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No. 2881. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE PHILIPPINES RELATING TO
MUTUAL DEFENSEASSISTANCE. MANILA, 26 JUNE
1953

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine Acting Secretaryof Foreign Affairs

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 1351

Manila, June26, 1953
Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to Your Excellency’s note of June 26, 1.9522
requestingan extensionof the existing Military AssistanceAgreement3for five
yearsandto the conversationswhich haverecentlytakenplace betweenour two
Governmentsconcerningthe furnishing of military assistanceby my Govern-
ment to the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines;the desireof our
two Governmentsto foster internationalpeaceandsecuritywithin the frame-
work of the Charterof the United Nationsthroughmeasureswhich will further
the ability of nationsdedicatedto the purposesand principles of the Charter
to develop effective measuresfor self-defensein supportof thosepurposesand
principles,andwithout prejudiceto continuedexertionof maximumefforts to
obtain agreementsto provide the United Nations with armedforces as provi-
ded by its Charter,andto obtainagreementamongmembernationsupon uni-
versal regulationand reductionof armamentsunderadequateand dependable
guaranteeagainstviolation or evasion;the recognitionby our two Governments
that measuresto eliminate insecuritycausedby fear of aggressionwill enhance
the progressof economic development;and to confirm the understanding
reachedas a result of theseconversations,as follows

(1) The Governmentof the United Stateswill continueto makeavailable
to the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines equipment,materials,
services,or otherassistancein accordancewith such terms and conditionsas
may be agreed. The provision of suchassistanceshall be consistentwith the

‘Came into force on 5 July 1953 in accordancewith thetermsof thesaidnotes.

2 Not printed by the Departmentof State of the United Statesof America.

UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol, 45, p. 47; Vol. 70, p. 280, and Vol. 82 P. 332,



80 United Nations Treaty Series 1955

Charter of the United Nations. Such assistancewill be furnishedunder the
provisions,andsubjectto all theterms andconditionscontainedin the Mutual
DefenseAssistanceAct of 19491 and the Mutual Security Act of 1951,2acts
amendatoryand supplementarythereto and appropriation acts thereunder.
The two Governmentswill, from time to time, negotiatedetailedarrangements
necessaryto carry out the provisions of this paragraph.

(2) The Governmentof the Republicof the Philippinesundertakesto make
effectiveuseof military assistancefurnishedto it underthis Agreementor under
the Military AssistanceAgreementbetweenour GovernmentssignedMarch21,
1947, assubsequentlyamendedand•supplemented,3for the purposefor which
suchassistancewasfurnished,and will not, without prior consentof the Gov-
ernmentof the United States,devoteassistancesofurnishedto purposesother
than those for which it has beenor will be furnished.

(3) The two Governmentswill establishproceduresunder which equip-
ment andmaterialsfurnishedby the Governmentof the United Statesunder
this agreementor underthe Military AssistanceAgreementbetweenour Gov-
ernmentssignedMarch 21, 1947, assubsequentlyamendedandsupplemented,
other than equipmentor materialsfurnished under terms requiring reimbur-
sement,andno longerrequiredfor thepurposefor whichoriginallymadeavailable,
will beofferedfor returnto the Governmentof the UnitedStatesfor appropriate
disposition, without cost to the United StatesGovernment,delivery to be at a
place within the territory of the Republicof the Philippines designatedby the
United StatesGovernment.

(4) The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines will not transfer
to any personnotan officer or agentof that Government,or to any othernation,
title to or possessionof any equipment, materials, information, or services
receivedunder this Agreementor under the Military AssistanceAgreement
betweenour Governmentssigned March 21, 1947, as subsequentlyamended
andsupplemented,without the prior consentof the Governmentof the United
Statesof America.

5. Each Governmentwill take such security measuresas may be agreed
in eachcasebetweenthe two Governmentsin order to preventthe disclosureor
compromiseof classified military articles, services,or information furnished
pursuantto this Agreement.

6. The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines will, except as
otherwiseagreedto, grantduty-freetreatmentupon importationor exportation

‘United Statesof America: 63 Stat. 714; 22 U.S.C. §~1571-1604.
United Statesof America: 65 Stat. 373; 22 U.S.C. § 1651 et seq.
UnitedNations, TreatySeries,Vol. 45, p. 47; Vol. 70, p. 280, andVol. 82, p. 332,
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and exemption from any internal or exchangetaxesto products, property,
materialsor equipmentimported into its territory pursuantto this Agreement.
The Governmentof the Philippines will, in accordancewith mutuallysatis-
factory procedures,accordrelief from all Philippine taxesand dutieson any
UnitedStatesexpendituresin thePhilippinesfor the commondefense,including
any foreignaid programof the United States.

7. The Governmentof the Republicof the Philippineswill receiveandthe
Governmentof the United Stateswill furnish UnitedStatesmilitary personnel
to assistandadvisethe Governmentof the Republicof thePhilippineson Army,
Navy, andAir Forcematters,andto dischargethe responsibilitiesof the Gov-
ernment of the United States under this Agreement. Such personnel, in-
cluding personneltemporarily assigned,will operateas part of the Embassyof
theUnited States,underthedirectionandcontrol of the Chief of theDiplomatic
Mission, and will be accordedthe privileges and immunities applicableto ac-
credited Embassy personnel of equivalent rank. Such personnel shall be
accordedfacilities to observe the utilisation of assistancefurnishedpursuant
to this Agreement. The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines shall
grant, upon requestof the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission of the United
States,exemptionfrom customsduties on articles imported for the personal
useof such personnelandof membersof their families.

8. (a) Subjectto the provisionof thenecessaryappropriations,the Govern-
ment of the Republicof the Philippineswill makeavailableto the Government
of theUnited Statespesosfor theuseof the latterGovernmentfor its administra-
tive and operatingexpendituresin connectionwith the carrying out of this
Agreement. The two Governmentswill forthwith initiate discussionswith a
view to determiningthe amountof suchpesosandwill agreeuponarrangements
for the paymentof suchpesos.

(b) The Governmentof the Republicof the Philippinesshallprovide and
defray the cost of suitable living quarters for the personnelprovided for in
paragraph7, andtheir families, and suitablebuildings andoffice spacefor use
in the conduct of official businessby such personnel. All living and office
quartersshall conformto the standardsprescribedby the United Statesmilitary
servicesfor similarquarters. Thecostof all servicesrequiredby suchpersonnel,
including compensationof locally employed interpreters,clerks, laborersand
other personnel,exceptpersonalservants, shall be borneby the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines.

9. In fulfillment of the principles of mutual aid to which both Govern-
mentssubscribe,the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippineswill facili-

No. 2881
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tate the production, transport, export and transferto the Governmentof the
United Statesfor suchperiodof time, in such quantitiesand upon suchterms
and conditions as may be agreedupon, of raw and semiprocessedmaterials
requiredby the United Statesasa result of rawmaterialdeficienciesin its own
resources,and which may be available in the Republic of the Philippines.
Arrangementsfor suchtransfersshall give dueregardto reasonablerequirements
for domesticuse and commercial export of the Republic of the Philippines.

10. The two Governmentswill, upon requestof either of them, negotiate
appropriatearrangementsbetweenthem providing for the methodsandterms
of the exchangeof patent rights and technical information for defensewhich
will expeditesuchexchangeand at the sametime protectprivate interestsand
maintainnecessarysecuritysafeguards.

11. The two Governmentswill establishprocedureswherebythe Govern-
ment of the Philippines will so deposit, segregate,or assuretitle to all funds
allocatedto or derivedfromany programof assistanceundertakenby theGovern-
ment of the UnitedStatesso that suchfundsshallnot besubjectto garnishment,
attachment,seizureor other legal processby any person,firm, agency,corpora-
tion, organizationor government,whenin the opinion of the Governmentof the
United Statesany suchlegal processwould interferewith the attainmentof the
objectivesof saidprogramof assistance.

12. The Governmentof the Philippines herebyconfirmsthat it hasagreed
to:

1. join in promoting international understandingand good will, and
maintainingworld peace;

2. take such action as may be mutually agreedupon to eliminate causes

of internationaltension;
3. fulfill the military obligationswhich it has assumedunder multilateral

or bilateral agreementsor treatiesto which the United Statesis a party;

4. make, consistentwith its political and economicstability, the full con-
tribution permittedby its manpower,resources,facilities, andgeneraleconomic
conditionto the developmentandmaintenanceof its own defensivestrengthand
the defensivestrengthof the free world;

5. takeall reasonablemeasureswhich maybeneededto developits defense
capacities;and

No. 2881
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6. takeappropriatestepsto insure the effectiveutilization of the economic
andmilitary assistanceprovidedby the United States.

13. The Republic of the Philippines will take appropriatemeasurescon-
sistentwith securityto keepthepublic informedof operationsunderthis Agree-
ment.

14. So long as this Agreementremainsin force, the Governmentof the
Republicof the Philippines shallnot engageor acceptthe servicesof any per-
sonnelof any Governmentother than the United Statesof America for duties
of any natureconnectedwith the Philippine armed forces, except by mutual
agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesandthe Government
of the Republic of the Philippines.

15. Military equipment,suppliesandnavalvesselsnecessaryin connection
with the carrying out of the full programof military assistanceto the Republic
of the Philippinesshallbe providedfrom United StatesandPhilippinessources
in sofar as practicable. The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines
shall procure arms, ammunition, military equipmentand naval vesselsfrom
governmentsor agenciesother than the United Statesof America only on the
basis of mutual agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof
America and the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines. The Gov-
ernmentof the Republic of the Philippines shallprocureUnitedStatesmilitary
equipment,suppliesand navalvesselsonly as mutually agreedupon.

16. This note and the reply of the Governmentof the Republic of the
Philippines shall be registeredwith the Secretariatof the United Nations in
accordancewith Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

I havethe honor to proposethat, if theseundertakingsare acceptableto
your Government,this noteandyour Excellency’sreplyconstituteanAgreement
betweenour two Governmentseffective July 5, 1953, to remain in force until
one yearafterthe receiptby eitherGovernmentof notification in writing of the
intention of the other Governmentto terminateit, such notification to follow
consultationbetweenboth partiesas to the accomplishmentof the purposes
which motivatedthe two Governmentsin achievingthe Agreement,exceptthat
the provisionsof paragraph2, 3, and 4, and arrangmentsenteredinto under
paragraphs5 and 10 shall remain in force unless otherwisemutually agreed.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

R. A, SPRUANCE
TheHonorableFelino Neri
Acting Secretaryof ForeignAffairs
Republicof the Philippines
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II

ThePhilippine Acting Secretaryof Foreign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, June 26, 1953
Excellency:

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receipt of Your Excellency’s Note
No. 1351 of June26, 1953, readingas follows:

[See note 1]

I am pleasedto inform Your Excellency thatthe undertakingscontained
in the above-quotednote are acceptableto my Government,and that Your
Excellency’snote andthis reply thereto constitutean Agreementbetweenour
two Governmentseffective July 5, 1953.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Felino NERI

Acting Secretary

His Excellency RaymondA. Spruance
AmericanAmbassador
Manila
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