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No. 2954. EUROPEAN CONVENTION’ ON THE EQUIVA-
LENCE OF DIPLOMAS LEADING TO ADMISSION TO
UNIVERSITIES. SIGNED AT PARIS, ON 11 DECEMBER
1953

The Governmentssignatoryhereto,being Membersof the Council of Europe,

Consideringthat one of the objectsof the Council of Europeis to pursuea
policy of common action in cultural and scientific matters;

Consideringthat this object would be furtheredby making the intellectual
resourcesof Membersfreely available to Europeanyouth;

Consideringthat the university constitutesoneof the principal sourcesof the
intellectual activity of a country;

Consideringthat studentswho havesuccessfullycompletedtheir secondary
school educationin the territory of one Member shouldbe affordedall possible
facilities to entera university of their choice in the territory of other Members

1 In accordancewith article5, theConventioncameinto force on 20 April 1954, the dateof
deposit of the third instrumentof ratification, in respectof the following signatorieson behalf
of which the instrumentsof ratification were depositedon the datesindicated

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(with declaration*) 22 March 1954

Ireland 31 March 1954
Denmark 20 April 1954

The Convention cameinto force subsequentlyin respectof the following signatorieson the
dates indicated upon deposit of the instrument of ratification

Norway 21 May 1954
Iceland 5 August 1954
Saar 8 September1954
Luxemoourg 12 January 1955
Federal Republic of Germany (with declaration**) . . . 3 March 1955
France 11 March 1955
Belgium (with declaration***) 14 June 1955

DECLARATIONS

* The Governmentof the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland, having
consideredtheConventionaforesaid,herebyconfirm and ratify thesamein respectof theUnited
Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland, but not of the otherterritories for whoseinter-
nationalrelationsthey are responsible,and undertakefaithfully to performand carry out all the
stipulationstherein contained.

[TRANSLATIONJ

** The FederalGovernment declaresthat the European Conventionon the Equivalence
of Diplomas leading to Admissionto Universities appliesequally to the Land Berlin.

On this occasion,the FederalGovernmentrepeatsthereservationwhich it madeon signing
the Convention and which is to the effect that ratification in no way implies recognitionof the
presentstatus of the Saar.

~ In depositingthe instrumentsof ratification of His Majesty the King of the Belgians
relating to the EuropeanConventionon the Equivalenceof Diplomas leading to Admission to
Universities,signedin Paris on 11 December1953, I declarethat thesaid instrumentsof ratifica-
tion apply solely to the metropolitan territories, the territory of the Belgian Congo and the
Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundibeing explicitly excluded.
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Consideringthat such facilities, which are also desirablein the interestsof
freedomof movementfrom country to country,requirethe equivalenceof diplomas
leading to admissionto universities,

Have agreedas follows

Article 1

1. EachContracting Party shall recognisefor the purposeof admissionto
the universitiessituated in its territory, admissionto which is subject to State
control, the equivalenceof those diplomasawardedin the territory of eachother
Contracting Party which constitute a requisite qualification for admissionto
similar institutionsin the country in which thesediplomaswere awarded.

2. Admissionto anyuniversity shallbe subjectto the availability of places.

3. EachContractingParty reservesthe right not to apply the provisionsof
paragraphI to its own nationals.

4. Whereadmissionto universitiessituatedin the territory of a Contracting
Party is outsidethe control of the State,that Contracting Party shall transmit
the text of this Conventionto the universitiesconcernedand useits bestendeav-
oursto obtaintheacceptanceby the latter of the principlesstatedin thepreceding
paragraphs.

Article 2

EachContractingParty shall, within a year of the coming into force of this
Convention,providethe Secretary-Generalof the Councilof Europewith a written
statementof the measurestaken to implementthe previous Article.

Article 3

The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe shall communicateto the
otherContractingPartiesthe informationreceivedfrom eachof themin accordance
with Article 2 above andshall keepthe Committeeof Ministers informed of the
progressmadein the implementationof this Convention.

Article 4

For the purposeof this Convention
(a) the term “diploma” shallmeananydiploma, certificateor otherqualifica-

tion, in whateverform it may be awardedor recorded,which entitlesthe holder
or the personconcernedto apply for admissionto a university;

(b) the term “universities” shall mean

(i) universities
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(ii) institutionsregardedas being similar in characterto universitiesby the
Contracting Party in whose territory they are situated.

Article 5

1. This Conventionshallbe opento thesignatureof theMembersof theCoun-
cil of Europe. It shallbe ratified. The instrumentsof ratificationshallbe depos-
ited with the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe.

2. The Conventionshall come into force as soon as threeinstrumentsof
ratification havebeen deposited.i

3. As regards any signatory ratifying subsequently,the Conventionshall
comeinto force at the date of the depositof its instrumentof ratification.

4. The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe shall notify all the
Membersof the Council of Europeof the entry into force of the Convention,the
namesof the Contracting Parties which have ratified it, and the deposit of all
instrumentsof ratification which may be effectedsubsequently.

Article 6

The Committee of Ministersof the Council of Europemay invite any State
which is nota Memberof the Councilto accedeto this Convention. Any Stateso
invited may accedeby depositingits instrumentof accessionwith the Secretary-
Generalof the Council, who shallnotify all the Contracting Partiesthereof. As
regardsany accedingState,this Conventionshall comeinto force on the dateof
the depositof its instrumentof accession.

1 SeeCertificate of Correction of the French text (article 5, para. 2), p. 136 of this volume.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, being duly authorisedthereto,
have signed the present Convention.

DONE at Paris, this 11th day of
December,1953, in EnglishandFrench,
both texts being equally authoritative,
in a single copy which shall remain
depositedin the archivesof the Council
of Europe. TheSecretary-Generalshall
transmit certified copies to each of
the Signatories.

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Belgium

EN FOI DR QUOI, les soussignés,
düment autorisésa cet effet, ont signé
la présenteConvention.

FAIT a Paris, le 11 décembre1953,
en francais et en anglais, los deux
textesfaisant égalementfoi, en un seul
exemplaire qui sera déposé dans les
archives du Conseil de l’Europe. Le
Secrétaire Général en communiquera
des copies certifiées conformes a tous
les signataires.

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Belgique:

P. VAN ZEELAND

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Denmark

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Danemark

E. WAERUM

For the Government
of the French Republic

BIDAULT

Pour le Gouvernement
de la République francaise
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For the Governmentof the Pour le Gouvernement de la
FederalRepublic of Germany : République Fédérale d’Allemagne

ADENAUER

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Greece : du Royaumede Grèce

STEPHANOPOULOS

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Icelandic Republic : de la Republique islandaise

Kristinn GUDMUNDSSON

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of Ireland : d’Irlande

PrôinsiasMAC A0GAIN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Italian Republic : de la République italienne

Ludovico BENVENUTI
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For the Government of the Grand Pour le Gouvernementdu Grand-
Duchy of Luxembourg : Duché de Luxembourg

BECH

For the Governmentof the Pour le Gouvernement
Kingdom of the Netherlands: du Royaume des Pays-Bas

J. W. BEYEN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Norway : du Royaumede Norvége

Halyard LANGE

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Saar : de la Sarre

(in application of resolution (53) 30 of (par application de la resolution. (53)
the Committee of Ministers) 30 du Comité des Ministres)

P. VAN ZEELAND
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Sweden : du Royaumede Suede

Osten UNDEN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Turkish Republic : de la République turque

F. KöPRULU

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the United Kingdom of du Royaume-Uni de Grande-

Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Bretagne et d’Irlande du Nord

Anthony NUTTING
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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

FOR THE CORRECTION OF THE FRENCH TEXT OF ARTICLE 5, PARA-

GRAPH 2, OF THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON THE EQUIVALENCE

OF DIPLOMAS LEADING TO ADMISSION TO UNIVERSITIES, SIGNED

AT PARIS ON 11th DECEMBER 1953

HAVING REGARD to the decision of the MinistersAdvisers at their meetingheld at
Parison 15th, 17thand18th March, 1952 wherebyat leastthreeratifications are required
for the entry into force of the EuropeanConvention on the Equivalenceof Diplomas;

NOTING that the English text of Article 5, paragraph2, of the EuropeanConvention
on the Equivalenceof Diplomas leading to admission to Universities, signed at Paris
on 11th December,1953, lays down that the Convention shall enter into force upon
the depositof three instruments of ratification, whereasthe French text statesthat
only two instruments of ratification shall be necessary;

NOTING therefore that a technical error has occurred;

CONSIDERING that, at the EighteenthMeeting of the Ministers’ Deputies, held at
Strasbourgfrom 8th to 18th February, 1954, the Committee of Ministers signified the
consent of the Contracting Parties to the correction of the French text of the above-
mentionedprovision;

The Secretary-Generalhereby certifies as follows

In the Frenchtext of Article 5, paragraph2, of the EuropeanConventionon the
Equivalence of Diplomas leading to admission to Universities, signed at Paris on
11th December,1953, the word “deux” has beenreplacedby the word “trois”.

DONE at Strasbourg, on 18th February 1954.
Leon MARcHAL

Secretary-General
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