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No. 2911. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND NICARAGUA RELATING TO THE SUR-
VEYING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE RAMA ROAD
IN NICARAGUA. WASHINGTON, 2 SEPTEMBER 1953

I

The NicaraguanAmbassadorto the Secretaryof State

EMBAJADA DE NICARAGUA

WASHINGTON 9 D.C.

Ref. No. 209-AKS

September2, 1953
Excellency,

I havethe honor to inform you that my Governmentdesiresto obtain the
assistanceof the Governmentof the United Statesof America in the construction
of the RamaRoadenvisagedin Public Law 413 of the 82nd Congressof the United
States,approvedJune 25, 1952.2 In accordancewith the terms of Section 5 of
this legislation, I requestin the nameof my Governmentthat the Government
of the United Statescontinueits cooperationin the survey and constructionof
the RamaRoad. I am pleasedto give the formal assurancesof my Government
that it

(1) will provide, without participationof funds authorizedby the United States
legislation referredto, all necessaryright-of-way for the constructionof said
highway, which right-of-way shall be of a minimum width where practicable
of one hundredmetersin rural areasand fifty metersin municipalities and
shall foreverbe held inviolate as a part of the highwayfor public use;

(2) will not impose any highway toll, or permit any such toll to be chargedfor
the use of said highway by vehicles or persons;

(3) will not levy or assess,directly or indirectly, any fee, tax, or other charge
for the use of said road by vehiclesor personsfrom the United Statesthat
does not apply equally to vehiclesor personsof such Republic

Came into force on 2 September1953 by the exchangeof the said notes.
United States of America: 66 Stat. 160.
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(4) will continueto grant reciprocalrecognitionof vehicleregistrationanddrivers’
licensesin accordancewith the provisionsof the Conventionfor the Regulation
of Inter-AmericanAutomotive Traffic, which was openedfor signature, at
the Pan American Union in Washington on December 15, 1943, 1 and to
which such Republic and the United Statesare parties;or any other treaty
or international convention establishingsimilar reciprocalrecognition; and

(5) will maintain said road after its completion in proper condition adequately
to serve the needsof presentand future traffic.

It is also understoodthat the cooperationof the United Statesin the survey
andconstructionof the RamaRoadwill apply only to the surveyandconstruction
of the roadfrom SanBenito to Ramaand that a survey,but not the construction,
of aroadwill be undertakenfrom Ramato El Bluff in the Republicof Nicaragua
andall expendituresfor material, equipmentand suppliesshall, wheneverprac-
ticable,bemadefor productsof the United Statesor the Republicof Nicaragua.

My Governmentis awarethat the continuedsurveyandconstructionauthor-
ized by Public Law 413 is to be underthe administrationof the Bureauof Public
Roads,Departmentof Commerceof theUnited States. It is, therefore,the inten-
tion of the appropriateNicaraguanauthorities, following this exchangeof notes,
to reacha subsidiaryagreementwith the Bureauof Public Roads to carry out
the provisions of Public Law 413.

If the foregoingassurancesaresatisfactoryto the Governmentof the United
States, the Nicaraguan Governmentwill consider the present note and your
reply concurring therein as constitutingan agreementbetweenour two Govern-
ments which shall enterinto force on the date of your reply.

I take pleasurein availing myself of this opportunity to presentto you the
assurancesof my highest consideration.

Guillermo SEVILLA SACASA

Ambassadorof Nicaragua

His Excellency the Secretaryof State
The Departmentof State

Washington,D.C.

United Statesof America: Treaties and Other International Acts Series 1567 61 Stat.,

pt. 2, p. 1129.
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II

The UnderSecretaryof Stateto theNicaraguanAmbassador

DEPARTMENT or STATE, WASHINGTON

September2, 1953
Excellency

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receiptof Your Excellency’scourteous
notedatedSeptember2, 1953, in which you requestthecooperationof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America in the continuedsurvey and construction
of the Rama Road in Nicaragua.

I take pleasurein informing Your Excellency that the assuranceswhich you
offer aresatisfactoryto the Governmentof the United States. It is, consequently,
the intentionof the Governmentof the UnitedStatesto extendto the Government
of Nicaraguathe cooperationenvisagedin Public Law 413 of the 82nd Congress
of the United States,approvedJune25, 1952.

It is understoodthat the appropriateauthoritiesof the NicaraguanGovern-
ment will makea subsidiaryagreementwith tile Bureauof Public Roads,Depart-
ment of Commerce,to carry out the provisionsof the law.

The Governmentof the United Statesis extremelygratified that theconstruc-
tion of the RamaRoadin Nicaraguais being resumedand that its completion is
nearerreality. Transportationfacilitieswill be improved,new materialresources
developed,additional markets opened, and local economic conditions will be
benefited by this road. It is sincerelybelievedthat this roadwill servenot only
asa link to increasethe tradebetweenour nationsbut also as anotherbond in
the close friendship which happily already unitesus.

In accordancewith the suggestioncontained in Your Excellency’s note,
that noteand this reply shall be consideredasconstitutingan agreementbetween
our two Governments,which shall enterinto force on the dateof this reply.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

W. B. SMITu

His ExcellencySeñor Dr. Don Guillermo Sevilla Sacasa
Ambassadorof Nicaragua
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