) any questionof internationallaw;

(c) the existenceof any factwhich, if established,would constitutea breach
of an international obligation

(d) the nature or extent of the reparationto be madefor the breachof an
international obligation

but this declaration does not apply to
(i) disputesin regardto which the partiesto the disputehaveagreedor shall

agreeto haverecourseto some other method of peacefulsettlement
(ii) disputeswith the Governmentof any other memberof the British Common-

wealth of Nations,all of which disputeswill be settled in such manneras
the parties have agreedor shall agree

(iii) disputeswith regardto questionswhich by internationallaw fall exclusively
within the jurisdiction of Australia;

(iv) disputesarising out of events occurring at a time when the Government
of Australia was or is involved in hostilities; and

(v) disputesarisingoutof or concerningjurisdictionor rightsclaimedor exercised
by Australia—

(a) in respectof thecontinentalshelf of Australiaandthe Territoriesunder
the authority of Australia, as that continental shelf is described or
delimited in the Australian Proclamationsof 10 September1953 or
in or under the Australian Pearl FisheriesActs

(b) in respectof the natural resourcesof the sea-bedand subsoil of that
continental shelf, including the products of sedentary fisheries; or

(c) in respectof Australian waters,within the meaningof the Australian
Pearl FisheriesActs, being jurisdiction or rights claimed or exercised
in respectof thosewatersby or under thoseActs,
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except a dispute in relation to which the parties have first agreedupon a
modusvivendi pending the final decisionof the Court in the dispute;

And this declaration is subject to the condition that the Governmentof
Australia reservesthe right to require that proceedingsin the Court shall be
suspendedin any disputein respectof which the Security Council of the United
Nations is exercisingthe functions assignedto it by the Charter of the United
Nations, provided that notice to suspendis given within ten days of the
notification of the initiation of the proceedingsin the Court, and provided
also that the suspensionshall be limited to a periodof twelve months or such
longer periodasmaybeagreedby the partiesto the disputeor determined by a
decision of the Security Council.

SIGNED AND SEALED by the said William DouglassForsyth this sixth day
of February one thousandnine hundredand fifty-four.

W. D. FORSYTH
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