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No. 2984. AGREEMENT1 FOR AN EXCHANGE OF POSTAL
PARCELS BETWEEN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA
AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL. SIGNED AT PRETORIA,
ON 31 DECEMBER 1954, AND AT JERUSALEM, ON 12
JANUARY 1955

The undersignedbeing duly authorisedhave agreed, on behalf of their
respectiveGovernments,to the exchangeof postal parcelsbetweenthe Union
of South Africa and the State of Israel, in accordancewith the following
provisions: —

Artcle I

There shall be a regular exchangeof postal parcels between the Union
of South Africa and the State of Israel. The exchangeshall be effected per
medium of the exchangeoffices of the two contractingcountries as may be
determinedby the respectivePostal Administrations.

Article II
LIMITS or SIZE AND WEIGHT

1. Parcelsmay not exceed3 feet 6 inches (1.07 metres) in length and
the sum of the lengthandof the greatestcircumferencemeasuredin a direction
other than that of the length shall not exceed6 feet (1.83 metres).

2. Parcelsmaynot exceed11 Englishpoundsavoirdupoidsor 5 Kilograms.

3. For the correctcomputationof the weight or measurementof a parcel,
the opinion of the Administration of origin ~hall be taken as final unless an
obvious error hasbeenmade.

4. The foregoinglimits of size andweight shall be subject to alteration
by mutual agreementbetweenthe two contractingAdministrations.

Article III
PROHIBITIONS

1. The contractingAdministrationsshall furnish to eachother a list of the
articlesthe importation of which into their countriesis prohibited.

2. Any parcel, the contentsof which are found to be contrary to the regu-
lations of the country of destination,accordingto the particularsfurnished on

Caine into force on 1 January1955, in accordancewith article XXVII.
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the list, shall without further formalities be returnedto the Administration of
origin. Exceptionally dangerous,explosiveor offensive articlesshall be disposed
of in accordancewith the internal regulationsof the country concernedand a
verification note will be raisedin eachsuch case againstthe office of exchange
anda copythereofforwardedto the Administrationof origin whenthatAdminis-
tration so requires.

3. The sameprocedureshall be adoptedby the Administration of destina-
tion in case of confiscation or destruction of the parcel by the competent
authorities of the country of destination in accordancewith their internal
legislation.

4. If a parcelbe found to containa letter sucha letter shall be surcharged
with double the letter rate of postageby surfaceor air mail route, as the case
may be,and the amountof surchargeshall accrueto the countryof destination.

Article IV

ADDRESSING OF PARCELS

1. Every parcel shall bearthe nameand addressof the personor company
for whom/which it is intendedandgiven with suchcompletenessas will enable
delivery to be effected.

2. Addressesin pencil shall not be allowed, providedthat parcels bearing
addresseswritten in copying pencil on a surfacepreviously damped shall be
accepted.

3. The addressesshall be written on the wrapper of the parcel itself or
when impracticable on a label so firmly affixed to it that it cannot become
detached.

4. The Administration of destinationshall in the absenceof an address
or when the addressappearsto be incorrect or incomplete,return the parcel
as undeliverablebut may requestthe Administration of origin to furnish the
completeand correct address.Such information will be supplied as early as
possiblepreferablyby air mail.

ArticleV
CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS

1. Every parcelshall be accompaniedby a despatchnote andone or more
customsdeclarationsduly completed.

2. The contractingAdministrationsshall inform eachotherof the number
of customsdeclarationsrequiredby them.
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Article VI

PARCEL BILLS

1. Parcels exchangedbetween the contracting Administrations shall be
enteredby the despatchingoffice of exchangeon parcel bills in the manner
agreedupon by the Administrations concerned.The parcel bills shall be for-
wardedwith the parcelsto the office of exchangeof the country of destination.

2. Theparcelbills despatchedby eachoffice of exchangeshall be numbered
consecutively,commencingwith No. 1 for the first despatchof eachcalendar
yearandthesenumbersshall be termedparcel bill numbers.

3. The entries on each parcel bill shall also be numberedconsecutively
commencingwith No. 1 for eachparcelbill, and thesenumbersshall be termed
entry numbers.

Article VII

PAYMENT FOR CONVEYANCE

1. The despatchingAdministration shalI~’bearthe cost of the conveyance
of the parcelsto the country of destination.

2. The routes by which the parcels shall be forwardedand the ports at
which the parcels shall be landed shall be determinedby mutual arrangement
betweenthe contractingAdministrations.

3. WhenoneAdministration uses for the conveyanceof its parcelsa vessel
which is undercontract to the other, payment for the serviceshall be made
in accordancewith the scalewhich the Administration contractingfor the sea
servicehasadoptedfor general application.

Article Viii

INTERMEDIARY SERVICES

1. The servicesof one Administration may at any time be utilized by the
other for the transmissionof parcels to any place or country with which the
former has aparcelpost service.

2. In the absenceof any arrangementto the contrary the parcelsshall be

forwardeda découvert.

3. The paymentfor intermediaryservicesshall be in accordancewith the
scalewhich the creditor Administration has adoptedfor generalapplicationto
transit parcels.
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Article IX
EXPRESS AND URGENT PARCELS

A service for expressdelivery and for urgentparcelsshallnot be available
for parcelsexchangedbetweenthe contractingAdministrations.Theintroduction
of such services,may, however,subsequentlybe effected by mutual consent.

ArticleX
WITHDRAWAL — ALTERATION OF ADDRESS

A servicefor withdrawal of a parcel from the post or alterationof address
shallnot be availableafter the parcelhasbeendespatchedfrom the country of
origin. It shall, however,be open to the two Administrationsat a later date to
arrangemutually for the provision of this service under conditionssatisfactory
to bothparties.

Article XI
ADVICE OF DELIVERY

No advice of delivery facilities will be availablefor parcelsdespatchedin
both directions. The introduction of such service may, however, subsequently
be introducedby mutual consent.

ArticleXII
NON-DELIVERY

1. Sendersmay requestthat in the eventof non-delivery—
(a) the parcelbereturnedto sender;

(b) the parcelbetreatedasabandoned;
(c) the parcelbe deliveredto anotheraddresseein the countryof destina-

tion.
Other requestsare not admitted. The requestmust be stated on the despatch

note (if one is used) as well as on the parcel.

2. Und.eliveredparcelsforwarded from one contractingAdministration to
the otherbearinginstructionsby the senderwhich arenot permitted, andunde-
livered parcels in respectof which there are no instructionsby the sender in
regardto disposal,shall without notification be returnedto the senderafter the
expirationof onecalendarmonth, reckonedfrom theday following that on which
the parcel wasavailable for delivery to the addressee.

3. Freshchargesin accordancewith the regulationsof the Administration
returning the parcels,which chargesshall be indicatedon the relative parcel
bill, and any chargesleviable in the country of origin in connectionwith the
returnof the parcelto the sendershallbe collectedfrom the senderandappor-
tioned amongthe Administrationstaking part in the returnof the parcel.
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ArticleXIII
CANCELLATION OF CUSTOMS AND OTHER NON-POSTAL CHARGES

1. The contractingAdministrationsundertaketo use their influence with
the competentauthorities of their respectivecountriesin order to obtain the
cancellationof customsandother non-postalchargeson parcelsreturned to the
country of origin, abandonedby the senders,destroyedor forwarded to a third
country.

2. Similar action is undertakenin respectof parcelslost, rifled or damaged
in their service.

ArticleXIV
ERRORS AND IRREGULARITIES

Everyerror,irregularity or discrepancybetweena parcelbill andthe parcels
enteredthereonwhich may be detectedupon the arrival of amail at the receiv-
ing office of exchangeor the non-receiptof a parcel bill in the mail shall be
recordedin averification notewhichshall be forwardedto the despatchingoffice
of exchange.The non-receiptof a verification note within a reasonableperiod
shallbe takenas an indication that the mail hasbeenreceivedin order.

ArticleXV
Mis SENT PARCELS

Missent parcels shall be forwarded to destinationby the normally used
route. Th~credits allowed in respectof the mis~entparcelsshallbe considered
as cancelledbut all the expensesinvolved in retransmittingthe missent parcels
to proper destinationshallbe borneby the Administration of origin.

ArticleXVI
REDIRECTION

Redirectionchargesfor postalparcelsredirectedin consequenceof a mis-
take by the senderor removalof the addresseefrom one country to another
shallbe borneby the addresseeor his representativeat the delivering Adminis-
tration. In caseof refusal by the addresseeor his representativeto bear these
chargesthe parcel shall be returnedto senderat his expense.

ArticleXVII
INSUREDPARCELS

The insured parcel service shall not be available for parcels exchanged
betweenthe two Administrationsnor to parcels from a third country received
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by one of the two Administrations for transmissionto the other. Nevertheless
it shall be open to the two Administrations at a later date to arrangefor the
provisionof this service.

ArticleXVIII
CASH-ON-DELIVERY PARCELS

The cash-on-deliveryservice shall not be available for parcels exchanged
betweenthe two Administrationsnor for parcelsfrom a third country received
by one of the two Administrationsfor transmissionto the other. Nevertheless
it shall be open to the two Administrations at a later date mutually to arrange
for the provision of this service.

Article XIX
RESPONSIBILITY

1. The contractingAdministrationsare not responsiblein principle for the
loss, spoliation or damageof parcels.They, however,will makeenquiry in cases
which are submittedto them in this connection.

2. The senderof aparcelshallbe responsiblefor ensuringthat it is securely
packed in such a manneras to protectthe contentsfrom damage.

ArticleXX
TERMINAL CREDITS

1. The Administration of origin shall pay terminal or transit chargeson
parcels despatchedto the other contracting Administration at rates fixed by
the latter.

2. The creditor Administration shall havethe power to alter the ratesby
giving advancednotice to the other Administration of one month at least.

ArticleXXI
DETERIORATION OF CONTENTS

Where the deteriorationor imminent corruption of the contentsof a parcel
is feared, they may be sold immediately without previous notice or judicial
formality for the benefitof the right party or they may be disposedof in such
other manneras provided for in the regulationsof the country concerned.

ArticleXXII
EMPTYBAGS

Except where special arrangementsexist for reciprocal use, empty bags
shall be rçturned to the administrationto which they belong by the earliest
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convenientmail. No territorial or maritime transit fees are payable in respect
of thesereturned emptiesand they must be returnedto the despatchingoffice
of origin or to any other office nominatedby the Administration.

ArticleXXIII
GOVERNMENT PARCELS

Governmentparcelsshall be subject in all respectsto the conditionsappli-
cable to ordinary parcels. However, every possibleeffort will be exercisedby
the two Administrations to provide for an expeditious treatment and early
delivery of parcelsaddressedto governmentdepartmentsandmembersof diplo-
matic corpsin their respectivecountries.

Article XXIV
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN ADMINISTRATIONS

1. In ordinary mattersrelatingto the preparation,transmissionor correc-
tion of parcelbills (which canbe dealtwith by meansof verification notes) the
offices of exchangeshall be the offices of correspondence.Principal matters and
questionsother than those of detail shall be settled in communicationbetween
the chief offices of the Administrationsconcerned.

2. A duplicateof each verification note shall be sent to the chief office of
the Administrationto which theoffice of origin belongswhenthat Administration
so requires.

ArticleXXV
ACCOUNTS AND SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS BALANCE

1. (a) Each Administration shall preparequarterly statementsshowing
details, and correspondingcredits, of parcel despatchesreceivedfrom the other
Administration.

(b) Separatestatementsshall be preparedby the receivingAdministration
for theparcel mails despatchedby eachoffice of exchange.

2. A summarystatementshowing the total credits due by the despatching
countryshall alsobepreparedby thereceivingAdministration andthis summary
togetherwith the detailedstatementsreferred to in paragraph1 shall be sent
from the creditor to the debtor Administrationas early as possibleand not later
than the end of the third month following the close of the accountingperiod.

3. The statementsshall conformto designsmutually agreedupon between
the two contractingAdministrations.
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4. Thestatements(detailedandsummary) shall be verified by the debtor
Administration and an acceptedcopy of eachreturnedto the creditor Adminis-
tration as soon as possible.

5. Immediately following notification of acceptance,eachAdministration
shallascertainwhetherit is a debtoror a creditor in respectof parcelsforwarded
in both directions.The debtor Administrationshall forthwith advisethe creditor
Administration of the net balanceand at the sametime arrangefor settlement
of such net balance.

Article XXVI
ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS TO THE AGREEMENT

EachcontractingAdministration reservesthe right to suggestfrom time to
time to the other, additions or alterations whcih will be incorporated in the
agreementupon mutual consent.

ArticleXXVII
ENTRY INTO FORCEOF THE AGREEMENT

This agreementshall comeinto operationon the first day of January,1955,
andshall remain in force until one year after the dateon which one party has
given noticeto the other party of its intention to terminateit.

EXECUTEDin duplicate and signedat Pretoriathis 31st day of December
1954.

L. C. BURKE

Postmaster-Generalof the Union of SouthAfrica

At Jerusalemthis 12thday of January1955.

A. RANAN

Director of PostalServicesof the Stateof Israel
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