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No. 2491. TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND ALLIANCE’
BETWEENHER MAJESTY IN RESPECTOF THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF LIBYA. SIGNED AT BENGHAZI,
ON 29 JULY 1953

HerMajestyThe Queenof the United Kingdomof GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland and of Her other Realms and Territories (hereinafterreferredto as Her
Britannic Majesty) and His Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Libya
(hereinafterreferredto as His MajestyThe King of Libya)

Consideringthat on the 24th day of December,1951, the United Kingdom
of Libya becamean independentsovereignState in pursuanceof resolutionsof
the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations dated the 21st day of November,
19492and the 17thday of November,1950 ;3

And being animatedby a sinceredesire to consolidatethe friendship and
goodrelationswhich exist betweenTheir Majesties

And desiringto concludea Treaty of FriendshipandAlliancewith this object
aIld with the objectof strengtheningthe contributionwhich eachof them will be
ableto maketo the maintenanceof internationalpeaceandsecurityin accordance
with the provisionsandprinciples of the Charterof the United Nations:

Have accordinglyappointedas their Plenipotentiaries:

Her Britannic Majesty:
for the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland:

Sir Alec Kirkbride, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., Her Majesty’s
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

His Majesty The King of Libya:

for the United Kingdom of Libya:
EssayedMahmud Muntasser,Prime Minister and Minister for

Foreign Affairs.

Who, having exhibited their full powersfound in good and due form, have
agreedas follows

1 Cameinto force on 7 December1953 by theexchangeof the instrumentsof ratification
at Benghazi, in accordancewith article 5.

2 United Nations, Official Records0/ the Fourth Sessionof the General Assembly(A/ 1251),
p. 10.

United Nations,Official Recordsof the GeneralAssembly,Fifth Session,SupplementNo. 20
(A/1775), p. 17.
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Article 1

There shall be peaceand friendship and a close alliance betweenthe High
ContractingPartiesin consecrationof their cordial understandingandtheir good
relations.

Eachof the High ContractingPartiesundertakesnot to adopt in regardto
foreign countries an attitude which is inconsistentwith the affiance or which
might createdifficulties for the other party thereto.

Article 2

Should either High Contracting Party become engagedin war or armed
conifict, the other High Contracting Party will, subjectalways to the provisions
of Article 4, immediately cometo his aid as a measureof collective defence. In
the eventof an imminentmenaceof hostilitiesinvolving eitherof the High Con-.
tracting Partiesthey will immediately concert togetherthe necessarymeasures
of defence.

Article 3

The High ContractingPartiesrecognisethat it is in their common interest
to provide for their mutual defenceand to ensurethat their countriesare in a
position to play their part in the maintenanceof internationalpeaceandsecurity.
To this endeachwill furnishto theotherall thefacilities andassistancein his power
on terms to be agreedupon. In return for facilities provided by His Majesty
The King of Libya for British armedforces in Libya on conditionsto be agreed
upon, Her Britannic Majesty will provide financial assistanceto His Majesty
The King of Libya, on terms to be agreedupon as aforesaid.

Article 4

Nothing in the presentTreaty is intendedto, or shall in any way, prejudice
the rights andobligationswhich devolve,or may devolve,upon either of the High
ContractingPartiesunder the Charterof the United Nations or underany other
existing internationalagreements,conventionsor treaties,including, in the case
of Libya, the Covenantof the Leagueof Arab States.1

Article 5

This Treaty shallbe ratified and shall comeinto force upon the exchangeof
instrumentsof ratificationwhich shalltakeplaceassoonas possible.

United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 70, p. 237.
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Article 6

This Treaty shallremainin force for a periodof twentyyearsexcept in so far
as it may berevisedor replacedby a new Treaty during thatperiodby agreement
of both the High ContractingParties,and it shallin anycasebe reviewedat the
endof ten years. Eachof the High ContractingPartiesagreesin this connexion
to have in mind the extent to which international peaceand security can be
ensuredthrough the United Nations. Before the expiry of a period of nineteen
yearseitherHigh ContractingParty may give to the other throughthe diplomatic
channelnoticeof terminationat theendof thesaid periodof twenty years. If the
Treaty has not beenso terminated,and subject to any revision or replacement
thereof,it shallcontinuein force after the periodof twenty yearsuntil the expiry
of one yearafter noticeof terminationhasbeengiven by either High Contracting
Party to the other throughthe diplomaticchannel.

Article 7

Should any difference arise relative to the application or interpretationof
the presentTreaty and should the High ContractingParties fail to settle such
difference by direct negotiations,it shall be referred to the InternationalCourt
of Justiceunlessthe partiesagreeto anothermodeof settlement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the above-namedPlenipotentiarieshave signed the

presentTreaty and affixed theretotheir Seals.

DONE ifl duplicateat Benghazithis twenty-ninth day of July, 1953, in the
English andArabic languages,both texts being equally authentic.

[L.S.) A. KIRKBRIDE [L.S.] MahmudMUNTASSER

No. 2491
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES REGARDING THE OPERATION OF THE
TREATY AND MILITARY AND FINANCIAL AGREEMENTSBEFORE
THE EXCHANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION

I

Her Majesty’sMinister in Libya to the Libyan Prime Ministerand
Minister for ForeignA ifairs

Benghazi,July 29, 1953
Your Excellency,

I have the honour to propose,on instructionsfrom the Governmentof the
United Kir~gdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,that the provisionsof the
Treaty of Friendshipand Alliance,’ the Military Agreement2and the Financial
Agreement,3signedthis day betweenthe United Kingdom and Libya should, in
view of the needfor continuity in the military andfinancial relationshipbetween
our two Governments,operatein any periodduringthe remainderof the financial
yearendingon the 31stof March, 1954,whichmay now elapsebeforethe exchange
of instrumentsof ratification of the said Treaty and Agreements,and should
thereby supersedethe Anglo-Libyan Interim Agreementof the 21st of March,
1953.~

If the Libyan Governmentacceptthis proposal,I havethe honourto suggest
that the presentNote andyour Excellency’sreply in that senseshouldbe regarded
as placing formally on recordthe Agreementreachedbetweenour two Govern-
mentsin this matter.

I avail, &c.
A. KIRKBRIDE

See p. 185 of this volume.
See p. 201 of this volume.

2 See p. 277 of this volume.
United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 172, p. 85, and p. 372 of this volume.
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[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION2]

UNITED KINGDOM OF LIBYA
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Benghazi,July 29, 1953
Your Excellency,

I havethehonourtoacknowledgereceiptof your Excellency’sNoteof to-day’s
datein the following terms :—

[Seenote I]

In reply I havethe honourto inform your Excellencythat the Government
of Libya agreethat your Note, together with the presentreply in that sense,
shouldbe regardedas constitutingan Agreementbetweenour two Governments
in this matter.

Pleaseaccept,&c.
M. MUNTASSER

1 Translation by the Governmentof the United Kingdom.

~ Traduction du Gouvernementdu Royaume-Uni.
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