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No. 3024. CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND CANADA FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE HALIBUT FISHERY OF THE NORTHERN
PACIFIC OCEAN AND BERING SEA. SIGNED AT OT-
TAWA, ON 2 MARCH 1953

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Government
of Canada,desiring to provide more effectively for the preservationof the
halibut fishery of the NorthernPacific Oceanand Bering Sea, have resolved
to concludea Conventionreplacingthe Conventionsignedat Ottawa, January
29, 19372 andhavenamedas their plenipotentiaries:

The Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America:
THE HONOURABLE DON C. BLISS, Chargéd’Affaires ad interim.
THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM C. HERRINGTON, Special Assistant for

Fisheriesand Wildlife to the Under-Secretaryof State.

The Governmentof Canada:

THE HONOURABLE JAMES SINCLAIR, Minister of Fisheries.
THE HONOURABLE HUGUES LAPOINTE, Minister of VeteransAffairs.

who, after having communicatedto each other their respectivefull powers,
found in good and due form, haveagreedupon the following articles:

Article I

1. The nationals and inhabitants and fishing vesselsand boats of the
United Statesof America and of Canada,respectively,are herebyprohibited
from fishing for halibut (Hippoglossus)in Conventionwatersas hereindefined,
exceptas provided by the InternationalPacific Halibut Commissionin regula-
tions designedto develop the stocks of halibut in the Conventionwaters to
those levels which will permit the maximum sustainedyield and to maintain
the stocks at those levels pursuantto Article III of this Convention.

‘Came into force on 28 October1953,by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification at
Washington,in accordancewith article V.

2 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CLXXXI, p. 209.
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2. “ Conventionwaters” meansthe territorial waters and the high seas
of the westerncoastsof the United Statesof Americaandof Canada,including
the southernas well as the westerncoastsof Alaska.

3. It is understoodthat nothingcontainedin this Conventionshallprohibit
the nationalsor inhabitantsor the fishing vesselsor boatsof the United States
of Americaor of Canadafrom fishing in theConventionwatersfor otherspecies
of fish during any seasonwhen fishing for halibut in the Conventionwaters
is prohibited by this Conventionor any regulationsadoptedpursuantto this
Convention. It is furtherunderstoodthat nothingcontainedin this Convention
shall prohibit the InternationalPacific Halibut Commissionfrom conducting
or authorizingfishing operationsfor investigationpurposesat any time.

Article II

1. Every national or inhabitant, vessel or boat of the United Statesof
Americaor of Canadaengagedin fishing on the high seasin violation of this
Conventionor of any regulation adoptedpursuantthereto may be seizedby
duly authorizedofficers of either ContractingPartyanddetainedby the officers
making such seizureand delivered as soon as practicableto an authorized
official of the country to which such person, vessel or boat belongs, at the
nearestpoint to the placeof seizureor elsewhereas may be agreedupon. The
authoritiesof the country to which suchperson, vesselor boat belongsalone
shallhavejurisdictionto conductprosecutionsfor theviolation of the provisions
of this Convention or any regulationswhich may be adoptedin pursuance
thereofandto imposepenaltiesfor suchviolation, andthe witnessesand proof
necessaryfor such prosecutions,so far as any witnessesor proofs are under
thecontrol of the otherContractingParty, shallbe furnishedwith all reasonable
promptitudeto the authoritieshavingjurisdiction to conducttheprosecutions.

2. EachContractingParty shall be responsiblefor the proper observance
of this Conventionandof any regulationsadoptedundertheprovisionsthereof
in the portion of its waters coveredthereby.

Article III

1. The ContractingPartiesagreeto continueunder this Conventionthe
Commissionknown as the International FisheriesCommissionestablishedby
the Conventionfor thepreservationof thehalibut fishery,signedatWashington,
March 2, 1923,’ continuedby the Conventionsignedat Ottawa,May 9, l930~
andfurther continuedby the Convention,signedat Ottawa,January29, 1937,

‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. XXXII, p. 93.
~Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CXXI, p. 45.
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except that after the dateof entryinto force of this Conventionit shall consist
of six members,threeappointedby eachContractingParty,andshallbe known
as theInternationalPacificHalibut Commission. This Commissionshallmake
such investigationsas are necessaryinto the life history of the halibut in the
Conventionwatersandshallpublish a report of its activities andinvestigations
from time to time. EachContractingParty shall havepowerto fill, andshall
fill from time to time, vacancieswhich may occur in its representationon the
Commission. EachContractingParty shall pay the salariesand expensesof
its own members. Joint expensesincurred by the Commissionshall be paid
by the two ContractingPartiesin equalmoieties. All decisionsof the Com-
missionshallbemadeby a concurringvoteof at leasttwo of the Commissioners
of eachContractingParty.

2. The Contracting Partiesagreethat for the purposeof developingthe
stocks of halibut of the NorthernPacific Oceanand Bering Seato levelswhich
will permit the maximumsustainedyield from that fishery andfor maintaining
the stocks at thoselevels, the InternationalPacific Halibut Commission,with
theapprovalof thePresidentof theUnitedStatesof Americaandof theGovernor
General in Council of Canada,may, after investigationhas indicated such
action to be necessary,in respectof the nationalsand inhabitantsand fishing
vesselsandboatsof the UnitedStatesof Americaandof Canada,and in respect
of halibut:

(a) divide the Conventionwatersinto areas;

(b) establishone or more openor closedseasons,as to eacharea;

(c) limit the size of the fish and the quantity of the catch to be taken from
eachareawithin any seasonduring which fishing is allowed;

(d) during both openand closedseasons,permit, limit, regulate or prohibit,
the incidental catch of halibut that may be taken, retained,possessed,or
landed from eachareaor portion of an area, by vesselsfishing for other
speciesof fish;

(e) prohibit departureof vesselsfrom any port or place,or from any receiving
vessel or station, to any areafor halibut fishing, after any datewhen in
thejudgment of the InternationalPacific Halibut Commissionthe vessels
which have departedfor that areaprior to that date or which are known
to be fishing in that areashall suffice to catch the limit which shall have
beenset for that areaunder section(c) of this paragraph;

(f) fix the size and characterof halibut fishing appliancesto be used in any
area;
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(g) makesuch regulationsfor the licencing and departureof vesselsand for
the collection of statisticsof the catch of halibut as it shall find necessary
to determinethe condition and trend of the halibut fishery and to carry
out the other provisions of this Convention;

(/i) close to all taking of halibut such portion or portionsof an area or areas
as the InternationalPacific Halibut Commissionfinds to be populatedby
small, immaturehalibut and designatesasnurserygrounds.

Article IV

The ContractingParties agreeto enact and enforce such legislation as
may be necessaryto makeeffective the provisions of this Conventionand any
regulationadoptedthereunder,with appropriatepenaltiesfor violationsthereof.

Article V

1. This Convention shall be ratified and the instrumentsof ratification
exchangedat Washingtonas soonas possible.

2. This Conventionshallenterinto forceon the dateof exchangeof ratifi-
cationsand shall remain in force for a periodof five years andthereafteruntil
two years from the date on which either ContractingParty shall have given
notice to the otherof its desireto terminateit.

3. This Conventionshall, from the date of the exchangeof ratifications,
replaceandterminatethe Conventionfor thepreservationof the halibut fishery
signed at Ottawa, January29, 1937.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective plenipotentiarieshave signed and
sealedthis Convention.

DONE at Ottawain duplicate, in the English language,this Secondday
of March 1953.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
Don C. BLISS

William C. HERRINGTON
[SEAL]

For the Governmentof Canada:
JamesSINCLAIR
HuguesLAPOINTE

[SEAL]
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