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No. 2859. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GER-
MANY RELATING TO PASSPORTVISA FEES. BONN,
12 AND 30 DECEMBER 1952 AND 9 JANUARY 1953

The Office of the UnitedStatesHigh Commissionerto the Foreign Office of the
FederalRepublic of Germany

UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY

The Office of the United StatesHigh Commissionerpresentsits com-
plimentsto the ForeignOffice of the FederalRepublicof Germanyandhasthe
honorto transmitthe following message.

The Governmentof the United Statesunderstandsthat the Government
of the FederalRepublicof Germanyis preparedto concludean agreementfor
the abolitionof visa requirements,but not passportrequirements,for American
citizensproceedingto Germanywho desire to remain thereinfor a temporary
period of time. The Governmentof the UnitedStatesis appreciativeof the
proposedaction on the part of the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof
Germany,but becauseof the provisionsof Section212 (a) (26) (B) of the Im-
migrationandNationalityAct,2 whichrequirethat eachalien applyingfor admis-
sion as a nonimmigrant,exceptin certain specifiedcasesset forth in Section
212 (d) (4) of the Act, be in possessionof avalid nonimmigrantvisa or a border
crossingidentification card, the Governmentof the UnitedStatesis unableto
accordidenticalcourtesiesto Germancitizenswhodesireto proceedto the United
Statesandapplyfor admissionasnonimmigrants.The Governmentof theUnited
Stateswill, however,grant passportvisas without fee which may be valid for
anynumberof applicationsfor admissioninto the UnitedStateswithin amax-
imum period of twelve monthsfrom the date of issuanceto eligible German
citizenswho arebonafidenonimmigrantswithin the meaningof theAct, andwho
seekto enterthe UnitedStatesandits possessionsas nonimmigrants,provided
the Germanpassportor the CombinedTravel Board travel documentof the
bearerremainsvalid during the period of validity of the visa. In the casesof
suchGermancitizenswhoareclassifiedunder Section101 (a) (15) (B), (C), (D),
and (E), of the Act, the visas maybe valid for any numberof applicationsfor
admissionwithin aperiodof twenty-fourmonthsfrom date of issuance. It is

1 Cameinto force on I February1953, in accordancewith the termsof the saidnotes.

United Statesof A~nerjca;Public Law 414; 66 Stat, 184,
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understoodthat the aforementionedCombinedTravel Board travel document
entitlesthe bearerto enterGermany.

The period of validity of a visa relatesonly to the period within which it

may be usedin connectionwith an applicationfor admissionat a port of entry
into the UnitedStatesandits possessions,andnot to the length of stayin the
United Stateswhich may be permitted the bearerafter he is admitted. The
period of each stay will, as at present,continueto be determinedby the Im-
migrationauthorities.

The fees for the furnishingand verificationof an applicationfor animmi-
grant visaandtheissuanceof suchvisato permit analien to applyfor admission
into the United Statesandits possessionswith the privilege of residingperma-
nently therein,are $25.00; thisamountis prescribedby Section281 (1)and(2)
of the Act andmaynot be changedon the basisof an executiveagreement.

TheImmigrationandNationalityActcontainsno provisionforthecollection
of headtax or othertaxesatports of entry into the United States.

Enclosure:
Extractsof theImmigration andNationality Act.

H.J.L.
Mehiemer Aue, Bad Godesberg

December12, 1952

II

The Foreign Office of the Federal Republic of Germanyto the Office of the

UnitedStatesHigh Commissioner

[G~M~ TEXT — TEXTE ALLEMAND]

AUSWARTIGES AMT

524-10/80adh. I V 66 188/52

Das AuswartigeAmt beehrtsich, den Empfangdes SchreibensdesAmtes
des Hohen Kommissarsder VereinigtenStaatenvom 12. Dezember1952 zu
bestatigen.Hiernachwird folgendeVereinbarunggetroffen:

I. Deutsche,die als bona fide Nicht-Einwanderernach denVereinigten
Staatenund derenBesitzungenreisenwollen und im Besitzgultiger deutscher
Reisepasseodervon Reiseausweisenfür Deutschesind, welchevon der Bundes-
regierung als gültig anerkanntsind, erhaltengebührenfreieSichtvermerkefür
eine unbeschrankteZahl von Einreisen. Die Gültigkeitsdauer dieser Sicht-
vermerkebetragt

1 Not printed by the Departmentof Stateof the United Statesof America.

N°2859
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or travel permits for Germanswhich are recognizedas valid by the Federal
Government,may be grantedwithout fee passportvisas which shall be valid
for an unlimited numberof applicationsfor admission. The periodof validity
of thesepassportvisas shall be

1. 12 months

a) For Germandiplomaticandconsularofficials andothergovernmentofficials,
as well as for membersof their households,

b) For German studentsand personsundergoingtechnical training,
c) For Germanrepresentativesof the press, radio, film, and other information

media,who cometo the United Statessolely for the purposeof engagingin
suchvocation,as well as for their wives andchildren;

2. 24 months

a) For German nationals who are in immediate transit through the United
States,or who are temporarily visiting there, for businessor pleasure,

b) For Germanseamenandemployeesof airline companies,
c) For German nationalswho engagein commercialtransactionsbetweenthe

United StatesandGermany,or who direct or developan enterprisein which
they haveinvesteda substantialamount of capital or in which they wish to
investa substantialamount.

II. United Statescitizens who cometo the FederalRepublic as bona fide
nonimmigrantsin possessionof valid passportsof their countrymay enterthe
FederalRepublicwithout a passportvisa.

III. However, the provisions applicable to aliens in the FederalRepublic
and in the United Statesin regardto admission,temporaryor permanentstay,
andthe employmentof foreignersshallnotbe affectedby the presentregulation.

IV. This Agreementshall enterinto force on February1, 1953.

Bonn, December30, 1952
[SEAL]

III

The Office of the United StatesHigh Commissionerto the Foreign Office of the
FederalRepublicofGermany

UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR GERMANY

The Office of the United StatesHigh Commissionerpresentsits com-
pliments to the Foreign Office of the FederalRepublic of Germanyand,with
referenceto the exchangeof an American Note of December12, 1952 anda
German Note of December30, 1952 regarding the willingness of the Gov.-

N°2859
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ernmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanyto abolishthe visa requirement
for Americancitizens in returnfor the abolition, on the part of the Government
of the United Statesof America,of the visa fee for Germannationals,has the
honor to state that the Governmentof the United Statesof America agreesto
the coming into force of this arrangement,as per the terms containedin the
referenceNotes,on February1, 1953.

H.J.L.

Mehiemer Aue, Bad Godesberg

January9, 1953
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