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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 2504. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING
AN AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN GREECEAND LEBANON
CONCERNINGTHE ABOLITION OF THE MIXED COURTS
IN LEBANON. BEIRUT, 1 AND 10 SEPTEMBER 1947

I

ROYAL GREEK LEGATION IN SYRIA AND LEBANON

No. 1187 D/2
Beirut, 1 September1947

Sir,

On the instructionsof my Government,I havethe honourto inform you of
the following

The Royal Greek Governmentconsidersthat on the abolition of the Mixed
Tribunalsin Lebanon,thecapitulatoryjurisdiction of theGreekConsularTribunals
should,from the purely theoreticalstandpoint,havebeenrestoredandmaintained
until the conclusionof an agreementfor the abolition of that jurisdiction.

However,having regardto the fact that the LebaneseGovernmentdoesnot
acceptthis principle,the GreekGovernment,notwishing to insiston theacceptance
of its own point of view, agreesto the abolition of the Mixed Tribunals as from
1 January 1947, subject to the following conditions

With respectto the legal statusof Greek nationals in Lebanon,the Royal
Greek Governmentnaturally agreesthat they shouldin future he subject to the
full andentirejurisdictionof the Lebanesenationalcourtsat all stagesof procedure.
On the other hand,the GreekGovernmentis confidentthat the LebaneseGovern-
ment is willing to adopt with respectto the personalstatusof Greek nationals~
subjectto reciprocity,the principleacceptedby mostcountries,i. e. theapplication
to those personsof their national law.

The acceptanceof this principle would entail the applicationof Greek laws
to Greeknationalsin Lebanonin all mattersrelatingto personalstatusin general,
suchas marriage,matrimonial rights andobligations,divorce,judicial separation,
matrimonial regime, paternity, filiation, legitimation, adoption, legal capacity
and majority, interdiction, testamentaryor intestate succession,the partition
and settlementof estates,etc.

1 Cameinto force on 10 September1947, with retroactiveeffect from 1 January1947, by
the exchange,and in accordancewith theterms, of thesaid letters.
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Similarly, Lebaneselaw would be applied in Greeceto Lebanesenationals,
subject to the sameconditions.

It is understoodthat the competentauthoritiesof the countryof the person
concernedwill wherenecessaryfurnishthe judicial authoritiesof theothercountry
with information regarding the laws relating to the matters referredto above.

It is also understoodthat Greek nationals in Lebanonwill automatically
enjoy any benefit which is maintained,recognizedor grantedde facto or de jure
in respectof jurisdiction over aliens.

I shouldbe gratefulif you would communicatethe agreementof the Lebanese
Governmentto the foregoing proposalsas soonas possible.

I have the honour to be etc.

N. HADJIVASSILIOU
Acting Greek Chargéd’Affaires in Lebanon

Mr. Hamid Frangie
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Beirut

II

LEBANESE REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND OF LEBANESE OVERSEAS

Political Department

No. 798/S
Beirut, 10 September1947

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledgereceipt of your letter No. 1187 D/2 of
1 September1947 by which, on theinstructionsof your Government,you commun-
icated the following

[See letter 1]

I havethe honour to inform you that the LebaneseGovernmentconsents
to the foregoingproposals.

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) Riad SOLH
Presidentof the Council of Ministers

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Hadjivassiliou
Greek Chargé d’Affaires
Beirut
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