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No. 2952. EUROPEAN CONVENTION1 RELATING TO THE
FORMALITIES REQUIRED FOR PATENT APPLICA.-
TIONS. SIGNED AT PARIS, ON 11 DECEMBER 1953

The Governmentssignatoryhereto,being Membersof the Council of Europe,

Consideringthat the aim of the Council of Europeis to achievegreaterunity
betweenits Membersfor the purpose,amongothers,of facilitating their economic
and social progressby agreementsand common action in economic, social,
cultural, scientific, legal and administrativematters;

Consideringthat it is in the generalinterest to simplify and unify as far as
possiblethe formalities prescribedby the various national legislationsin respect
of applicationsfor patents;

Having regardto Article 15 of the InternationalConventionfor the Protection
of IndustrialPropertysignedat Parison 20th March, 1883,revisedat Brusselson
14th December, 1900, at Washington on 2nd June, 1911, at The Hague on
6th November,1925 andat London on 2nd June,1934,2

Have agreedas follows:

~ In accordancewith article8, theConventioncameinto force on 1 June1955, the first day
of the monthfollowing thedateof depositof thefourth instrumentof ratification, and, asregards
eachsignatoryratifying subsequently,on the first day of the monthfollowing thedateof deposit
of its instrument of ratification.

Following is the list of Partiesto the Conventionindicating the respectivedatesof deposit
of the instrumentof ratification and of the entry into force of the Convention

Norway 21 May 1954 1 June 1955
Ireland 17 June 1954 1 June 1955
Saar 8 September1954 1 June 1955
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland 5 May 1955 1 June 1955
FederalRepublicof Germany(with declaration*) . 17 May 1955 1 June 1955
Greece 15 June 1955 1 July 1955

* DECLARATION — DECLARATION

[TRANSLATION — TRADUcTION]

The Federal Governmentreserves the right to declare that the European Convention
relating to the Formalitiesrequiredfor Patent Applicationsshall alsoapply to theLand Berlin.

On this occasion, the Federal Governmentrepeats the reservation which it madewhen
signingtheConventionon 11 December1953 andwhich is to theeffect that ratification in no way
implies recognitionof the presentstatus of the Saar.

2 British and Foreign Slate Papers, Vol. 74, p. 44; Vol. 92, p. 807, and Vol. 104, p. 116;
Leagueof Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. LXXIV, p. 289; Vol. LXXXIII, p. 464 ; Vol. LXXXVIII,
p. 366; Vol. XCII, p. 403; Vol. ‘C, p. 246; Vol. CIV, p. 512; Vol. CVII, p. 506; Vol. CXVII,
p. 185; Vol. CXXX, p. 448; Vol. CXXXIV, p. 405; Vol. CXXXVIII, p. 443; Vol. CXLVII,
p. 335; Vol. CLVI, p. 205 ; Vol. CLXIV, p. 378; Vol. CXCII, p. 17; Vol. CCIV, p. 469; Vol. CCV,
p. 218, and United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 1, p. 269, and Vol. 32, p. 406.
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Article 1

1. An applicationfor a patent in any ContractingState

(a) may be required to accordwith the provisions of Article 2 of this Con-
vention;

(b) shallnotbe deniedits dateof filing on formal groundsif it complieswith
the requirementsspecifiedin Article 3 of this Convention

(c) shall, if it otherwisecomplies with the law of that Contracting State,
not be refused,so long as the requirementsspecifiedin Articles 4 to 6 of
this Convention are satisfied.

2. TheContractingStatesshallmakeno otherformal requirementsthanthose
set out in this Convention,but a ContractingState may dispensewith any of the
requirementscontainedherein.

Article 2

1. The applicantfor a patent may be requiredto submit:

(a) an application form; a Contracting State may, however, require this
form in duplicate

(b) a specificationof the inventionin duplicate; a ContractingState which
makesuse of a systemof examinationfor novelty may,however,require
this specificationin triplicate

(c) drawingsnecessaryfor the understandingof thespecification,in duplicate,
or, if the law of thecountry in which the applicationis maderequiresit,
in triplicate

(d) such samplesas the law of the country in which the applicationis made
requires

(e) if an agentis employed,a documentproving his authorisationto act as
such,and,if the law of the countryin which applicationis maderequires
it, his acceptanceof the authorisation; no legalisation or certification
shall be necessaryfor this document

(f) if the applicantis not himself the inventor accordingto the law of the
country in which the application is made,and if suchlaw requiresit, a
documentproving his status,such as assigneeof the inventor, or the
assentof the inventor to the making of the applicationby an assignee;

(g) the fees required for an application or proof that they havebeenpaid.

2. The application form andthe accompanyingdocumentsshallbe written
in the languageof, or in a languagerecognisedfor the purposeby, the country in
which the applicationis made. The specificationfiled in supportof an application
for a patentor certificateof additionmay be requiredto bein the samelanguage
as the application for the main patent.

No. 2952
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Article 3

1. An applicationshallnot be deniedits dateof filing on formal groundsif
theapplicationform, thoughit doesnot complywith the requirementsof Article 4,
is filed accompaniedby:

(a) one copy of a specificationof the invention in the languageof, or in a
languagerecognisedfor the purposeby, the country in which the applica-
tion is made, even though that specificationdoes not comply with the
requirementsof Article 5

(b) one copy of the drawingswhere necessaryfor the understandingof the
specification,eventhoughthosedrawingsdo not complywith the require-
ments of Article 6

(c) the amount of the feesor proof that they havebeenpaid.

2. The law of the country in which applicationis mademay fix time-limits
within which the other documentsmentionedin Article 2 shall be filed or the
documentsalready filed shall be regularised.

3. The Contracting States shall permit applications to be sent by post,
providedthat nothingin this paragraphshallaffect thevalidity of any laws of any
ContractingState relating to the requirementof an agent or of an addressfor
service.

Article 4

1. The application form shall be regardedas formally in order, as regards
its sizeand the kind of paperused,if it is madeon strongwhite paperof a size
of 29 to 34 cms. by 20 to 22 cms.

2. The applicationform shallbe regardedas formally in order as regardsits
contentsif it is properlymadeon one of the standardapplicationforms annexed
to this Convention,or if it complieswith the provisionsof paragraph2 of Article 2
and contains

(a) the surnameand first names (or in the case of a body corporate,the
name),nationality, domicile or registeredoffice and completeaddressof
the applicant;

(b) the full nameand addressof the agent, if thereis one;

(c) a short and precisetitle for the invention, without any fancy names;

(d) if thelaw of the country in whichapplicationis maderequiresit, adeclara-
tion statingthat theapplicantis the true andfirst inventor or the assignee
thereof

(e) a statementwhether the applicant requires an independentpatent, a
patentof importation, a patent for an improvementor a patentor certi-
ficate of addition or whetherhis application is a divisional application.

No. 2952
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Thereshall alsobe given the numberof the patent,or of the application
for the patent,to which the applicationfor apatent for an improvement,
or for a patent or certificate of addition or the divisional application
relates

(/) if thereare severalapplicantsand no common agent,the name of the
personto whom official communicationsare to be addressed;

(g) the signatureof the applicantor that of his agent, if, under the law of
thecountry in which the applicationis made,the latter is empoweredby
the applicantto sign. If two application forms are required,only one
needbe signed;

(h) if the law of the country in which applicationis maderequiresit, a list of
the documentsaccompanyingthe applicationas set out in Article 2

(i) an addressfor service in the country in which the application is made,
if the applicant’s addressis outside the country and its law does not
require that therebe an agent therein.

Article 5

The specificationshallbe regardedas formally in order if it complieswith the
provisions of paragraph2 of Article 2 and with the following conditions

(a) it is written on oneside only of oneor moresheetsof strongwhite paper,
29 to 34 cms. long and 20 to 22 cms. wide; the sheetsare connected
togetherin sucha way that they canbe separatedandre-unitedwithout
causingany difficulty to the reader;andthe pagesarenumbered;

(b) it is handwritten, typed, lithographedor printed, and easily legible, the
ink being dark and indelible;

(c) a marginof about 3 or 4 cms. is left on the left-hand side of eachsheet
as well as spacesof about 8 cms. at theheadof the first pageandfoot of
the last;

(d) a spacesufficient to permit the interlineationof correctionsis left between
the lines

(e) the specificationdoesnot contain drawingsother than graphicchemical
and mathematicalformulae;

(j) units of weightsand measuresare in accordancewith the metric system,
temperaturesin degreescentigrade,and densityas specific gravity: for
electrical units the rules agreedby internationalpractice are observed
and for chemical formulae the symbols, atomic weights and molecular
formulae in generaluse in the country in which the application is made
are employed;
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(g) the specificationis reasonablyfree from erasures,alterationsor over-
writings, and any which do occur in the originally filed documentare
mentionedin the margin or recited at the end of the descriptionand
initialled, andare madein the samemanneron all the copies;

(h) the headingrecites the surnameand first namesof the applicant (or in
the caseof a body corporate,its name) and the title of the invention

(1) one or more copiesof the specificationis or aresignedby the applicant
or his agent,accordingto the law of the country in which the application
is made.

Article 6

The drawingsshallbe regardedas formally in order if they comply with the
following conditions

(a) one of the copiesof the drawingsis madeon oneor moresheetsof strong,
non-shiny, flexible, transparentmaterial. Not more than two other
copies,exactreplicas of the first, aresuppliedon strong, white, smooth,
non-shinypaper;thesecopies may be good quality lithographs. If the
copy on flexible, transparentmaterial is madeby meansof a printing
press,the other copiesmay be printed from the sameblock. Any Con-
tracting Statemay,however,require that one of theselatter copiesshall
bear no referencesigns

(b) eachsheetis 29 to 34 cms.longby 21 cms.wide, or, exceptionally,42 crns.
wide. With sheets21 ems.wide, the surfaceusedis no more than 25.7
cms. by 17 cms.;

(c) all partsof the drawingsare executedin durable,dark (if possible,black)
markingswithout coloursor colour washesand lendthemselvesto simple
photographicreproduction or to reproduction without any intermediary
steps on a stereotype

(d) sections are indicated by oblique hatching which does not impede the
clear readingof the referencesigns and leading lines

(e) the scale of the drawingsis such that, dependingon the degreeof com-
plexity of the figure, a photographicreproductionwith a linear reduction
in size to two-thirds allows all the details to be seenwithout difficulty
and,if the scaleis shownon the drawings,it is drawnandnot indicatedin
writing;

(f) the different figures are clearly separatedone from another, arranged
on as fewsheetsaspossibleandnumberedcontinuouslyandindependently
of the numberof sheets
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(g) all numbers,letters and referencelines appearingon the drawings are
simple and clear, the letters andnumbersbeing at least 0.32 cms. high;
andeach item depictedin the figures, insofar as the understandingof the
specificationrequiresit, is denotedby the samereferenceletter or number
throughoutand theseagreewith those used in the specification;

(h) the drawings do not contain explanatorymatter, with the exception
of suchtermsas “water”, “steam”, “sectionon AB”, “open”, “shut”, and,
in the caseof electricblock schematicdiagramsand flow sheetdiagrams,
explanatory matter sufficient to enable them to be understood,when
such terms and explanatorymatter appearin the languageof, or in a
languagerecognisedfor the purposeby, the country in which the applica-
tion is filed;

(i) each sheetcarries in the margin the nameof the applicant, the total
numberof sheetswith the numberof eachsheet,andthe signatureof the
applicant of his agent;

(j) the drawings are filed in such away as to be free from creasesor cracks
unfavourableto photographicreproduction.

Article 7

1. In eachContractingStateanypersondesiringto takeadvantage,underthe
Conventionof Paris for the Protectionof IndustrialProperty,of the priority of a
previousapplicationshall enjoy a periodof at least two months,starting from the
subsequentapplication,to makea declarationto this effect. Each Contracting
State,however,reservestheright to prescribethat this declarationshouldbe made
within the priority period laid down by that Convention.

2. When a declarationof priority is madein accordancewith paragraph1
of thisArticle, theapplicantmay berequiredto submitacertified copyof thespeci-
fication anddrawingsof the original applicationandsuchotherdocumentsas the
law of the country in which the subsequentapplicationis mademay require.

3. Insofaras the documentsreferredto in paragraph2 of this Article are
drawnup in English,Frenchor Germanor accompaniedby an officially certified
translationin one of theselanguages,it shallnot be necessaryto provide a trans-
lation in thelanguageof, or in a languagerecognisedfor thepurposeby, the country
in which application is made, unless the competentauthority requiresit.

Article 8

1. This Conventionshall be open to the signatureof the Membersof the
Councilof Europe. It shallberatified. Instrumentsof ratificationshallbe depos-
ited with the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe.

2. This Conventionshallcomeinto force on the first dayof the month follow-
ing the dateof deposit of the fourth instrumentof ratification.
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3. As regardsany Signatory ratifying subsequently,the Conventionshall
comeinto force on the first day of the month following the date of the deposit
of its instrumentof ratification.

Article 9

1. After it has comeinto force, this Conventionshallbe open to accession
by all Stateswhich areMembersof the InternationalUnion for the Protectionof
Industrial Property.

2. Accessionshallbe effectedby the deposit of an instrumentof accession
with the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe, which shall take effect on
the first day of the month following the dateof deposit.

Article 10

The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europeshallnotify to the Members
of the Council, to any Stateswhich may haveaccededto this Conventionandto
the Director of the InternationalBureaufor the Protectionof Industrial Property
at Berne:

(a) the date of entry into force of this Convention and the namesof any
Membersof the Council which ratify it;

(b) the depositof anyinstrumentsof accessionin accordancewith Article 9;

(c) any notification receivedin accordancewith Article 11.

Article 11

1. This Conventionshall remain in force for an unlimited time.

2. Any Contracting State may denouncethis Conventionby giving one

year’s noticeto this effect to the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, being duly authorisedthereto,
have signed this Convention.

DONE at Paris, this 11th day of
December, 1953, in the English and
French languages, both texts being
equally authoritative, in a singlecopy,
which shall remain in the archives of
the Council of Europe and of which
the Secretary-Generalshall send cer-
tified copies to eachof the signatory
and accedingGovernmentsand to the
Director of the International Bureau
for theProtectionof IndustrialProperty
at Berne.

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Belgium

EN FOl DR QUOI, les soussignésont,
d~mentautorisésa cet effet, signé la
présenteConvention.

FAIT a Paris, le 11 décembre1953,
en francais et en anglais, les deux
textesfaisantégalementfoi, en un seul
exemplaire, qui sera déposé dans les
archives du Conseil de l’Europe. Le
Secrétaire Général en communiquera
des copies certifiées conformesa tous
les Gouvernementssignataireset adhé-
rents ainsi qu’au Directeurdu Bureau
Internationalde Bernepour Ia Protec-
tion de Ia Propriété Industrielle.

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Belgique:

P. VAN ZEELAND

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Denmark:

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Danemark

E. WAERUM

For the Government
of the French Republic

BIDAULT

Pour le Gouvernement
de la République française

No. 2952
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For the Governmentof the Pour le Gouvernement de la
FederalRepublic of Germany : Republique Fédérale d’Allemagne

ADENAUER

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Greece: du Royaumede Grèce

STEPHANOPOULOS

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Icelandic Republic : de Ia Republique islandaise

Kristinn GUDMUNDSSON

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of Ireland : d’Irlande

PrôinsiasMAC A0GAIN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Italian Republic : de la Republique italienne

Ludovico BENVENUTI

N’ 2952



44 United Nations— Treaty Series 1955

For the Government of the Grand Pour le Gouvernementdu Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg : Duché de Luxembourg

BECH

For the Governmentof the Pour le Gouvernement
Kingdom of the Netherlands: du Royaumedes Pays-Bas

J. W. BEYEN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Norway : du Royaumede Norvège

Halyard LANGE

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Saar : de la Sarre

(in application of resolution (53) 30 of (par application de la resolution (53)
the Committeeof Ministers) 30 du Comité des Ministres)

P. VAN ZEELAND

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Sweden : du Royaumede Suede

Osten UNDEN
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1955 Nations Unies— Recueil des Traités 45

For the Government
of the Turkish Republic

F. KÔPRULU

Pour le Gouvernement
de la République turque

For the Government
of the United Kingdom of GreatBritain

and Northern Ireland:

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaume-Uni de Grande-

Bretagne et d’Irlande du Nord

Anthony NUTTING

At the time of signing the present
Convention,I declare that my signature
is in respect of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(including the Isle of Man), and is
not in respect of any other territory
or territories for whose international
relations the Governmentof the United
Kingdom are responsible.

Au moment de signer la presente
Convention,je declareque ma signature
vaut uniquementpour le Royaume-Uni
de Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord
(lie de Man comprise), a l’exclusion
de tout autre territoire dont le Gouverne-
ment du Royaume-Uniassure les rela-
tions internationales.

N’ 2952
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ANNEX I

APPLICATION FOR PATENT

I/We the undersigned (1)
I in my/our own name

acting 1,. on behalf of (2)

hereby make application for a patent for the invention describedin the accompanying
specification (and drawings) and entitled

claim(s) to be the true (and first) inventor(s) of the invention
claim(s) the following of us (them), namely

to be the true and first inventor(s)
believe(s) to be the

I/We the
true and first inventor(s)applicant I Assignee(s)

claim(s) to be the .~ Personal of the inventor
I,. Representative(s) J

by virtue of (3)
I/We request that the patent may be granted as a (4)

to Patent (5) .1 °~. .
i. Application No dated

(6)

Dated this day of 19

List of documentsaccompanyingthis application

N.-B. — Delete where not applicable or required.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Give the following particulars
(a) When this form is signedby the applicant(s),hereinserthis/their first names,surname(s),

full address(es)and nationality(ies), or the name and full addresswhere the applicant
is not a physical person;

(b) When the form is signedby a nomineeof the applicant(s)here insert the first names,
surname and full address of the nominee. Note: Nomineescannot apply in certain
countries.

(2) In the case (1) (b), insert here the particulars at (I) (a).
(3) Here insert particulars of the assignment or other document.
(4) Here indicate the nature of the protection applied for, e.g. independent patent, patent of

importation, patent for an improvement, patent or certificate of addition.
(5) In the caseof a divisional application or where otherwise applicable, insert here the number

of the relatedpatent,or, wherethe relatedpatentapplicationis still pending, the number
and date of such application.

(6) Insert here, where necessary,any other relevant particulars such as the authorisation of
an agentin the country in which the application is made,or, if no suchagentis appointed,
an addressfor servicein that country.
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ANNEX II

CONVENTION APPLICATION FOR PATENT

I/We the undersigned (i) .

(in my/our own nameacting~ -

ion behalf of (2)
Hereby declare that (an) application(s) for protection for an invention or inventions
has(ve) been made in the following country(ies) on the following date(s),namely :—

in Ofl
by
in on
by
in on
by

and that the said application or each of the said applications was the first application
in a Convention country.
I am/We are the assignee(s)of the said
or the personal representative(s)of the said
by virtue of (3)
I/We requestthat a patentmaybe grantedwith priority founded on the above-mentioned
application(s) in a Convention country(ies) for the invention describedin the accom-
panying specification (and drawings) and entitled

I/We request that the patent may be granted as a (~)
to Patent(5) f No

~ Appn. No dated
(6)

Dated this day of
List of documents accompanying this application

N.-B. — Delete where not applicableor required.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Give the following particulars
(a) Whenthis form is signedby theapplicant(s),hereinsert his/their first names,surname(s),

full address(es)and nationality(ies), or the name and full addresswhere the applicant
is not a physical person.

(b) When the form is signed by a nomineeof the applicant(s)hereinsert the first names,
surnameand full addressof the nominee. Note: Nomineescannot apply in certain
countries.

(2) In the case (I) (b), insert here the particulars at (1) (a).
(3) Here insert particulars of the assignmentor other document.
(4) Here indicate the nature of the protectionapplied for, e.g. independentpatent, patentof

importation, patent for an improvement,patent or certificate of addition.
(5) In thecaseof a divisional application,or whereotherwiseapplicable,insert herethe number

of the relatedpatent,or where the relatedpatent application is still pending, the number
and date of such application.

(6) Insert here,wherenecessary,any other relevantparticularssuchas the authorisationof an
agent in the country in which the application is made, or, if no suchagent is appointed,
an addressfor service in that country
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