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No. 2955. EUROPEANCULTURAL CONVENTION.’ SIGNED
AT PARIS, ON 19 DECEMBER 1954

The Governmentssignatoryhereto,being Membersof the Council of Europe,

Consideringthat the aim of the Council of Europe is to achievea greater
unity betweenits Membersfor the purpose,among others,of safeguardingand
realising the ideals and principles which are their common heritage;

Consideringthat the achievementof this aim would be furtheredby a greater
understandingof one anotheramongthe peoplesof Europe;

Consideringthat for thesepurposesit is desirablenot only to concludebilateral
cultural conventionsbetweenMembersof the Council but also to pursuea policy
of common action designedto safeguardand encourage the developmentof
Europeanculture;

Having resolvedto concludea generalEuropeanCulturalConventiondesigned
to fosteramongthe nationalsof all Members,andof such other EuropeanStates
as may accedethereto,the study of the languages,historyand civilisation of the
othersand of the civilisation which is commonto them all,

Have agreedas follows:

Article 1

EachContractingParty shall takeappropriatemeasuresto safeguardand to
encouragethe developmentof its national contribution to the common cultural
heritage of Europe.

1 In accordancewith article 9, the Conventioncameinto force on 5 May 1955, the date
of depositof the third instrumentof ratification, in respectof the following signatorieson behalf
of which the instrumentsof ratification were depositedon the datesindicated

Ireland 11 March1955
France 19 March 1955
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland . 5 May 1955

With the following declaration

On depositingthis day on behalf of the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great
Britain andNorthernIrelandtheInstrumentof Ratificationof theEuropeanCulturalConvention,
which wassignedat Parison the 19th of December,1954, I amdirected by Mr. SecretaryMac-
millan to inform you, in accordancewith theprovisionsof Article 10 thereof, that thesaidRatifica-
tion is in respectof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland, but not of
the other territories for whoseinternational relations the Governmentof theUnited Kingdom
are responsible.~

The Conventioncame into force subsequentlyin respectof the following signatorieson the
dates indicated upon deposit of the instrumentsof ratification

Denmark 7 May 1955
Belgium 11 May 1955
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Article 2

EachContracting Party shall, insofar as may be possible,

(a) encouragethe study by its own nationalsof the languages,history and
civilisation of the other ContractingPartiesand grant facilities to those Parties
to promotesuchstudiesin its territory, and

(b) endeavourto promotethestudyof its languageor languages,history and
civilisation in the territory of the other Contracting Partiesand grant facilities
to the nationalsof those Partiesto pursuesuchstudiesin its territory.

Article 3

The ContractingPartiesshall consultwith one anotherwithin the framework
of the Council of Europewith a view to concertedaction in promoting cultural
activities of Europeaninterest.

Article 4

EachContractingParty shall, insofaras may be possible,facilitate the move-
ment and exchangeof personsas well as of objects of cultural value so that
Articles 2 and 3 may be implemented.

Article 5

EachContractingParty shall regard the objectsof Europeancultural value
placedunderits controlasintegralpartsof the commonculturalheritageof Europe,
shall take appropriatemeasuresto safeguardthem and shall ensurereasonable
accessthereto.

Article 6

1. Proposalsfor the applicationof the provisionsof the presentConvention
andquestionsrelatingto the interpretationthereofshall be consideredat meetings
of the Committeeof Cultural Expertsof the Council of Europe.

2. Any State not a memberof the Council of Europewhich has acceded
to the presentConvention in accordancewith the provisions of paragraph4 of
Article 9 may appoint a representativeor representativesto participatein the
meetingsprovided for in the preceding paragraph.

3. The conclusionsreachedat the meetingsprovidedfor in paragraph1 of
this Article shallbe submittedin the form of recommendationsto the Committee
of Ministersof the Council of Europe,unlessthey are decisionswhich are within
the competenceof the Committee of Cultural Experts as relating to mattersof
an administrativenaturewhich do not entail additional expenditure.
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4. The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europeshall communicateto
the Membersof the Council andto the Governmentof any Statewhich hasacceded
to the presentConventionany decisionsrelevanttheretowhich may be taken by
the Committee of Ministersor by the Committee of CulturalExperts.

5. EachContractingParty shallnotify the Secretary-Generalof the Council
of Europein duecourseof any actionwhichmay be takenby it for the application
of the provisions of the presentConventionconsequenton the decisionsof the
Committeeof Ministers or of the Committeeof CulturalExperts.

6. In the eventof certain proposalsfor the applicationof the presentCon-
vention being found to interestonly a limited numberof the ContractingParties,
such proposalsmay be further consideredin accordancewith the provisionsof
Article 7, providedthat their implementationentailsno expenditureby the Council
of Europe.

Article 7

If, in order to further the aims of the presentConvention,two or moreCon-
tracting Parties desireto arrangemeetingsat the seatof the Council of Europe
other thanthosespecifiedin paragraph1 of Article 6, the Secretary-Generalof the
Council shall afford them suchadministrativeassistanceas they may require.

Article 8

Nothing in the presentConventionshall be deemedto affect

(a) the provisionsof any existing bilateralcultural conventionto which any
of the ContractingPartiesmaybe signatoryor to renderless desirablethe conclu-
sion of anyfurther suchconventionby any of the ContractingParties,or

(b) the obligation of any personto comply with the laws and regulationsin
force in the territory of any ContractingParty concerningthe entry, residence
anddepartureof foreigners.

Article 9

1. The presentConventionshall be open to the signatureof the Members
of the Councilof Europe. It shall be ratified, andthe instrumentsof ratification
shall be depositedwith the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe.

2. As soonasthreesignatoryGovernmentshavedepositedtheir instruments
of ratification, the presentConventionshall enterinto force as betweenthose
Governments.

3. With respectto eachsignatoryGovernmentratifying subsequently,the
Conventionshallenterinto force on the dateof depositof its instrumentof rati-
fication.
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4. The Committeeof Ministers of the Council of Europemay decide, by a
unanimousvote,to invite, uponsuchtermsandconditionsas it deemsappropriate,
any EuropeanStatewhich is not a memberof the Council to accedeto thepresent
Convention. Any State so invited may accedeby depositing its instrumentof
accessionwith the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe. Such accession
shalltake effect on the dateof receiptof the said instrument.

5. The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europeshall notify all Members
of the Council andany accedingStatesof the depositof all instrumentsof ratifica-
tion and accession.

Article 10

Any ContractingParty may specifythe territories to which the provisions
of the presentConventionshallapply by addressingto the Secretary-Generalof
theCouncil of Europeadeclarationwhich shallbe communicatedby the latterto
all the other ContractingParties.

Article 11

1. Any Contracting Party may denouncethe presentConventionat any
time after it hasbeenin force for a periodof five yearsby meansof a notification
in writing addressedto the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe,who shall
inform the other Contracting Parties.

2. Such denunciationshall takeeffect for the ContractingParty concerned
six months after the dateon which it is receivedby the Secretary-Generalof the
Council of Europe.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, duly authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have
signed the present Convention.

DONE at Paris this 19th day of
December, 1954, in the English and
French languages, both texts being
equally authoritative, in a single copy
which shall remain deposited in the
archives of the Council of Europe.
The Secretary-Generalshall transmit
certified copiesto eachof the signatory
and acceding Governments.

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Belgium

EN FOl DE QUOl, les soussignés,dAment
autorisésa cet effet par leursGouverne-
mentsrespectifs,ont signé Ia présente
Convention.

FAIT a Paris, le 19 décembre1954,
en français et en anglais, les deux
textes faisant également foi, en un
seul exemplaire qui sera déposédans
les archives du Conseil de l’Europe.
Le SecrétaireGénéralen communiquera
copie certifiée conforme a chacun des
Gouvernementssignataireset adherents.

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Belgique:

P. H. SPAAK

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Denmark:

For the Government
of the French Republic

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Danemark

H. C. HANSEN

Pour le Gouvernement
de Ia République francaise

MENDES-FRANCE
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For the Governmentof the
FederalRepublic of Germany

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Greece

Pour le Gouvernement de Ia
République Fédérale d’Allemagne

BLUCHER

Pour le Gouvernement
du Royaumede Grèce

STEPHANOPOULOS

At the time of signing this Convention,
I declare that the Greek Government
interprets the phrase “insofar as may be
possible”, embodiedin Article 2 and 4
of the Convention,in the following sense:
“having regard to the laws of each
country and insofar as its internal
conditions permit”.

For the Government
of the Icelandic Republic

Au moment de la signature de la
présente Convention, je declare que le
Gouvernenienthelleniquedonneau mem-
bre de phrase dans la mesuredu pos-
sible a, figurant aux articles 2 et 4 de la
Convention, la signification suivante:
s comptetenu de Ia legislation de chaque
payset dansla mesureoi~le lui permettent
les conditions internes qui lui so-nt
propres s.

Pour le Gouvernement
de Ia Republique islandaise

Kristinn GUDMUNDSSON

For the Government
of Ireland

Pour le Gouverriement
d’Irlande

Liam COSGRAVE
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For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Italian Republic : de la Republique italienne

G. MARTINO

For the Government of the Grand Pour le Gouvernementdu Grand-
Duchy of Luxembourg : Duché de Luxembourg

Jos. BECH

For the Governmentof the Pour Ic Gouvernement
Kingdom of the Netherlands: du Royaumedes Pays-Bas

- J. W. BEYEN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Norway : du Royaumede Norvége

Halyard LANGE

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Saar : de Ia Sarre

(in applicationof Resolution(54) 18 of (par application de la Resolution. (54)
the Committee of Ministers) 18 du Comité des Ministres)

STEPHANOPOULOS
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of the Kingdom of Sweden : du Royaumede Suede

K. I. WESTMAN

For the Government Pour le Gouvernement
of the Turkish Republic : de la République turque

F. KOPRULU

For the Government Pour Ic Gouvernement
of theUnited Kingdom of GreatBritain du Royaume-Uni de Grande-

and Northern Ireland: Bretagne et d’Irlande du Nord

Anthony EDEN
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