
No. 2756

UINITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

and
FINLAND

Exchange of notes constituting an agreement regarding the
reciprocal abolition of visas. Helsinki, 16 November
1954

Official text: English.

Registered by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
on 11 February 1955.

ROYAUME-UNE DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE
ET D’IRLANDE DU NOIW

et
FINLANDE

Echangedenotesconstituantun accord relatif a Ia suppression
réciproque des visas. Helsinki, 16 novembre 1954

Texteofficiel anglais.

Enregistre par le Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d’Irlande du Norc2
le 11 fevrier 1955.



178 United Nations— Treaty Series 1955

No. 2756. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND
REGARDING THE RECIPROCAL ABOLITION OF VISAS.
HELSINKI, 16 NOVEMBER 1954

I

Her Majesty’sChargéd’A flaires at Helsinki to the Finnish Minister for
ForeignA ifairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

Helsinki, November16, 1954
Monsieurle Ministre,

I havethe honourto inform your Excellencythat, with a view to facilitating
travel betweenFinland andthe United Kingdom, Her Majesty’s Governmentin
the United Kingdom are preparedto concludewith the Finnish Governmentan
agreementin the following terms

(1) Finnish citizensholdingvalid Finnishpassportsshallbe free to travel from any
place whateverto the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland, the
ChannelIslandsandthe Isleof Man, for visits of up to threemonths’ duration, without
the necessityof obtainingavisa. For visits of over threemonths’ durationa visa will
still be required.

(2) British subjectsholding valid passportsbearingon the cover the inscription
“British Passport”at the top, and at thebottom the inscription “United Kingdom of
GreatBritain and Northern Ireland” or “Jersey” or “Guernseyand its Dependencies”
and, inside,thedescriptionof the holder’snationalstatusas“British subject,”or “British
subject; citizenof the United KingdomandColonies,”or “British subject;citizen of the
United Kingdom, IslandsandColonies” shall be free to travel from any placewhatever
to Finland for visits of up to threemonths’ duration,without the necessityof obtaining
a visa. For visits of over threemonths’ durationa visa will still be required.

1 Cameinto force on 16 December1954,in accordancewith the provisionsof thesaid notes.
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(3) Thewaiverof thevisarequirementdoesnot exemptFinnish citizensandBritish
subjectscoming respectivelyto the United Kingdom or the ChannelIslandsor the Isle
of Man andto Finland from the necessityof complyingwith the British and Finnish
laws and regulationsconcerningthe entry, residence(temporary or permanent)and
employmentor occupationof foreigners. Travellers who are unable to satisfy the
competentauthoritiesthat they comply with theselaws andregulationsareliable to be
refusedleave to enteror to land.

(4) The competentauthoritiesof eachcountry reservethe right to refuseleave to
enteror stay in the country in any casewherethe personconcernedis undesirableor
otherwise ineligible under the generalpolicy of the respectiveGovernmentsrelating
to the entry of aliens.

(5) The waiver of thevisa requirementshall not exemptFinnish citizenstravelling
to British Colonies, overseasterritories, protectoratesor territories under mandateor
trusteeship,orBritish subjectsnot in possessionof passportsasdefinedin sub-paragraph
(2) abovetravelling to Finlandfrom theseterritoriesor from anyother place, from the
need of obtaining a visa.

(6) Either Governmentmay suspendthe agreementtemporarily for reasonsof
public order, andthesuspensionshall benotified immediately to theother Government
through the diplomatic channel.

(7) Either Governmentmay denouncetheagreementsubject to onemonth’s notice.

(8) The presentagreementwill enter into force on the 16th of December, 1954.

2. If the FinnishGovernmentarepreparedto accepttheforegoingprovisions,
I have the honour to suggestthat the presentNote andyour Excellency’sreply
in similar termsshould be consideredas placing on recordthe agreementbetween
the two Governments.

I have, &c.
J. 0. MAY

II

The Finnish Minister for ForeignA ifairs to Her Majesty’sChargéd’A f/aires
at Helsinki

Sir, Helsinki, November16, 1954

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note of to-day’s date,
reading as follows :—

[Seenote I]

In reply thereto, I have the honour to inform you that the Governmentof
Finland are in agreementwith the foregoing proposals,and that your Note and
the present reply shall be regarded as constituting an Agreementbetweenour
two Governments.

Accept, &c. JohannesVIROLAINEN
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