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No. 2827. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GREEK GOVERN-
MENT REGARDING THE SUBMISSION TO ARBITRA-
TION OF THE AMBATIELOS CLAIM. SIGNED AT
LONDON, ON 24 FEBRUARY 1955

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Irelandandthe Royal Hellenic Government:

Considering
(1) that the InternationalCourt of Justice,acting in virtue of Article 29

of the Anglo-Greek Treaty of CommerceandNavigation of July 16, 1926,2
has decidedby a Judgmentdeliveredon May 19, 1953~that the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and NorthernIreland (hereinafter
called the United Kingdom Government)are under an obligation to submit
to arbitrationin accordancewith the Anglo-GreekDeclarationof July 16, 1926
(hereinaftercalled the 1926 Declaration)the differenceas to the validity under
the Anglo-GreekTreaty of Commerceand Navigationof November10, 1 886~
(hereinaftercalledthe 1886 Treaty)of the claimpresentedby the Royal Hellenic
Governmenton behalf of Mr. Nicolas EustacheAmbatielos(hereinaftercalled
the Ambatielos claim);

(2) that the 1926 Declaration provides that any differenceswhich may
arisebetweenthe two Governmentsas to the validity of claims on behalf of
privatepersonsbasedon the provisionsof the 1886 Treatyshall,at the request
of eitherGovernment,bereferredto arbitrationin accordancewith theprovisions
of the Protocol of November10, 1886 (hereinaftercalled the 1886 Protocol)
annexedto the 1886 Treaty; and

(3) that the 1886 Protocolprovidesthat anycontroversieswhich mayarise
respectingthe interpretationor the executionof the 1886 Treaty, or the conse-
quencesof anyviolation thereof,shall be submitted,whenthe meansof settling
them directlyby amicableagreementare exhausted,to the decisionsof Commis-
sions of Arbitration, the result of such arbitration to be binding upon both
Governments,andalsothat the membersof suchCommissionsshallbe selected
by the two Governmentsby commonconsent:

1 Cameinto force on 24 February1955, by signature.
2 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. LXI, p. 15; Vol. LXIII, p. 428; Vol. LXXXIII,

p. 417; Vol. LXXXVIII, p. 356; Vol. XCVI, p. 192; Vol. C, p. 222; Vol. CXXVI, p. 446; Vol.
CXLVII, p. 343, and Vol. CXLVII, p. 333.

Ambatielos case(meritsto arbitrate),Judgmentof May 19th, 1953: I. C. 7. Reports5953,
p. 10.

~De Martens : NouveauRecueilgeneralde Traités, deuxièmesérie, tome XIII, p. 518.



190 United Nations — Treaty Series 1955

Have decided to concludean Agreementwith a view to submitting the
Ambatielos claim to arbitration in conformity with the aboveprovisions and
for that purposehaveappointedas their plenipotentiaries:

The United Kingdom Government:

Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,PermanentUnder-Secretary

of Statefor ForeignAffairs;
The Royal Hellenic Government:

His Excellency Monsieur Basile Mostras,AmbassadorExtraordinary
andPlenipotentiaryof Greecein London;

Who, havingexhibitedtheir respectivefull powers,found in good anddue
form,

Have agreedas follows :—

Article 1

(a) The Commissionof Arbitration (hereinaftercalled the Commission)
shall be composedof:

Monsieur Ricardo J. Alfaro
Monsieur Algot J.F. Bagge
Monsieur Maurice Bourquin
Monsieur JohnSpiropoulos
GeraldThesiger,Esquire, Q.C.

(b) ThePresidentof the Commissionshallbe Monsieur RicardoJ. Alfaro.
(c) Should any Memberof the Commissiondie or becomeunableto act,

the vacancyshall be filled by a new Member appointedby the Government
which nominatedthe Memberto be replacedor by agreementbetweenthe two
Governments,accordingto the mannerof the original appointment.

Article 2

The Commissionis requestedto determine—

(a) the validity of the Ambatielosclaim underthe 1886Treatyhaving regardto:

(i) the questionraisedby the United Kingdom Governmentof undue
delay in the presentationof the claim on the basis of the Treaty;

(ii) the questionraisedby the United Kingdom Governmentof the non-
exhaustionof legal remediesin the English Courts in respectof the
acts allegedto constitutebreachesof the Treaty;

(iii) the provisions of the Treaty;

(b) in the eventof the Commissionholding that the claim is valid, whether
the United Kingdom Governmentought now in all the circumstances
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to pay compensationto the Royal Hellenic Government;and if so, the
amount of such compensation.

Article 3

(a) The Commissionshall, subject to the provisionsof this Agreement,
determineits own procedureandall questionsaffecting the conductof the arbi-
tration.

(b) In the absenceof unanimity, the decisionsof the Commissionon all
questions,whetherof substanceor procedure,shallbe given by a majorityvote
of its Members,including all questionsrelatingto the competenceof the Com-
mission, theinterpretationof thisAgreement,andthe determinationof theissues
specifiedin Article 2 hereof.

Article 4

(a) The Partiesshall, within fourteendays of the signatureof the present
Agreement,eachappointan Agent for the purposesof the arbitration, andshall
communicatethe nameandaddressof their respectiveAgentsto eachotherand
to the Commission.

(b) Each Agent so appointed shall be entitled, as occasionmay require
andfor suchperiodashemayspecify, to nominateaDeputyto act for him, upon
making asimilar communicationof the Deputy’snameandaddress.

Article 5

(a) Theproceedingsshallbe written andoral.

(b) Thewritten proceedingsshall consistinitially of a Caseto besubmitted
by the Royal Hellenic Governmentwithin 4 monthsof the signatureof the
presentAgreementandof a Counter-caseto be submittedby the United King-
dom Governmentwithin 4 months of the submissionof the Hellenic Case.

(c) The Commissionshall havepowerto extendthe above time-limits at
the requestof eitherParty.

(d) The oral hearing shall follow the written proceedings,and shall be
held in private at such place and time as the Commission,after consultation
with the two Agents,may determine.

(e) The Parties may be representedat the oral hearing by their Agents
andby suchCounselandadvisersas they may appoint.

Article 6

(a) The pleadings, written and oral, and the Commission’sdecisions,
shall be either in the French or the English language.
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(b) The Commissionshallarrangefor suchtranslationsandinterpretations
as maybe requisite,andshallbe entitled to engageall suchtechnical,secretarial
andclericalstaff, andto makeall sucharrangementsin respectof accommodation
andthe purchaseor hire of equipment,as may be necessary.

Article 7

(a) TheCommissionshalldeliverits decisionsin writing, giving the reasons
therefor, andshall transmitone signedcopy to eachAgent.

(b) Any questionof subsequentpublication of the proceedingsshall be
decidedby agreementbetweenthe two contractingGovernments.

Article 8

(a) The remunerationof Membersof the Commission shall be borne
equally by the two contractingGovernments.

(b) The generalexpensesof the arbitration shallbe borneequally by the
two Governments,but eachGovernmentshall bear its own expensesincurred
in or for the preparationandpresentationof its case.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the above-mentionedplenipotentiarieshave signed
the presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicate at London, in the English language,the 24th day of
February, 1955.

Ivone KIRKPATRICK
B. MOSTRAS
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