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No. 2905. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR CO-OPERA-
TION REGARDING ATOMIC INFORMATION FOR MU-
TUAL DEFENCE PURPOSES.SIGNEDAT WASHINGTON,
ON 15 JUNE 1955

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the Governmentof the United Statesof America,

Recognisingthat their mutual security and defence requires that they be
preparedto meet the contingenciesof atomic warfare,

Recognisingthat their common interestswill be advancedby the exchange
of information pertinent thereto,

Believing that the exchangeof suchinformation can be undertakenwithout
threat to the security of either country, and

Taking into considerationthe United StatesAtomic Energy Act of 1954,
which was preparedwith thesepurposesin mind,

Agree as follows :—

Article I

1. While the United Kingdom and the United Statesare participatingin
international arrangementsfor their mutual defence and security and making
substantialand material contribution thereto, each Governmentwill from time
to time makeavailable to the other Governmentatomic information which the
Governmentmaking such information available deemsnecessaryto—

(a) the developmentof defence plans;

(b) the training of personnelin the employmentof anddefenceagainstatomic
weapons;and

(c) the evaluationof the capabilitiesof potential enemiesin the employment
of atomic weapons.

2. Atomic information which is transferredby eitherGovernmentpursuant
to this agreementshall be used by the other Governmentexclusively for the
preparationand implementationof defenceplans in the mutual interestsof the
two countries.

Came into force on 21 July 1955, in accordancewith the provisionsof articleVI.
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Article II

1. All transfersof atomic information to the United Kingdom by the United
Statespursuantto this agreementwill bemadein compliancewith the provisions
of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954 and any subsequentapplicable
United States legislation. All transfers of atomic information to the United
Statesby the United Kingdom pursuantto this agreementwill be madein com-
pliancewith theUnited Kingdom Official SecretsActs, 1911-1939,andthe United
Kingdom Atomic Energy Act of 1946.

2. Underthis Agreementtherewill be no transfersby the United Kingdom
or the United Statesof atomic weaponsor specialnuclearmaterial,as theseterms
are definedin Section 11 d. andSection 11 t. of the United StatesAtomic Energy
Act of 1954.

Article III

1. Atomic information made available pursuant to this Agreement shall
be accorded full security protection under applicable security arrangements
between the United Kingdom and the United States and applicable national
legislationand regulationsof the two countries. In no caseshalleither Govern-
ment maintain security standardsfor safeguardingatomic information made
available pursuantto this Agreementlower than thoseset forth in the applicable
security arrangementsin effect on the date this Agreementcomes into force.

2. Atomic information which is exchangedpursuant to this Agreement
will be made available through channelsexisting or hereafter agreed for the
exchangeof classifieddefenceinformation betweenthe two Governments.

3. Atomic information receivedpursuant to this Agreementshall not be
transferredby the recipient Governmentto any unauthorisedpersonor, except
as providedin Article V of this Agreement,beyondthe jurisdiction of that Gov-
ernment. EachGovernmentmay stipulatethe degreeto which any of the cat-
egoriesof information madeavailable to the other Governmentpursuantto this
Agreement may be disseminated,may specify the categoriesof personswho
may have accessto such information, and may impose such other restrictions
on the disseminationof such information as it deemsnecessary.

Article IV

As used in this Agreement,“atomic information” means

(a) so far as concernsthe information providedby the United States,Res-
tricted Data, as defined in Section 11 r. of the United StatesAtomic
Energy Act of 1954, which is permittedto be communicatedpursuant
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to the provisionsof Section 144 b. of that Act, andinformation relating
primarily to the military utilisation of atomic weaponswhich has been
removedfrom the RestrictedDatacategoryin accordancewith the provi-
sions of Section 142 d. of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954

(b) so far as concernsthe information provided by the United Kingdom,
information exchangedunder this Agreement which is either classified
atomicenergyinformation or otherUnited Kingdom defenceinformation
which it is decidedto transferto the UnitedStatesin pursuanceof Article I
of this Agreement.

Article V

Nothinghereinshall beinterpretedoroperateasabaror restrictiontoconsulta-
tion and co-operationby the United Kingdom or the United Stateswith other
nationsor regionalorganisationsin any fields of defence. Neither Government,
however, shall communicateatomic information made available by the other
Governmentpursuantto this Agreementto any nation or regionalorganisation
unless the sameinformation has beenmade available to that nation or regional
organisationby the other Governmentin accordancewith its own legislative
requirementsand except to the extent that such communication is expressly
authorisedby such other Government.

Article VI

ThisAgreementshallenterinto force on the dateon which eachGovernment
shallreceivefrom the otherGovernmentwritten notification that it hascomplied
with all statutory and constitutional requirementsfor the entry into force of
suchan agreement,andshallremainin effect until terminatedby mutualagreement
of both Governments.

DONE at Washingtonthis fifteenth day of June,1955, in two original texts.

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

R. H. SCOTT

For the United States of America

C. Burke ELBRICK
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