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No. 2884. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND, CANADA, AUSTRALIA,
NEW ZEALAND, THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
INDIA AND PAKISTAN AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
ITALY RELATIVE TO THE GRAVES IN ITALIAN TER-
RITORY OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF
THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH. SIGNED AT ROME,
ON 27 AUGUST 1953

The Governmentsof the United Kingdom of Great Britain andNorthern
Ireland, Canada,Australia, New Zealand,the Union of SouthAfrica, India and
Pakistan(hereinafterreferredto as “the CommonwealthCountries”)on the one
hand: and

The Governmentof Italy, on the otherhand:
Desiringto modify the provisionof the Agreementsignedat Romeon the

11th May, 1922,2 betweenthe Governmentof the United Kingdom and the
Governmentof Italy as amendedby the Notesexchangedon the 6th August,
1936~(hereinafterreferredto as the Agreementof 1922), respectingthe graves
of British soldiers in Italy; and

Desiring to make further provisionwith regardto cemeteries,gravesand
memorialsof membersof the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountries
who havefallen as a result of the war of 1939-45and havebeeninterred in
Italian territory

Have decided to conclude an Agreement for this purpo3e and have
accordinglyagreedas follows:

Article 1

1. The presentAgreementappliesto the cemeteries,gravesandmemorials
in Italian territory for which provisionwasmadeby the Agreementof 1922 and
alsoto the cemeteriesandgravesin thatterritory in which areburied the bodies
of membersof the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountrieswho have
fallen on the field of battleor havediedwhilst servingin the War of 1939-45and
the memorialsalreadyerectedor which may be erectedin their honour.

‘Came into force on 20 May 1955, in accordancewith article 12.

2 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. XI, p. 23.

8 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CLXXII, p. 391.



140 United Nations — Treaty Series 1955

2. In the present Agreement referencesto “the CommonwealthWar
Graves”and“the CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,”as the casemaybe, include
both thosefor which provisionwas madeby the Agreementof 1922 andthose
resultingfrom the War of 1939-45.

Cemeteriesor gravesof the War of 1939-45arewherenecessarydisting-
uishedas “Commonwealth1939-45War Cemeteriesor Graves,” as the case
may require.

Article 2

The Imperial War Graves Commission, incorporatedby Royal Charter
datedthe21stMay, 1917 (approvedby His Majestyin Councilon the 10th May,
1917),andin the presentAgreementreferredto as“the Commission,”is recog-
nisedby the Governmentof Italy as the sole official organisationchargedwith
the care of the CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,GravesandMemorials.

Article 3

1. The Governmentof Italy undertakesto grant to the Commissionfree
of costthefreeuseof theareasof landon which arelocatedthe Commonwealth
1939-45War Cemeteries,for that specific purposeandfor so long as that use
of the landis maintained. The Governmentof Italy will also provide without
costto the Commissionsimilar concessionsin respectof Commonwealth1939-45
War Gravessituatedin the Italian Stateor CommunalCemeteries.

2. IsolatedCommonwealth1939-45War Graves,as well as thosein cem-
eterieswhich it is not intended to maintain permanently,shallbe transferred
to cemeteries intendedto be maintainedpermanently.

3. The Governmentof Italy shallinstructthe competentItalian Authorities
to grantthenecessarypermitsfor the exhumationandtransportof the bodiesto
be so transferred.

Article 4

1. As regardsthe Commonwealth1939-45War Cemeteries,the Govern-
ment of Italy recognisesthe right of the Commissionat its own costto ensure
andprovide for the layout, construction,maintenanceandplanting as well as
thecontrol of the cemeteries.

2. The Commission is accordinglyauthorisedto enclosethe Common-
wealth 1939-45 War Cemeteries,to lay them out and construct them on a
systemapprovedby itself, to erect in them sepulchralmonumentsor other
structures,to makeplantationsin them, to enactwith the approvalof thecorn-
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petent Italian Authorities regulationsgoverning visits to them, and to select
personsto takechargeof them. Suchpersonsmaybenationalsof theCommon-
wealth Countries.

3. TheCommissionis furtherauthorisedto providefor thelayout of Com-
monwealth1939-45War Graves,situatedin cemeteriesbelonging to the Italian
Statewhich besidesthe military gravesof the otherAllied Armies,also contain
Commonwealth1939-45War Graves.

4. The Commissionshall decide,in agreementwith the competentItalian
Authorities, questionsrelative to the layout of Commonwealth1939-45 War
Gravessituatedin communalcemeteries.

Article 5

1. As regardsthe cemeteries,graves and memorials for which provision
wasmadeby theAgreementof 1922,the presentAgreementexpresslypreserves
and continuesthe rights of the Commission,as hitherto exercisedpursuantto
the Agreementin question,at its own cost to ensureandprovide for the main-
tenanceof the said cemeteries,graves and memorials, to enact or continue
regulationsgoverningvisits to suchcemeteriesandto selectthepersonsto take
chargeof them, who may be nationalsof the CommonwealthCountries.

2. The Commissionshall havethe right, if it deems it necessary,having
first obtained the agreementof the Italian Authorities, to utilise vacant space
in any suchcemeteriesfor thereceptionof Commonwealth1939-45War Graves,
andto establishsuchadditional monuments,structuresorplantationsandmake
such improvementstherein as it may considernecessary.

Article 6

1. The exhumationof bodies from the CommonwealthWar Cemeteries
and Graves for transport (whether in their existing state or after cremation)
to any part of the CommonwealthCountriesbeing contrary to the declared
policy of the Governmentsconcerned,suchexhumationshallnot be permitted,
and the Governmentof Italy undertakesto instruct the competent Italian
Authorities to refuseall applicationsfor permissionto effect such exhumations
or removalsof bodies.

2. The exhumationof such bodies for purposesof concentrationor re-
groupingwithin Italian territory shall only be permittedif effectedby the Com-
missionor by explicit authorisationof the Commission.

Article 7

1. Requestsfor permissionto erect any monumentdesignedto record
the gallantryof thosefallen in certainactionsof the Forcesreferredto in Article 1
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or of any unit of thoseForcesshallbe presentedby the Commissionto theGov-
ernmentof Italy for its concurrence.

2. Should a requestof this naturebe madedirect to the Governmentof
Italy, the latter shall refer it to the Commissionbefore giving any decision,
and shall considerin agreementwith the Commission what action shall be
takenthereon.

Article 8

1. The Commissionshall be representedin Italy by aCommitteecharged
with the duty of maintainingofficial relationswith the Italian Authorities and
having competenceto exercisein the name of the Commissionall the rights
recognisedas belongingto the latter by the Agreementof 1922 andthe present
Agreement.

2. The said Committeeshall havepower, in the nameof the Commission
and within the limits of the authority delegatedto it by the latter, to take
all measureswhich it shall considerconduciveto the realisationof its objects.

Article 9

1. The Committee referredto in the foregoingArticle shall be composed
of not more than twenty memberscomprising not more than eight honorary
members,of whom four shall representItaly andthe othersthe Commonwealth
Countries,andnotmorethantwelveofficial members,of whomsix shallrepresent
Italy andthe othersthe CommonwealthCountries.

TheItalian membersshall be appointedby theCommissionon the recom-
mendationof the Governmentof Italy which recommendationshall berequested
andtransmittedthrough the diplomatic channel.

2. The Italian honorary membersshallbe chosenfrom personswho have
won distinction in the Navy, Army or Air Force, in letters, art, or science.

3. The Italian official membersshallbe chosenas representingsuch Gov-
ernment Departmentsas may be agreedupon betweenthe Governmentof
Italy andthe Commission,andshall ceaseto form partof the Committeefrom
the day when they vacate their functions in the Departments. One of the
Italian official membersshallin any eventbelongto the “Amministrazionedelle
Antichità e Belle Arti.” The Governmentof Italy undertakesto notify the
Commissionof all changeswhich may take place amongstthe Italian official
members.

4. The Commissionshallappoint the Secretary-Generalof the Committee.
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Article 10

1. The Governmentof Italy undertakesthat the material(including stone
worked and unworked), tools (including mechanicalappliancessuch as lawn
mowers or other equipment)which may be imported by the Commissioninto
Italian territory for the construction,embellishmentor maintenanceof the
CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,GravesandMemorials,andthe furnitureand
other materialsimported solely for the administrative(including office) needs
of the Commissionshall be exempt from all Customsdutiesand internal taxes
(licensing taxes,general trading tax (Imposta Generalesull’Entrata), taxeson
manufacturedgoodsor consumergoods (Impostadi Fabbricazioneo di Con-
sumo), or other taxeswhich may apply.

It is understoodthat the exemptionsmentionedcan in no eventapply to
tobaccoand to other goodswhich come under State monopoly, nor to motor
vehicles of any kind and their spare parts. The motor vehicles and spare
parts for such vehicleswhich are destinedhoweverfor the official use of the
Commissionwill be admittedunderthe systemof temporaryimport and shall
enjoy exemptionfrom all Customsdues,taxesor other internal tolls.

2. Trees, plants, seedsand bulbs intendedfor the CommonwealthWar
Cemeteriesor Gravesshall be exemptedfrom theseduties when imported by
the Commission, subjectto observanceof the plant-hygieneregulationswhich
govern imports of this nature.

3. The Commissionshallbe exemptfrom presentor futuretaxes, duesor
otherStateor local chargesattractedby acts andcontracts,including thosefor
local supplies, arising in the carrying out of its functions in accordancewith
the presentAgreement. In particular the Commissionshall be exempt from
all taxes,duesor otherStateor local chargesin respectof the making of contracts,
the leasingor occupationof land or premisesandthe acquisitionandownership
or immovable property arising in the carrying out of such functions.

4. The Governmentof Italy agreesthat in any particular caseunder this
Article a certificate signedon behalfof the Commissionto the effect that the
exemption claimed concernsan import or an act or contract arising in the
carrying out of its functionsunderthe presentAgreementshall be acceptedby
the authorities concernedas sufficient evidenceto that effect. The namesof
the officials of the Commissionhaving competenceto sign such certificates
shall be notified from time to time to the Governmentof Italy by the Com-
mission.

Article 11

In exercisingthe rights conferredby this Agreementthe Commissionshall
conform strictly to Italian laws andregulations.
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Article 12

1. The presentAgreementshall enterinto force one month after the date
on which the formalities requiredby Italian legislationhavebeen completed.
The Italian Governmentshallnotify eachof the othersignatoryGovernments
of this dateas soonas possiblethereafter.

2. Upon the enteringinto force of the presentAgreement,the Agreement
of 1922 shall (subjectto the provisionsof Article 5 of the presentAgreement)
terminate,but without prejudiceto anything previously done under it.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their
respectiveGovernments,havesigned the presentAgreementand haveaffixed
theretotheir seals.

DONE at Romethis 27thday of August, 1953, in EnglishandItalian, both
textsbeing equallyauthoritative, in a single copy which shall remaindeposited
in the archivesof the Governmentof Italy and of which certified copiesshall
be sent by that Governmentto eachof the othersignatory Governments.

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland:

[L.S.J V. A. L. MALLET

For the Governmentof Canada:
[L.S.~ Pierre Du~uv

For the Governmentof Australia:
[L.S.J C. V. KELLWAY

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
{L.S.J W. G. STEVENS

For the Governmentof the Union of South Africa:
[L.S.J W. H. E. POOLE

For the Governmentof India:
[L.s.] B. R. SEN

For the Governmentof Pakistan:
{L.S.] A. HUSSAIN

For the Governmentof Italy:
[L.s.J PELLA
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PROTOCOLOF SIGNATURE

At thetime of signing theWar GravesAgreementof this day’sdatebetween
the Governmentsof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Canada,Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, India
andPakistanon theone handandthe Governmentof Italy on the other hand,
the undersignedPlenipotentiarieshaveagreedas follows :—

The CommonwealthWar Cemeteriesin Italian territory to which the
Agreementwill apply are those listed in the Annex hereto. The Annex does
not include Italian communalcemeterieswhere fewer than ten Commonwealth
gravesare situated,and it is understoodthat the numberof graves in the in-
dependentwar cemeteriesmay be increased,if more bodies of membersof
the Armed Forcesof the British Commonwealthare later found in Italian
territory.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersignedhavesigned the presentProtocol.

DONE at Romethis 27th day of August, 1953, in EnglishandItalian, in a
single copy which shall remaindepositedin the archivesof the Governmentof
Italy and of which certified copiesshallbe sent by that Governmentto each
of the othersignatory Governments.

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland:

[L.s.] V. A. L. MALLET

For the Governmentof Canada:
[L.S.J PierreDu~u~

For the Governmentof Australia:
[L.S.] C. V. KELLWAY

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
{L.S.J W. G. STEVENS

For the Governmentof the Union of South Africa:
[L.S.~ W. H. E. POOLE

For the Governmentof India:
[L.s.J B. R. SEN

For the Governmentof Pakistan:
{L.S.] A. HUSSAIN

For theGovernmentof Italy:
[L.S.] PELLA
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ANNEX

LIST OF BRITISH COMMONWEALTH W.&a CEMETERIES IN ITALIAN TERRITORY

First World War (1914-18)
Number

Locality of Grave:

1. ArquataScrivia 94
2. Asiago(Barenthal) 125
3. Bordighera 72

*4 Brindisi 85
5. Calvene (Cavalletto) 100

*6 Cremona 83

7. Dueville 128
*8 Faenza 54

9. Giavera 415
*10 Gradisca 30

II. Lusiana(Granezza) 142
12. Montecchio Precalcino 439

* 13. Naples (Protestant Cemetery) 13
*14 Otranto 10
*15 Padua 25

16. Roana (Boscon) 146
17. Roana (Magnaboschi) 183

*18 Savona 85
19. Staglieno 237
20. Taranto 454
21. Tezze 346

*22. Turin 16

LIST OF BRITISH COMMONWEALTH WAR CEMETERIES IN ITALIAN TERRITORY

SecondWorld War(1939-45)
Number

Locality of Grave:

1. Agira (CanadianCemetery) 490
2. Ancona 1,029
3. Anzio (Le Falasche) 2,261
4. Anzio(SantaTeresa) 1,056
5. Arezzo 1,269
6. Argenta 1,625
7. Assisi 949
8. Ban 2,164
9. Bologna(DueMadonne) 184

10. Bolsena 600
*11. Cagliari 60
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

*39
40.

4,265
502

2,142
775

1,940
1,152
1,635

256
738
495

1,192
145
421

2,049
582

1,231
1,615

190
518
923
618
429

1,849
2,625

287
1,048

125
411
212

* The cemeteriesmarkedwith an asteriskare Italian communalcemeteriesin which there
are ten or more Commonwealthgraves.
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Number

of Graves

770

Locality

12. Caserta
13. Cassino
14. Castiglionedci Pepoli (SouthAfrican Cemetery)
15. Catania

Cesena
Coriano
Faenza
Florence
Foianodella Chiana
Forli del Senio
Foril (Indian Army Cemetery)
Gradara
Meldola
Milan
Minturno
Montecchio
Naples
Ortonaa Mare (CanadianCemetery)
Orvieto
Padua
Ravenna(Piangipane)
Rimini (GurkhaCemetery)
Rome
Salerno
Torino di Sangro
Santerno
Syracuse
Staglieno
Udine

41. Villanova di Bagnacavallo(CanadianCemetery)
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EXCHANGEOF NOTES’

I

Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Rome to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

Rome, August 27, 1953

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform your Excellency, on the instructions of Her
Majesty’s Acting Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain andNorthern Ireland
undertake to accord to the Italian Government, as regards the care and main-
tenanceof graves of soldiers formerly membersof the Italian Armed Forces,
both metropolitanand colonial, fallen or buried in the United Kingdom or in
any United Kingdom colony or protectorateor in any trust territory adminis-
tered by the Governmentof the United Kingdom, a treatmentanalogousto
and not less favourablethan that accordedby the Italian Governmentfor the
careandmaintenanceof the Commonwealthgravesin Italy underthe provisions
of the Agreementsignedon this day betweenthe Governmentsof the United
Kingdom, Canada,Australia, New Zealand,South Africa, India and Pakistan
on the one hand,andthe Italian Governmenton the otherhand,having regard
to the number of graves concerned. Accordingly, the Governmentof the
UnitedKingdomwill arrangewith theItalian Government,throughthediploma-
tic channel,for appropriatefacilities to be grantedin any of the United King-
domterritories in questionwherethereare Italian war gravesandwill also take
the necessarystepsto ensurethat the competentItalian authorities are given
all possibleassistancein tracingsuch graves.

If the proposalsoutlined above meet with approvalof the Italian Gov-
ernmentI have the honourto suggestthat the presentNote,and your Excel-
lency’s reply in that sense,shallberegardedasconstitutinganagreementbetween
the two Governments in this matter.

I avail, &c.
V. A. L. MALLET

‘The following information is given by the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain and Northern
Ireland (TreatySeriesNo. 45 (1955) Cmd. 9531, p. 22, footnote 1): “ Six separateExchangesof’
Notes of even date betweenthe Governmentsof Canada,the Commonwealthof Australia, New
Zealand,the Union of SouthAfrica, India andPakistanandthe Italian Governmentaccordsimilar
treatmentto Italian war gravesin the following territories respectively

1. Canada.
2. Australiaor any Trust Territory administeredby the Governmentof the Commonwealth

of Australia.
3. New Zealand,New Zealand’sIslandTerritoriesandtheTrustTerritoryof WesternSamoa.
4. The Union of SouthAfrica or the territory of SouthWestAfrica.
5. The territory of India.
6. Pakistanor theterritories of Pakistan.”
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