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No. 2968. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN BELGIUM, FRANCE,
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, ISRAEL,
ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, THE NETHERLANDS, THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI-
CA CONSTITUTING AN INTERNATIONAL COMMIS-
SION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE.
SIGNED AT BONN, ON 6 JUNE 1955

The Governmentsof the Kingdom of Belgium, the FrenchRepublic, the
Federal Republicof Germany,the State of Israel, the Italian Republic, the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,the Kingdom of the Netherlands,the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United Statesof
America—

CONSIDERING that an International Tracing Service was establishedat
Arolsen for the purposeof tracing missing personsand collecting, classifying,
preservingandrenderingaccessibleto Governmentsand interestedindividuals
the documentsrelating to Germansand non-Germanswho were internedin
National-Socialistconcentrationor labor campsor to non-Germanswho were
displacedasa resultof theSecondWorld War;

CONSIDERING that the Allied High Commissionfor Germany assumed
responsibility for the operationsof this International TracingService,which
was previously exercisedby the United Nations’ Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration and the InternationalRefugeeOrganisation;

CONSIDERING that under Article 1 (d) of Chapter 7 of the Convention
on the Settlementof Matters Arising out of the War and the Occupation(as
amendedby ScheduleIV to the Protocolon the Terminationof the Occupation
Regime in the FederalRepublic of Germany,signed in Paris on 23 October
1954)the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyundertakesto assure
the continuanceof the operationspresentlycarried out by the International
TracingService;

NOTING that the Allied High Commissionhas ceasedto existandthat the
Governmentsof the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United
Statesof America, in accordancewith the Exchangeof Notes concerningthe
continuanceof the operationsof the InternationalTracing Service,haveagreed
that, in initial implementationof Article 1 (d)of Chapter7 of thesaidConvention,

Cameinto force on 5 May 1955, in accordancewith artic’e 10.
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theresponsibilityfor thedirectionandadministrationof theInternationalTracing
Service shall be transferred,for an initial period of five years from the entry
into force of the above-mentionedConvention,to the InternationalCommittee
of the Red Cross;

DESIRING to maintain the internationalcollaborationexisting in this field
to enable the cooperation of other interestedStates,the Western European
Union and other interestedorganisations,andto provide for the protectionof
the archivesanddocuments,—

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

(a) There is herebyestablishedan InternationalCommissionconsistingof
onerepresentativeof eachof the Governmentpartiesto the presentAgreement
and which shall be presidedover by one of theserepresentatives.The first
Chairmanof theInternationalCommissionis the Belgian member.

(b) The International Commissionmay by unanimousvote, invite repre-
sentatives,designatedby other interestedGovernments,to take part in all
discussionsof mattersof interestto thoseGovernments. TheSecretary-General
of WesternEuropeanUnion or his representative,and a representativeof the
InternationalCommitteeof the Red Crossmay, upon their request,be present
at the discussions;they shallreceivea copy of the minutesof all meetingsof the
InternationalCommission.

(c) TheInternationalCommissionshallbe convenedinitially by the Chair-
mannot laterthan sixty daysaftertheentryinto forceof thepresentAgreement.
Thereafter,it shallmeetas it may decide,providedalwaysthat its Chairmanshall
conveneit within thirty daysof a requestof two of its membersor of theSecre-
tary-Generalof WesternEuropeanUnion or of the International Committee
of the Red Cross.

(d) The InternationalCommissionshall takeits decisionsby a vote of a
simplemajority of its members,presentor represented,and voting, unlessthe
InternationalCommissiondecidesotherwiseor any otherprocedureis expressly
provided.

(e) TheInternationalCommissionshallestablishitsown rulesof procedure,
unlessotherwiselaid down.

Article 2

(a) The International Commission shall have the duty of ensuringco-
ordinationbetweenthe Governmentsrepresentedon theCommissionin matters
relatingto the InternationalTracingServiceandof providingdirectives,agreed
with the International Committeeof the Red Cross, for the operationsof the
InternationalTracing Service.
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(b) The directives referred to in paragraph(a) of this Article shall be
transmittedfor action to the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Cross.

(c) Details concerning the implementationof the directives agreed in
Paragraph(a) and the cooperationbetweenthe InternationalCommissionand
the International Committee of the Red Crossshall be regulatedby special
agreementsbetweenthe InternationalCommissionandthe International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

Article 3

The Governmentssignatory to this Agreement hereby authorise the
Chairmanof the InternationalCommission

(a) On their behalf to enterinto the Agreementsetout in AnnexA1 heretowith
the International Committeeof the Red Cross;

(b) When thereto empoweredby a unanimousvote of the membersof the
Commissionto enter into such further agreementsas may be necessary
in modification of the above-mentionedAgreement.

Article 4

The United Nations High Commissionerfor Refugeesshall be invited to
appointa permanentobserverto the InternationalCommissionto look after the
interestsof personswho fall within his mandate.

Article 5

Non-GovernmentalOrganisationshaving a well defined interest in the
operationsof the International Tracing Servicemay submit suggestionsto the
International Commissionand, under conditions to be determinedby the
Commission, be invited to take part in the deliberationsconcerning these
suggestions.

Article 6

Any of the Governmentsrepresentedon the International Commission
and the United Nations High Commissionerfor Refugeesshallhavethe right
to maintain,at their own expense,a permanentliaisonoffice at theInternational
Tracing Service.

Article 7

The Governmentsrepresentedon the InternationalCommissionshallgive
their assistance,within the frameworkof their legislation, to the International

I Seep. 96 of this volume.
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TracingServiceby the examination,copyingand,where this is not againstthe
interestsof the Governmentor Governmentsconcernedandwithout prejudice
to the rights to ownershipof suchdocuments,the transferto the International
TracingServiceof all documentsat present,or in future, held in State, public
or private archives in their countriesand which concernthose categoriesof
personsdescribedin the first paragraphof the preambleof this Agreement.

Article 8

(a) Other interestedGovernmentsmay participate as membersof the
International Commissionon the unanimous invitation of the Governments
signatory hereto;

(b) Membershipof the International Commissionshall becomeeffective
uponthe notification to the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyof
acceptanceof membershipandwillingness to participateby the invited Govern-
ment. The Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyshallnotify the
other Governmentsrepresentedon the International Commission of such
acceptanceandthe datethereof.

Article 9

A complete inventoryof the archives and documentsof the International
Tracing Service,signed by representativesof the Governmentsof the French
Republic, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United Statesof America on theone hand,andby a representativeof theInter-
national Committeeof the Red Cross on the other hand shall be deposited
with the original of this Agreement. Certified copiesof this inventory shall
betransmittedto theGovernmentsrepresentedon theInternationalCommission,
andto the Secretary-Generalof WesternEuropean Union; and an original
copyshall be transmittedto theSecretary-Generalof the United Nations.

Article 10

The presentAgreementshallenterinto force for a period of five years,on
the dateof entry into forceof the above-mentionedConventionon theSettlement
of Mattersarisingout of the Warandthe Occupation. At the latestfour years
after entry into force of the presentAgreementthe Governmentpartieshereto
shallconsultaboutthecontinuationor amendmentthereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Plenipotentiarieshavesignedthis Agreementand
affixed their sealsthereto.
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DONE at Bonnon the sixth of June1955 in English, FrenchandGerman,
all threetexts being equally authoritative, in a single copy, which shall be
depositedin the archivesof the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Ger-
many. The Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyshall transmit
onecertified copy to eachother signatory Governmentand to other Govern-
mentson their acceptanceof membershipon theInternationalCommissionand
alsoto theSecretary-Generalof theUnitedNationsfor registrationin accordance
with Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nations and to the Secretary-
Generalof the WesternEuropeanUnion.

No. 2963
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Für die RegierungdesKonigreichsBelgien:
For the Governmentof the Kingdom of Belgium:
Pour le Gouvernementdu Royaumede Belgique:

Baron DE GRUBEN

Für die Regierungder französischenRepublik:
For the Governmentof the FrenchRepublic:
Pourle Gouvernementdela Républiquefrançaise:

André FRANçOIS-PONcET

Für die RegierungderBundesrepublikDeutschland:
For the Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germany:
Pour le Gouvernementde la Républiquefédéraled’Allemagne:

ADENAUER

Für die RegierungdesStaatesIsrael
Forthe Governmentof the Stateof Israel:
Pourle Gouvernementde l’Etat d’Israel:

SHINNAR

Für die Regierungder italienischenRepublik
For the Governmentof the Italian Republic:
Pour le Gouvernementde la Republiqueitalienne:

U. GRAZZI

Für die RegierungdesGrossherzogtumsLuxemburg:
Forthe Governmentof the GrandDuchy of Luxembourg:
Pourle Gouvernementdu Grand-Duchéde Luxembourg:

PierreMAJERUS

Für die Regierungdes Konigreichsder Niederlande:
For the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands:
Pourle Gouvernementdu RoyaumedesPays-Bas:

LAMPING
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Für die RegierungdesVereinigtenKonigreichsvon GrossbritannienundNord-
irland:

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland:

Pourle Gouvernementdu Royaume-Unide Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlande du
Nord:

F. R. HOYER-MILLAR

Für die RegierungderVereinigten Staatenvon Amerika:
For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
Pourle GouvernementdesThats-Unisd’Amérique:

JamesB. CONANT

N~2968
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ANNEX A

AGREEMENT ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE AND
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

The Chairmanof theInternationalCommissionfor theInternationalTracingService,
being authorizedto act on behalfof the Governmentsof the Kingdomof Belgium, the
French Republic, the FederalRepublic of Germany, the State of Israel, the Italian
Republic, the GrandDuchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands,the
UnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandandtheUnitedStatesof America,
pursuantto Article 3 (a) of the Agreementconstitutingthe InternationalCommission
of the InternationalTracing Servicesigned at Bonn on the day of June sixth 1955,

of the onepart,
andtheInternationalCommitteeof the RedCross,

of the otherpart, —

CONSIDERING that the Governmentsof the FrenchRepublic,the FederalRepublic
of Germany,the UnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandand theUnited
Statesof America,as signatoriesto the Conventionon the Settlementof MattersArising
out of the War and the Occupation(as amendedby ScheduleIV to the Protocolon the
Terminationof the OccupationRegimein the FederalRepublic of Germanysignedat
Paris on 23 October, 1954), haveagreedthat the InternationalCommitteeof the Red
Cross,being a body with a neutral, impartial, universaland responsiblecharacter,shall
havechargeof the administrationand directionof the InternationalTracing Service;

CONSIDERINGthat the Governmentsof the Kingdomof Belgium, the Stateof Israel,
theItalian Republic,the GrandDuchyof Luxembourgand the Kingdomof theNether-
lands are interestedin the safe-keepingand impartial administrationof the archives
and documentsof the InternationalTracing Serviceand havewelcomedthe arrange-
mentswherebythe InternationalCommitteeof the Red Crossshall havechargeof the
administrationand direction of the InternationalTracing Service;

CONSIDERING that the Governmentsof the Kingdomof Belgium, the FrenchRepu-
blic, the FederalRepublic of Germany,the State of Israel, the Italian Republic, the
GrandDuchy of Luxembourg,the Kingdomof the Netherlands,the United Kingdom
of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland andthe UnitedStatesof America havesignedan
agreementconstituting an InternationalCommissionwhich shall have the duty of en-
suring co-ordinationbetweenthe Governmentsrepresentedon the Commission in
mattersrelating to theInternationalTracing Serviceandof providingdirectives,agreed
with theInternationalCommitteeof the RedCross,for theoperationsof theInternational
Tracing Service;

DESIRING that the future operationsof the InternationalTracing Serviceshall be
conductedin sucha way that the information containedin the archivesof theInterna-
tional TracingServiceshall,ashitherto,befreely availableto interestedpersons,organisa-
tions, andauthorities,for humanitarianpurposes,—

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

No. 2968
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Article 1

Subjectto theunanimousapprovalof themembersof theInternationalCommission
the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Crossshall appointa Swissnationalas Director
of the InternationalTracingServiceand, in consultationwith the InternationalCom-
mission,shall fix his termsof service. This Director who shall be paid by the Inter-
national Committeeof the Red Crossshall takeup his dutiesas soonas possibleafter
entry into forceof this Agreement.

Article 2

The Director shall be responsibleto theInternationalCommitteeof theRed Cross
for the direction and administrationof the InternationalTracingServiceand will act
underthe instructionsof the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Cross. Thesein-
structionsshall be consistentwith thetermsof the presentAgreementandthedirectives
agreedbetweenthe InternationalCommissionand the InternationalCommitteeof the
Red Cross.

Article 3

Eachmemberof the InternationalCommissionand any liaison officer appointed
by any of theGovernmentsrepresentedon theInternationalCommission,as well as the
representativeof theUnited NationsHigh Commissionerfor RefugeesandtheLiaison
Officerappointedby him, shallhavefreeaccessto all thearchivesanddocumentsreposing
with theInternationalTracingService. Thesepersonsshall co-ordinatetheir activities
with the Director.

Article 4

The InternationalTracing Serviceshall continueto provide from its archivesand
documents,without charge,throughappropriatechannels,all informationwhich canbe
of assistanceto, andis of directinterestto, a personor personsrequestingsuchinforma-
tion. Information will also be disclosed,without charge,to individual membersof the
InternationalCommission,to liaison officers appointedby the governmentsrepresented
ontheInternationalCommission,to theUnitedNationsHigh Commissionerfor Refugees
and,with the unanimousapprovalof the InternationalCommission,and the approval
of the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Cross,to any governmentalor non-govern-
mental organisationrequestinginformation.

Article 5

TheInternationalTracingService,the membersof the Commissionand the liaison
officers shall takeall reasonablestepsto avoid divulging information abouta personor
personswhich might prejudicethe interestsof the personor personsconcernedor of
their relatives.

Article 6

A completeoriginal inventory of the archivesand documentsof the International
TracingService,signedby representativesof the Governmentsof theFrenchRepublic,
the United Kingdomof GreatBritain and NorthernIreland, and the United Statesof
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Americaandalso by a representativeof the InternationalCommitteeof theRedCross,
shallberetainedby theInternationalCommitteeof theRedCrossfor solongasthepresent
Agreementis in force. The Director will ensurethat this inventory is kept up to date.

Article 7

The Director mayat any timerequestanymemberof the InternationalCommission
to approachhis Governmentto makeaccessibleto the InternationalTracingServicethe
originals or copiesof documentsof which theoriginalsor thecopiesarereposingor have
at any time reposedwith the InternationalTracing Serviceandwhich are held by or
on behalfof the said Government.

Article 8

Changesin the composition of the InternationalCommissionshall not prejudice
the termsof this Agreement.

Article 9

(a) The InternationalCommitteeof the Red Crossshall transmitquarterly reports
on theactivities of the InternationalTracingServiceto the InternationalCommission.

(b) After concurrencewith the InternationalCommissionthe InternationalCom-
mittee of theRedCrossshall transmitanannualbudgetestimateby September1 to the
Governmentof the FederalGerman Republic. The InternationalCommissionshall
receivefrom the InternationalCommitteeof the Red Crossa duplicateof the annual
accountof the various expensesandreceiptsfor the previousyearwhich shall be trans-
mittedto the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanyby June1.

Article 10

The presentAgreementshall enterinto force on the dateof entry into forceof the
above-mentionedConventionon the Settlementof MattersArising out of the War and
the Occupationfor a periodof five years. At the latestafter four yearsfrom the entry
into force of the presentAgreementthere shall be consultationabout thecontinuation
or amendmentthereof.
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