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No. 2925. 1 THE INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERN-
MENT OF EGYPT REGARDING PRIVILEGES, IMMUN-
ITIES AND FACILITIES IN EGYPTIAN TERRITORY.
SIGNED AT CAIRO, ON 27 AUGUST 1953

The GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT on the one part and the INTERNATIONAL CIvIL
AVIATION ORGANIZATION on the other,

DESIRING to concludean Agreementfor the purposeof determiningthe priv-
ileges,immunitiesandfacilities to be grantedby the Governmentof Egypt to the
InternationalCivil Aviation Organization,to the representativesof its members
andto its expertsandofficials, in particularwith regardto its arrangementsin the
Middle East Region, and to regulateother related matters,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article I

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 1

In this Agreement:

(a) The word “Organization”meanstheInternationalCivil Aviation Organization,
set up underArticle 43 of the Conventionon International Civil Aviation,
signedat Chicagoon 7 December1944 ; 2

(b) For the purposesof Article IV the words “property and assets”“funds, notes,
coinsandsecurities”or “assets,incomeandotherproperty” shall be deemedto
include property, assetsand funds administeredby the Organizationunder
the Conventionon InternationalCivil Aviation and/or in furtheranceof its
constitutionalfunctions

(c) The expression“Member States” meansthe Stateswhich are parties to the
Conventionon International Civil Aviation;

(d) The expression“representativesof members”meansrepresentativesof States
that are membersof the International Civil Aviation Organizationand shall
be deemed to include all delegates,deputy delegates,advisers, technical

I Cameinto force on 25 May 1954, in accordancewith section35, havingbeen ratified by
the Governmentof Egypt on 14 April 1954, and adoptedby the Council of the International
Civil Aviation Organizationat the secondmeetingof its twenty-secondsessionon 25 May 1954.

See footnote 3, p. 162 of this volume.
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expertsandsecretariesof Delegations,which secretariesinclude tile equivalent
of third secretariesof diplomaticmissionsbut not the clerical staff

(e) The words “principal or subsidiaryorgans” shall be deemedto include the
Assembly, the Council, the Air Navigation Commission, the Air Transport
Committee,any meetingor conferenceheld in the Middle East Region and
any of the subdivisionsof all such organsas well as the Secretariatand the
RegionalOffice in Cairo;

(/) For the purposesof Sections4, 6, 16 and 17 the words “freedom of meeting”
or “meetingof the Organization”shall be deemedto include all institutional
meetingsof the principal or subsidiaryorgansof the Organizationas well as
all Conferencesor Meetingsconvenedby the Organizationunder the authority
or auspicesof the Organizationin Egypt.

Article II

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

SECTION 2

The Organizationshall possessjuridical personality and legal capacityand,
in particular, capacity:

(a) to contract;

(b) in conformity with the Egyptian laws to acquireand disposeof immovable
and movableproperty, and

(c) to institute legal proceedings.

Article III

FREEDOM OF ACTION

SECTION 3

The Organizationand its principal or subsidiaryorgansshall have in Egypt
the independenceandfreedomof actionbelongingto an internationalorganization
according to international practice.

SECTION 4

The Organization,its principal or subsidiaryorgansas well as its members
andthe representativesof membersin their relationswith the Organization,shall
enjoy in Egypt absolutefreedomof meeting,including freedomof discussionand
decision.
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Article IV

PROPERTY,FUNDS AND ASSETS

SECTION 5

The Organizationand its propertyand assetslocated in Egypt shall enjoy
immunity from every form of legal processexcept in so far as in any particular
casethis immunity is expresslywaivedby the SecretaryGeneralof the Organiza-
tion, or the Director of the Middle EastOffice ashisduly authorizedrepresentative.
It is, however,understoodthat no waiverof immunity shall extendto anymeasure
of execution.

SECTION 6

(1) The premisesof the Organization in Egypt or any premisesin Egypt
occupiedby the Organizationin connexionwith a meetingof the Organization
shall be inviolable.

(2) Such premisesand the propertyand assetsof the Organization in Egypt
shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation,expropriation and any
other form of interference,whetherby executive,administrative,judicial or legis-
lative action, except in the caseof expropriationfor reasonsof public utility and
against just compensation.

SECTION 7

The archives of the Organization,and in generalall documentsbelonging
to it or held by it in Egypt shall be inviolable.

SECTION 8

(1) The Organizationmayreceiveandhold funds,notes,coins andsecurities
of any kind andmay disposeof them freely bothwithin Egypt andin its relations
with other countries.

(2) This Section shall also apply to membersof the Organization in their
relationswith the Organization.

SECTION 9

The Governmentof Egypt shall provide for the Organizationat the most
favourablerateofficially recognized,its nationalcurrencyto the amountrequired
to meetthe expenditureof the Organizationin Egypt or otherpartsof the Middle
East Region.

SECTION 10

In exercisingits rights underSections8 and9, the Organizationshall pay due
regardto anyrepresentationsmadeby the Governmentof Egypt in so far as the
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Organizationconsidersthat effect can be given to such representationswithout
detrimentto its interests.

SECTION 11

The Organization,its assets,income and other propertyshall be:
(a) exempt from all direct and indirect taxes. It is understood,however, that

the Organizationwill not claim exemption from taxeswhich are, in fact, no
morethan chargesfor public utility services;

(b) exempt from customsduties, prohibitions and restrictions on imports and
exportsin respectof goodsor articlesimportedor exportedby the Organization
for its official use. It is understood,however, that such goods or articles
imported undersuch exemption will not be sold or cededin Egypt except
underconditions agreedwith the Governmentof Egypt;

(c) exempt from customsduties, prohibitions and restrictions on imports and
exports in respectof their publications.

SECTION 12

While the Organizationwill not, as a generalrule, in the caseof minor pur-
chases,claim exemptionfrom excisedutiesandfrom taxeson the saleof movable
and immovable propertywhich form part of the price to be paid, nevertheless,
when the Organizationis making importantpurchasesfor official use of property
on which suchdutiesandtaxeshavebeenchargedor arechargeable,the Govern-
ment of Egyptshallmakeappropriateadministrativearrangementsfor the remis-
sion or return of the amount of duty or tax.

Article V

FACILITIES IN RESPECTOF COMMUNICATIONS

SECTION 13

The Organization shall enjoy in Egypt for its official communications,treat-
ment not less favourablethan that accordedby the Governmentof Egypt to any
other Government,including its diplomatic mission, in the matter of priorities,
rates and taxes on mails, cables, telegrams,radiograms,telephotos,telephone
andothercommunicationsandpressratesfor information to the pressandradio.

SECTION 14

(1) No censorshipshall be appliedto the duly authenticatedofficial commun-
ications of the Organization.
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(2) The Organizationshallhavethe right to use codesand to despatchand
receivecorrespondenceby courier or in sealedbags,which shall havethe same
immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and bags.

Article VI

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS

SECTION 15

Representativesof membersof the Organizationon its principal or subsidiary
organsandat conferencesor meetingsconvenedby the Organizationand who are
not of Egyptian nationality, shall, while exercising their functions and during
their journeysto and from the placeof meeting,enjoy the following privileges and
immunities

(a) Immunity from personalarrestor detentionandfrom seizureof their personal
baggage,andin respectof wordsspokenor written andall acts doneby them
in their official capacity, immunity from legal processof every kind.

(b) Inviolability for all papersand documents.
(c) The right to use codesand despatchor receivepapersor correspondenceby

courier or in sealedbags.

(d) Exemption in respect of themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration
restrictions, aliens’ registration or national service obligations in Egyptian
territory.

(a) The samefacilities in respect of currency or exchangerestrictions as are
accorded to representativesof foreign Governmentson temporary official
mission.

(f) The sameimmunities andfacilities in respectof their personalbaggageas are
accordedto membersof diplomatic missionsof comparablerank.

(g) Such otherprivileges,immunitiesandfacilities not inconsistentwith the fore-
going as membersof diplomatic missions of comparablerank enjoy, except
that they shall have no right to claim exemption from customsduties on
articlesimported (otherwise than aspart of their personalbaggage)or from
indirect taxesor salestaxes.

SECTION 16

In order to securefor the representativesof membersof the Organization
at a meetingof the Organization completefreedomof speechand independence
in the dischargeof their duties,the immunity from legalprocessin respectof words
spokenor written andall actsdoneby them in dischargingtheir dutiesshall con-
tinue to be accorded,notwithstandingthat the personsconcernedare no longer
engagedin the dischargeof suchduties.

No. 2925



382 United Nations— Treaty Series 1955

SECTION 17

If the incidence of any form of taxation dependsupon residencein Egypt,
periods during which the representativesof membersof the Organization are
presentat ameetingof the Organizationin Egypt for the dischargeof their duties
shallnot be consideredas periodsof residence.

SECTION 18

Privileges and immunitiesareaccordedto the representativesof membersof
the Organizationnot for the personalbenefitof the individuals themselves,but in
order to safeguardthe independentexerciseof their functions in connexionwith
the Organization. Consequently,a membernot only hasthe right, but is under
a duty to waive the immunity of its representativesin any casewhere, in the
opinion of the member,the immunity would impedethe courseof justice, andit
canbewaivedwithoutprejudiceto thepurposefor which theimmunityis accorded.
In any suchcasein which oneof the personsdesignatedto serveon it is concerned,
the Council of the Organizationshallbe under the sameduty.

SECTION 19

TheOrganizationwill asfar aspossiblecommunicatein advanceto theGovern-
ment of Egypt a list of the representativesinvited to its conferencesor meetings.

Article VII

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION

SECTION 20

Expertsandconsultantsother than thoseunderSection 1 (d) or officials who
comewithin the scopeof Article VI or VIII respectivelyandwho perform missions
for the Organizationshall beaccordedsuchprivilegesandimmunitiesas are neces-
sary for the independentexerciseof their functions during the period of their
missions, including the time spenton journeysin connexionwith their missions.
In particular, they shall be accorded:

(a) Immunity from personalarrestor detentionandfrom seizureof their personal
baggageandin respectof wordsspokenor written andactsdoneby them in
the courseof the performanceof their mission, immunity from legal process
of every kind.

This immunity from legal processshall continue to be accorded,notwith-
standingthat the personsconcernedare no longer employedon missionsfor
the Organization.

(b) Inviolability for all papers and documents.
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(c) For the purposeof their communicationwith the Organization,the right to use
codesand to despatchor receive papersor correspondenceby courier or in
sealedbags.

(d) Exemption in respect of themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration
restrictions,aliens’ registrationor national serviceobligationsin Egypt.

(a) The samefacilities in respectof currency or exchangerestrictions as are
accordedto representativesof foreign Governmentson temporary official
mission.

(f) The sameimmunitiesandfacilities in respectof their personalbaggageas are
accordedto membersof diplomatic missions.

SECTION 21

Privilegesandimmunitiesare grantedto expertsin theinterestsof the Organ-
ization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The
SecretaryGeneralshall havethe right and the duty to waive the immunity of
any expertsin any casewhere, in his opinion, the immunity would impede the
course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interestsof the
Organization.

Article VIII

OFFICIALS

SECTION 22

The SecretaryGeneralor the Director of the Middle East Office as his duly
authorizedrepresentative,shall, from time to time, communicateto the Govern-
ment of Egypt the categoriesand the namesof thoseofficials to whom the provi-
sions of this Article and Article IX shall apply.

SECTION 23

(1) Officials of the Organization,irrespectiveof nationality, shall:

(a) be immunefrom legal processin respectof wordsspoken or written and all
acts performedby them in their official capacity;

(b) be exempt from taxation in respectof the salariesand emolumentspaid to
them by the Organization.
(2) Moreoverthosewho are not of Egyptian nationalityshall:

(a) be immune, togetherwith their spousesand relatives dependenton them,
from immigration restrictionsand aliens’ registration

No. 2925



386 United Nations— Treaty Series 1955

(b) be accordedthesameprivilegesin respectof exchangefacilities as are accorded
to officials of comparablerank of diplomatic missionsto Egypt;

(c) be given, togetherwith their spousesand relativesdependenton them, the
samerepatriationfacilities in time of internationalcrisesas officials of com-
parablerank of diplomaticmissions;

(d) havethe right to import free of duty their furniture and effectsat the time
of taking up their postin Egypt or upon their permanentappointmentto it

(e) onceevery threeyearshavethe right to import free of duty a motor-car,it
being understoodthat the duty will becomepayablein the eventof the sale
or disposalof suchmotor-carwithin threeyearsto a personnot entitledto this
exemption upon its importation.

SECTION 24

(1) The officials of the Organizationshall be exempt from national service
obligations in Egypt, provided that, in relation to officials who are Egyptian
nationals, such exemption shall be confined to officials whose nameshave, by
reasonsof their duties,beenplacedupon alist completedby the SecretaryGeneral
or the Director of the Middle East Office as his duly authorizedrepresentative
and approvedby the Governmentof Egypt.

(2) Shouldotherofficials of the Organizationbecalledup for nationalservice,
the Governmentof Egypt shall, at the requestof the SecretaryGeneralor the
Director of the Middle East Office as his duly authorizedrepresentative,grant
as far aspossiblesuchdefermentsin thecall-upof suchofficials asmay be necessary
to avoid seriousdislocation in the continuation of essentialwork.

SECTION 25

In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in Section 23, the
Presidentof the Council, the SecretaryGeneral,the AssistantSecretariesGeneral,
the Director of the Middle EastOffice andhis Deputy shallbe accordedin respect
of themselves,their spousesand minor children, the privileges and immunities,
exemptionsandfacilities accordedto diplomatic envoysin accordancewith inter-
national law and usage.

SECTION 26

Privilegesandimmunitiesare grantedto officials in the interestsof the Organ-
ization and not for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves. The
SecretaryGeneralshallhave the right and the duty to waive the immunity of
any official in any casewhere, in his opinion, the immunity would impede the
courseof justice andcanbewaivedwithout prejudiceto the interestsof the Organ-
ization.
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Article IX

VISAS, PERMITS OF RESIDENCE, UNITED NATIONS LAISSER-PASSER AND OTHER

FACILITIES

SECTION 27

(1) The Governmentof Egypt shall take all measuresrequiredto facilitate
the entry into, residencein, and departurefrom Egypt of all personshaving
official businesswith the Organization,i. e.
(a) Representativesof memberswhatevermay be the relationsbetweenEgypt

and the memberconcerned.

(b) Experts and consultantson missions for the Organization,irrespective of
nationality.

(c) Officials of the Organization.

(d) Other persons, irrespectiveof nationality, summonedby the Organization.

(2) Any police regulations calculated to restrict the entry of aliens into
Egyptor to regulatethe conditionsof their residenceshall not apply to the persons
provided for in this Section.

(3) The Governmentof Egypt shall issue to the embassies,legations and
consulatesabroadgeneralinstructionsin advanceto grant visas to any applicant
on productionof a valid passportor any equivalentidentity andtravel document
andof a documentestablishinghisofficial relationshipto the Organizationwithout
any delayor waiting periodandwithout requiringhis personalattendanceor the
payment of any charges.

(4) The provisionsof this Section shallapply to the spouseand dependents
of the personconcernedif they live with him and do not exercisean independent
professionor calling.

SECTION 28

The Governmentof Egypt shall recognizeand acceptas a valid travel doc-
ument the United Nationslaissez-passerissuedto the officials of the Organization
under administrative arrangementsconcluded between the President of the
Council of the Organizationand the SecretaryGeneralof the United Nations.

SECTION 29

The Presidentof the Council, the SecretaryGeneral,the AssistantSecretaries
General,the Director of the Middle East Office, the Directorsof the Organization
and the External RelationsOfficer traveffing on official businessof the Organ-
ization shall be grantedthe samefacilities as are accordedto diplomatic envoys.
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SECTION 30

(1) The Organizationwill be supplied,in the premisesplacedat its disposal,
with electricity, water and gas, andwith service for the removalof refuse. In
a caseof force majeureentailing partial or total suspensionof theseservices,the
requirementsof the Organizationwill beconsideredby the Governmentof Egypt
to be of the sameimportanceas those of its own administrations.

(2) The Governmentof Egypt will ensurethe necessarypolice supervision
for the protection of the seat of the Organizationand for the maintenanceof
order in the immediatevicinity thereof. At the requestof the SecretaryGeneral,
the Governmentof Egypt will supply such police force as may be necessaryto
maintain order within the building.

Article X

SECURITY OP THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT

SECTION 31

(1) Nothing in the presentAgreementshall affect the right of the Egyptian
Governmentto take the precautionsnecessaryfor the securityof Egypt.

(2) If the Egyptian Governmentconsidersit necessary to apply the first
paragraphof this Article, it shall approachthe Organizationas rapidly as cir-
cumstancesallow in order to determineby mutual agreementthe measures
necessaryto protect the interest of the Organization.

(3) The Organization shall collaborate with the Egyptian authorities to
avoid any prejudice of the security of Egypt resulting from its activity.

Article XI

CO-OPERATION AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

SECTION 32

The Organizationshall co-operateat all times with the appropriateauthor-
ities of the Governmentof Egypt to facilitate the properadministrationof justice,
securethe observanceof police regulationsand prevent the occurrenceof any
abusein connexion with the privileges, immunities and facilities provided for
under the presentAgreement.

SECTION 33

TheOrganizationshallmakeprovisionfor appropriatemodesof settlementof:

(a) disputesarising out of contractsor other disputesof a privatelaw character
to which the Organization is a party;
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(b) disputesinvolving any official of the Organizationwho,by reasonof his official
position, enjoysimmunity, if immunity hasnot beenwaivedby the Secretary
Generalin accordancewith the provisionsof Section 26.

SECTION 34

Any difference between the Organization and the Egyptian Government
arising out of the interpretationor applicationof the presentAgreementor of
any supplementaryarrangementor agreementwhich is not settledby negotiations
shall be submittedfor decision to a board of three arbitrators; the first to be
appointed by the Egyptian Government, the secondby the SecretaryGeneral
of the Organization, and the third, the presiding arbitrator, by the President
of the InternationalCourt of Justice,unlessin anyspecific casethe partieshereto
agreeto resort to a different mode of settlement.

Article XII

FINAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 35

The presentAgreementshall enterinto force as soonas it has beenratified
by the Governmentof Egypt in accordancewith its constitutional procedures
and adoptedby the Council of the Organization.

SECTION 36

On the coming into force of the presentAgreementit will be registeredwith
the Council of the Organizationin pursuanceof Article 7 of the Rulesfor Regis-
tration with ICAO of Aeronautical Agreements and Arrangements, adopted
by the said Council on 1 April 1949 to give effect to Articles 81 and 83 of the
Conventionon International Civil Aviation, and it will be communicatedfor
furtherregistrationto theSecretaryGeneralof theUnited Nationsby the Secretary
Generalof the Organizationin pursuanceof Article 1 of the Regulations1adopted
by the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations on 14 December 1946 to give
effect to Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nations.

SECTION 37

The presentAgreementmay be revisedat the requestof either party. In
this event the two partiesshall consult eachotherconcerningthe modifications
to be madein its provisions. If the negotiationsdo not resultin anunderstanding
within oneyear, the presentAgreementmay bedenouncedby eitherparty giving
two years’ notice.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 76, p. xviii.
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In FAITH WHEREOF the presentAgreementwas done and signedat Cairo,
on the 27th day of August 1953, in two copies, in Frenchand in English, the
texts in both languagesbeing equally authentic, of which one text was handed
to the representativesof the Governmentof Egypt, andtheotherto the Secretary
Generalof the International Civil Aviation Organization.

For the Governmentof Egypt

M. FAWZI

For the International Civil Aviation Organization
D. LEFEVEE

No. 2925
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES

[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

I

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT

Cairo, 27 August 1953
Sir,

With referenceto the agreementconcluded between the Government of
Egypt and the InternationalCivil Aviation Organizationregardingthe privileges,
immunitiesandfacilities to be grantedto that Organizationin Egypt, I havethe
honour to inform you of the following:

(1) The Organizationmay, in conformity with section8, hold and, through
normalchannels,receivegold in Egypt andtransferit abroad. Nevertheless,the
Organizationmay not transferfrom Egypt an amount of gold larger than that
introduced.

(2) In conformity with article VIII, the Organizationand the Government
shalldetermineby mutualagreementthe categoriesof officials andthe natureand
scopeof the facilities, privilegesand immunities to be grantedto eachcategory.

(3) The Organizationmay not, undersection 23 (1) (a), claim for members
of the staff of the RegionalOffice in Egyptwho are Egyptiannationals,regardless
of their grade,immunity from legal processin Criminal Courtsof Egypt in respect
of wordsspokenor written and all acts performedby them when suchwords are
not spokenor written or suchactsare not performedin the exerciseof their official
functions.

(4) In invoking the termsof section27 (2) of theAgreement,the Organization
shall refrain from requestingthat police regulationsshould be waived in respect
of the personsreferredto in section 27 (1) where such regulationsare applied
pursuantto internationalhealthconventionsor to similarconventions,agreements
or regulationsadoptedby the World Health Organization.

(5) Notwithstandingthe provisionsof section27 andin pursuanceof section
31, the Egyptian Governmentmay take all precautionsnecessaryfor the security
of the country with regard to nationalsof countrieswhose relationswith Egypt
arenotnormal.

M. FAWZI

Minister of ForeignAffairs

To the Director General

of the InternationalCivil Aviation Organization
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II

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT

Cairo, 27 August 1953
Your Excellency,

Following the conclusionof the Agreementbetweenthe Governmentof Egypt
andthe InternationalCivil Aviation Organizationregardingthe privileges,immu-
nities andfacilities to be grantedto that Organizationin Egypt andin reply to
your letter of 27 August 1953, I have the honour to communicateto you the
following:

(1) 1 agreethat

[Seenote I]

D. G. LEFEVRE

Director of theMiddle EastOffice

H.E. the Minister of Foreign Affairs
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