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No. 3029. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA RELATING
TO JURISDICTION OVER OFFENSES BY UNITED
STATES FORCES IN KOREA. TAEJON, 12 JULY 1950

I

TheAmericanEmbassyto the Korean Ministry ofForeign Affairs

AMERICAN EMBASSY

TAEJON, KOREA

July 12, 1950

The AmericanEmbassypresentsits complimentsto theMinistry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republicof Koreaandhasthe honorto statethat in the absence
of aformal agreementdefining andsettingforth the respectiverights,dutiesand
jurisdictional limitations of the military forcesof the United States(excepting
the United StatesMilitary Advisory Group to Korea,which is coveredby the
agreementsignedin Seoul on January26, 1950)2 and the Governmentof the
Republicof Korea, it is proposedthat exclusivejurisdiction over membersof
the United StatesMilitary Establishmentin Koreawill be exercisedby courts-
martial of the UnitedStates.

It is further proposedthat arrestsof Korean nationalswill be made by
United Statesforces only in the event Korean nationalsare detectedin the
commissionof offensesagainstthe UnitedStatesforcesor its members. In the
eventthat arrestsof Korean nationalsare madeunder the circumstancesset
forth above,suchpersonswill bedeliveredto the civil authoritiesof the Republic
of Koreaas speedilyas practicable.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Governmentof the Republicof
Koreawill understandthat in view of prevailing conditions,such as the infil-
trationsof north Koreansinto theterritory of the Republic,UnitedStatesforces
cannotbe submitted,or instructedto submit, to the custodyof anybut United

1 Cameinto force on 12 July 1950 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
2 UnitedNations, Treaty Series,Vol. 178, p. 97.
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Statesforces. Unlessrequired,owing to thenonexistenceof local courts,courts
of the United Statesforceswill not try nationalsof the Republic of Korea.

The American Embassywould be grateful if the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs would confirm, in behalfof the Governmentof the Republicof Korea,
the above-statedrequirementsregardingthe statusof the military forcesof the
UnitedStateswithin Korea.

E.F.D.
The Ministry of ForeignAffairs
Republicof Korea
Taejon

II

The Korean Ministry ofForeign Affairs to the AmericanEmbassy

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Taejon,July L2,1950

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Koreapresentsits
complimentsto the American Embassyand acknowledgesthe receiptof the
Embassy’snoteof July 12, 1950, at Traejon.

The Ministry hasthe honor to inform the American Embassythat the
Governmentof the Republicof Koreais glad to acceptthe propositionsas set
forth in theEmbassy’snoteof July 12, 1950,that:

(1) The United Statescourts-martialmay exerciseexclusive jurisdiction
over themembersof the UnitedStatesMilitary Establishmentin Korea;

(2) In the eventthatarrestof Koreannationalsby the UnitedStatesforces
are madenecessarywhen the former are known to havecommitted offenses
againstthe UnitedStatesforcesor its members,suchpersonwill be delivered
to the civil authoritiesof the Republicof Koreaas speedilyas practicable;and

(3) The Ministry of ForeignAffairs understandsthat in view of prevailing
conditionsof warfare, the UnitedStatesforces cannotbe submittedto anybut
United Statesforces; and that courts of the United Statesforces will not try
nationalsof theRepublicof Korea,unlessrequestedowingto the nonexistence
of local courts.

(Signed) (illegible)
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