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No. 2875. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE NETHERLANDS RELATING TO
THE NONASSERTION OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY
FROM SUIT WITH RESPECT TO AIR TRANSPORT
SERVICES. WASHINGTON, 19 JUNE 1953

I

The NetherlandsAmbassadorto the Secretary of State

NETHERLANDS EMBASSY

WASHINGTON 9, D. C.

EA-8166

June 19, 1953
Sir:

With referenceto your noteof September5, 1952,2andin accordancewith
subsequentconversationsbetweenofficials of your Departmentand this Em-
bassy,I havethehonorto inform you that it is my understandingthatthe follow-
ing has been agreedupon by our two Governments:

The Governmentsof the UnitedStatesof Americaandof the Kingdomof
the NetherlandsagreethatneitherGovernmentwill asserton behalfof any air
carrierenterpriseof its nationality,whichengagesin air transportoperationsinto
or through the territory of the other, the defenseof sovereignimmunity from
suit in anyaction or proceedingenteredinto againstsuch air carrier enterprise
in any courtor othertribunal of the other Government(or in the latter’s tern-
toriesor possessions)basedupon anyclaim arisingout of the air carrier’sopera-
tions to andfrom the territory of the United Statesor the Netherlands,as the~
casemaybe, andfurtheragreethatneitherGovernmentwill authorizeanysuch
air carrierto assertany suchdefensein its own behalf.

Pleaseaccept,Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration~

J. H. VAN R0IJEN

The HonorableThe Secretaryof State

Washington.D.C.

‘Can-ic into force on 19 June 1953 by the exchangeof thesaidnotes.
2 Not printedby the Departmentof State of the United Statesof America.
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II

The Secretaryof State to the NetherlandsAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON

June 19, 1953
Excellency:

I havethehonorto acknowledgethereceiptof your note of June19, 1953,
stating that it is the understandingof The NetherlandsGovernmentthat the
Governmentsof the United Statesof America and of the Kingdom of The
Netherlandsagreethat neither Governmentwill asserton behalf of any air
carrier enterpriseof its nationality which engagesin air transportoperations
into or through the territory of the other, the defenseof sovereignimmunity
from suit in anyactionor proceedingenteredinto againstsuchair carrierenter-
prisein anycourt or othertribunal of the other Government(or in the latter’s
territoriesor possessions)basedupon any claim arising out of the air carrier’s
operationsto andfrom the territory of the United Statesor The Netherlands,
as the casemay be, and furtheragreethat neitherGovernmentwill authorize
anysuchair carrierto assertany suchdefensein its own behalf.

The Governmentof theUnitedStatesconcursin theunderstandingof The
NetherlandsGovernmentwith regardto this matterand the Embassy’snoteof
June 19, 1953, and this reply will constitutean agreementbetweenthe two
Governmentson this matter.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

For the Secretaryof State:
Samuel C. WAUCH

His ExcellencyDr. J.H. van Roijen

Ambassadorof The Netherlands
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