
No. 2744

INDIA
and

FRANCE

Treaty of ce8sion of the territory of the Free Town of
Chandernagore (with Protocol). Signed at Pari8, on
2 February 1951

Official texts: English and French.

Registeredby India on 7 February 1955.

INDE
et

FRANCE

Traité de cessiondii territoire de Ia Vifie libre de Chander-
nagor (avecProtocole). Signéa Paris, le 2 février 1951

Textesofficiels anglais et Irancais.

Enregisiré par l’Inde is 7 février 1955.



156 United Nations— Treaty Series 1955

No. 2744. TREATY1 OF CESSION OF THE TERRITORY OF
THE FREE TOWN OF CHANDERNAGORE, BETWEEN
INDIA AND FRANCE. SIGNED AT PARIS, ON 2 FEB-
RUARY 1951

PREAMBLE

The Presidentof India and the Presidentof the FrenchRepublic,

Consideringthat the FrenchGovernment,in a spirit of friendshipandunder-
standing,decided,in accordancewith thelettersexchangedwith the Government
of the Republicof India on the 29thJune1948andin conformitywith the French
Constitution, to recognise that the people of the French Settlementsin India
havethe right to determinefor themselvestheir destinyand their futurestatus,

Consideringthat after the consultationof the people of the Free Town of
Chandernagorewhich took place on the 19th June 1949, the Governmentof the
FrenchRepublichas,at the requestof the Governmentof the Republicof India,
acceptedthe appointment,as a provisionalmeasure,of an Indian Administrator
in this territory on the 2nd May 1950,

Consideringthat the Governmentof the FrenchRepublicandthe Government
of the Republic of India haveboth agreedthat the Franco-IndianCommission
contemplatedin article II of the Protocolannexedto the presentTreaty should
commenceits functions from the 2nd May 1950,

Have decided to conclude a Treaty in order to confirm the ccssion by the
FrenchRepublicof the territory of the FreeTown of Chandernagoreto the Repu-
blic of India and to settle the problems which flow from this cessionand have
appointedfor thesepurposesas plenipotentiaries

The President of India

His ExcellencyWing CommanderSardarHardit SinghMalik, Ambassador
Extraordinaryand Plenipotentiaryof India in France,

The Presidentof the FrenchRepublic

Mr. Guy de la Tournelle, Director Generalfor Political Affairs at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Who, after having exchangedtheir letters of authority, which are found
t be in order, have agreedto the following

Arlicle I

Francetransfersto India, in full sovereignty,the territory of the FreeTown
of Chandernagore.

1 Cameinto force on 9 June 1952 by theexchangeof theinstrumentsof ratification at Paris,
in accordancewith article XII.
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Article II

Frenchsubjectsand citizens of the FrenchUnion domiciled in the territory
of the FreeTown of Chandernagoreon the dayon which the presentTreaty comes
into force shallbecome,subjectto the provisionsof the next succeedingarticle III,
nationals and citizens of India.

Article III

The personsmentionedin theprecedingarticlemay,by awritten declaration
madewithin six months following the coming into force of the presentTreaty,
opt for the retentionof their nationality.

The declarationof the father or, if the father is dead, that of the mother,
shall determinethe nationality of unmarriedchildren, less than 18 years of age
who shall be specified in such a declaration. Male children who are married
shall be over sixteen yearsof ageto be able to exercisethe option themselves.

The declarationof the husbandwill notdeterminethe nationality of the wife.

Thesedeclarations,which will be drawn up in duplicateone in French,the
other in English, will be addressedto the appropriateFrench authorities who
will immediatelyforward to the appropriateIndian authoritiesthe Englishcopy
of the said declaration.

Persons who will have exercisedthe option mentioned in the preceding
paragraphs,will be consideredas having never acquired Indian nationality.

Article IV

Personswho will haveoptedfor theretentionof their nationalityin accordance
with the provisions of article HI of this Treaty and who desireto permanently
reside or establish themselvesin any French territory outside the Free Town
of Chandernagoreshall, on application to the Governmentof the Republic of
India, be permittedto transferor removesuch or all of their assetsand property
as they may desire and as may be standingin their nameson the date of the
coming into force of this Treaty.

Article V

The Governmentof the FrenchRepublic transfersto the Governmentof the
Republic of India all the propertiesowned by the State and the public bodies
lying within the territory of the Free Town of Chandernagore.

Article VI

The Governmentof theFrenchRepublic may retainandremove,in consulta-
tion with the Governmentof the Republicof India, all archiveshavingagenera
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historic interest,andwill placeat the disposalof the Governmentof the Republic
of India thosearchiveswhichare of interestto the localadministrationof Chander-
nagore.

Article VII

The Governmentof the Republic of India shall succeedto the rights and
obligations resulting from acts done by France for public purposesconcerning
the administrationof the territory of the FreeTown of Chandernagore.Financial
andmonetaryissuesarisingfrom the transferof thesaidterritoryshallbeexamined
and determinedby the Franco-IndianCommissionalreadyset up and referred
to under the termsof the Protocolannexedto this Treaty.

Article VIII

Judgmentsand decreespassedbefore 2nd May 1950 by French judicial
authoritieshaving jurisdiction over the territory of the FreeTown of Chander-
nagoreandwhich havebecomefinal shallbe executedby the appropriateIndian
authorities.

Appealswhich lie from judgmentsand decreespassedby the said authorities
before 2nd May, 1950,shall, subjectto the law of limitation in force immediately
before thesaid day, be filed anddisposedof as thoughthesaid territory had not
beentransferredto India.

Judgmentsand decreesfrom which appealsarepending on 2nd May, 1950
shallbedealtwith by thejudicial authoritiesbeforewhomsuchappealsare pending.

The provisionsof the first paragraphof this Article regardingthe execution
of the judgmentsanddecreesshall apply to the decisionsof judicial authorities
made under the secondand third paragraphsof this article.

Article IX

The Governmentof the Republic of India shall assistin the continuance
of the Frenchcultural heritagein the territory of theFreeTown of Chandernagore
in accordancewith the wishes of the peopleof the said territory andshallpermit
the continuanceor establishmentof cultural servicesby the Governmentof the
French Republic.

Article X

The Governmentof the Republic of India shall take necessarymeasuresto
permit the law officers who arenot governmentservantsandmembersof the legal
and liberal professionsat presentpractising in Chandernagoreto pursue their
activities without having to acquire additional qualificationsor to obtain new
diplomas or licences or to fulfil any other formalities. Such licences shall be
renewed,if necessary,on application.
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Article XI

Any controversy relating to the application or the interpretation of the
presentTreaty, which cannot be settled through diplomatic negotiations or
arbitration shallbe broughtbeforethe InternationalCourt of Justiceby petition
of either of the High Contracting Parties.

Article XII

The FrenchandEnglish texts of this Treaty shallbe deemedto be equally
authentic. This treatyshall comeinto force on ratification by the Governments
concerned,the instrumentsof ratification being exchangedin Paris.

This Treaty shall be depositedin the archives of the Governmentof the
FrenchRepublic who shall give one certified copy of the sameto the Government
of the Republic of India.

GIVEN at Pariswith one single copy, Februarythe 2nd 1951.

(Signed) M. Guy DE LA TOURNELLE

(Signed) Hardit Singh MALIK

PROTOCOL

Article I

The currencyissuedin Pondicherryand circulating in Chandernagoreshall
be withdrawn and necessaryfacilities shall be afforded to the holders of such
currency to convert it into Indian currency. The FrenchIndian currencythus
withdrawn at Chandernagoreby the Governmentof the Republic of India shall
be made over to the French Indian authorities who shall take it over against
payment of an equivalentvalue in Indian currency.

Article II

All financial issuesarisingoutof theTreaty of Cession,including thosearising
out of the closing of the accountsof the autonomousbudget of the Free Town
of Chandernagoreon 2nd May, 1950, shall be examined,andsuitablerecommen-
dationsmadeto the Governmentsof the Republic of India and of the French
Republicfor their settlement,by a Commissionconsistingof six members,three
re-presentingeach of the two Governments.

Article III

The Governmentof the Republicof India shall takeover the civil servants
and employeesof the Free Town of Chandernagoreand those of the French
Establishmentsin India who may be servingin Chandernagoreon 2nd May 1950.
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Provided that

(1) Such civil servantsandemployeesof the FrenchEstablishmentsin India
who opt to retaintheir nationality and elect, within threemonthsof the coming
into force of the Treaty, to serve their original administrationshall be permitted
to do so, and

(2) Such civil servantsand employeesof the FreeTown of Chandernagore
and those of the FrenchEstablishmentsin India whom the Governmentof the
Republicof India doesnotdesireto retainin its serviceshallbe giventhreemonths
notice of the termination of their serviceswithin one monthfrom the dateof the
coming into force of the Treaty andshall be entitled to be paid fair compensation
for the prematuretermination of their services.

GIVEN at Paris with one single copy, Februarythe 2nd 1951.

(Signed) Guy DE LA TOURNELLE

(Signed) Hardit Singh MALIK
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