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No. 2973. DECLARATION’ OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND RE-
COGNIZING AS COMPULSORY THE JURISDICTION
OF THE INTERNATIO~AL~COURTOF JUSTICE, IN
CONFORMITY WITH ~RA~ P1r2,ARTJçLE3~OF
THE STATUTE OF T~ IT~1 TIONAL COURT
OF JUSTICE. NEW YORK, 31 OCTOBER 1955

UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

New York, October31, 1955

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour, by direction of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaryof
Statefor ForeignAffairs, to declareon behalfof the Governmentof theUnited
Kingdom of Great Britain andNorthern Ireland that they acceptascompulsory
ipso facto and without special convention, on condition of reciprocity, the
jurisdiction of theInternationalCourt of Justice,in conformitywith paragraph2
of Article 36 of theStatuteof the Court, until suchtime as noticemaybe given
to terminatethe acceptance,overall disputesarising after the 5thof February,
1930,with regardto situationsor factssubsequentto the samedate,otherthan:

(i) disputesin regardto which thePartiesto the disputehaveagreedor shall
agreeto have recourseto some other method of peaceful settlement;

(ii) disputeswith the Governmentof any othercountry which is a Member
of the British Commonwealthof Nations, all of which disputesshall be
settledin suchmanneras the Partieshaveagreedor shallagree;

(iii) disputeswith regardto questionswhichby internationallaw fall exclusively
within the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom;

(iv) disputesarising out of eventsoccurring betweenthe 3rd of September,
1939, and the 2nd of September,1945;

(v) without prejudice to the operationof subparagraph(iv) above, disputes
arisingout of, or having referenceto, any hostilities, war, stateof war, or
belligerentor military occupationin which the Governmentof the United
Kingdom are or havebeeninvolved;

1 Depositedwith the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations on 31 October 1955, The
Declarationof 2 June 1955 wasterminatedon 31 October1955. Seep. 383 of this volume.
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(vi) disputesrelating to any matter excludedfrom compulsoryadjudication
or arbitrationunderanytreaty,conventionor otherinternationalagreement
or instrumentto which the United Kingdom is a party; and

(vii)~disputesin respectof which arbitralor judicial proceedingsaretaking, or
havetaken,place,with anystatewhich, at the dateof the commencement
of the proceedings,hadnot itself acceptedthe compulsoryjurisdiction of
the InternationalCourt of Justice.

I havethe honourto be, with the highestconsideration,Your Excellency’s
obedientServant,

(Signed) PiersonDIxoN
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