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No. 3058. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT
FOR THE PURPOSESOF DETERMINING THE PRIVI-
LEGES, IMMUNITIES AND FACILITIES TO BE GRANTED
IN EGYPT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO THE ORGANI-
ZATION, TO THE REPRESENTATIVESOF ITS MEMBERS
AND TO ITS EXPERTS AND OFFICIALS. SIGNED AT
CAIRO, ON 25 MARCH 1951

THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT on the one part,

and

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION on the other,

DESIRING to conclude an agreement for the purposeof determiningthe privi-
leges, immunities and facilities to be granted by the GOVERNMENTOF EGYPT to the

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, to the representativesof its Members and to its

expertsandofficials in particular with regardto its arrangementsin the EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN REGION, andof regulatingotherrelatedmatters;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article I

DEFINITIONS

Section1. In the present Agreement

(i) The word “Organization”shallmeanthe World HealthOrganization;
(ii) For thepurposesof Article IV the words“propertyandassets”,“funds, notes,

coins and securities“ or “assets,incomeandotherproperty”, shallbe deemed
to include property,assetsandfunds administeredby the Organizationunder
Article 57 of its Constitution2 and/or in furtheranceof its constitutional
functions.

(iii) The words “representativesand Members” shall be deemedto include all
delegatesto the World Health Assembly,all personsdesignatedby Members
to serveon theExecutiveBoardof the Organization,all representativeson the

Having been approvedby the Fourth World Health Assembly in May 1951 and ratified
by theGovernmentof Egypt on 8 August 1951, the Agreementcameinto force’ on 8 August 1951
in accordancewith article XII, section35.

a United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 14, p. 185 Vol. 15, p. 447 Vol. 16, p. 364 ; Vol. 18,
p. 385; Vol. 23, p. 312; Vol. 24, p. 320; Vol. 26, p. 413 ; Vol. 27 p. 402; Vol. 29, p. 412;
Vol. 31, p. 480; Vol. 44, p. 339; Vol. 45, p. 326; Vol. 53, p. 418; \
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Regional Committees in the EasternMediterraneanRegion, as well as all
delegates,alternates,advisers,technicalexpertswho are membersof dele-
gationsand secretariesof delegations;

(iv) The word “Member” shall be deemedto include a Member or an Associate
Memberof the Organizationaswell asaterritory or groupof territorieswhich,
without being an AssociateMember, is representedand participatingin the
RegionalCommitteeof the EasternMediterraneanRegionof theOrganization,
in accordancewith Article 47 of its constitution;

(v) The words “principal or subsidiaryorgans” shall be deemedto include the
World HealthAssembly,the ExecutiveBoard,the RegionalCommitteein the
EasternMediterraneanRegionandany of the subdivisionsof all theseorgans
as well as the Secretariatandthe RegionalOffice in Alexandria;

(vi) For the purposesof Sections4, 6, 16 and 17 the words“freedomof meeting”
or “meetingof the Organization” shallhe deemedto include all institutional
meetingsof the principalor subsidiaryorgansof the Organizationaswell as all
conferencesor meetingsconvenedby, or under the authority or auspicesof,
the Organizationin Egypt.

Article II

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

Section 2. The Organization shall possess juridical personality and legal
capacityand,in particular,capacity

(a) to contract;

(b) to acquire and disposeof immovable and movable property; and

(c) to institutelegal proceedings.

Article III

FREEDOM OF ACTION

Section 3. The Organization and its principal or subsidiary organs shall
havein Egypttheindependenceandfreedomof actionbelongingto aninternational
organizationaccordingto internationalpractice.

Section 4. The Organization,its principal or subsidiaryorgansas well as its
Membersand the representativesof Membersin their relationswith the Organi-
zation, shall enjoy in Egypt absolutefreedomof meeting,including freedom of
discussionanddecision.
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Article IV

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

Section5. The Organization and its property and assetslocated in Egypt
shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal processexcept in so far as in any
particular casethis immunity is expresslywaivedby the Director-Generalof the
Organization,or the Regional Director as his duly authorizedrepresentative.
It is, however,understoodthat no waiver of immunity shallextendto any measure
of execution.

Section 6. (1) The premisesof the Organization in Egypt or any premises
in Egypt occupiedby the Organizationin connexionwith a meetingof the Organi-
zationshallbeinviolable.

(2) Such premisesandthe propertyand assetsof the Organizationin Egypt
shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation,expropriation; and any
other form of interference,whetherby executive,administrative,judicial or legis-
lative action.

Section 7. The archives of the Organization,and in general all documents
belongingto it or heldby it in Egyptshallbeinviolable.

Section8. (1) The World Health Organizationmay receive and hold funds,
notes,coins andsecuritiesof any kind andmay disposeof them freely bothwithin
Egypt and in its relationswith other countries.

(2) This section shall also apply to Membersof the Organizationin their
relations with the Organization.

Section9. The Governmentof Egypt shall provide for the Organization,at
the most favourablerateofficially recognized,its nationalcurrencyto the amount
required to meet the expenditureof the Organizationin Egypt or other parts of
the EasternMediterraneanRegion.

Section 10. In exercising its rights underSections8 and 9, the Organization
shall pay due regardto any representationsmadeby the Governmentof Egypt
in so far as the Organizationconsidersthat effect canbe givento suchrepresenta-
tions without detriment to its interests.

Section 11. The Organization,its assets,incomeandother propertyshallbe:

(a) exempt from all direct and indirect taxes. It is understood,however,
that the Organizationwill not claim exemptionfrom taxeswhich are, in fact, no
morethan chargesfor public utility services

(b) exempt from customs duties, prohibitions and restrictions on imports
andexportsin respectof medicalsupplies,or any othergoodsor articlesimported
or exportedby the Organizationfor its official use. It is understood,however,that
such medical supplies,goods, or articlesimported undersuch exemptionwill not

No,3058
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be sold or cededin Egypt except underconditionsagreedwith the Government
of Egypt;

(c) exempt from customsduties,prohibitionsandrestrictionson importsand
exportsin respectof their publications.

Section 12. While the Organizationwill not, asa generalrule, in the caseof
minor purchases,claim exemptionfrom exciseduties and from taxeson the sale
of movable and immovable property which form part of the price to be paid,
nevertheless,when the Organizationis making important purchasesfor official use
of property on which suchdutiesand taxeshavebeenchargedor are chargeable,
the Governmentof Egyptshallmakeappropriateadministrativearrangementsfor
the remissionor returnof the amountof dutyor tax.

Article V

FACILITIES IN RESPECTOF COMMUNICATIONS

Section 13. The Organizationshall enjoy in Egypt for its official communi-
cationstreatmentnot less favourablethan that accordedby the Governmentof
Egypt to any otherGovernmentincluding its diplomaticmission,in the matterof
priorities, rates and taxes on mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms,telephotos,
telephoneandother communicationsandPressratesfor information to the Press
and radio.

Section 14. (1) No censorshipshall be applied to the duly authenticated
official communicationsof the Organization.

(2) The Organizationshall havethe right to use codesand to despatchand
receivecorrespondenceby courier or in sealedbags, which shall havethe same
immunitiesandprivilegesas diplomaticcouriersandbags.

Article VI

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS

Section 15. Representativesof Membersof the Organizationon its principal
or subsidiaryorgansandat conferencesor meetingsconvenedby the Organization
and who are not of Egyptian nationality, shall, while exercising their functions
and during their journeysto and from the placeof meeting, enjoy the following
privileges and immunities

(a) Immunity from Personalarrest or detention and from seizure of I heir
personalbaggage,and,in respectof wordsspokenor written andall actsdoneby
themin their official capacity,immunityfrom legalprocessof everykind;
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(b) Inviolability for all papersanddocuments;
(c) The right to usecodesand despatchor receivepapersor correspondence

by courier or in sealedbags;

(d) Exemptionin respectof themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration
restrictions,aliensregistrationor nationalserviceobligationsin Egyptianterritory

(e) The samefacilities in respectof currencyor exchangerestrictionsas are
accordedto representativesof foreign Governmentson temporaryofficial missions;

(f) The sameimmunitiesandfacilities in respectof their personalbaggageas
are accordedto membersof diplomaticmissionsof comparablerank

(g) Suchother privileges, immunitiesandfacilities not inconsistentwith the
foregoingasmembersof diplomaticmissionsof comparablerank enjoy,exceptthat
theyshall haveno right to claim exemptionfromcustomsdutieson articlesimported
(otherwisethan as part of their personalbaggage)or from indirect taxesor sales
taxes.

Section 16. In orderto securefor therepresentativesof Membersof the Organi-
zationat a meetingof the Organizationcompletefreedomof speechand indepen-
dencein the dischargeof their duties, the immunity from legal processin respect
of words spokenor written and all acts done by them in dischargingtheir duties
shallcontinueto be accorded,notwithstandingthat the personsconcernedare no
longerengagedin the dischargeof suchduties.

Section 17. If the incidenceof any form of taxation dependsupon residence
in Egypt, periodsduringwhich therepresentativesof Membersof the Organization
are presentat a meetingof the Organization in Egypt for the dischargeof their
dutiesshallnot be consideredas periodsof residence.

Section 18. Privileges and immunities are accordedto the representativesof
Membersof the Organizationnot for the personalbenefitof the individuals them-
selves,but in order to safeguardthe independentexerciseof their functionsin con-
nexionwith theOrganization. Consequently,a Membernot only hasthe right, but
is undera duty to waive the immunity of its representativesin any casewhere,in
the opinionof the Member,theimmunity would impedethe courseof justice,andit
canbewaivedwithout prejudiceto thepurposefor which theimmunityis accorded.
In any suchcasein which oneof the personsdesignatedto serveon it is concerned,
the ExecutiveBoardof the Organizationshall be underthe sameduty.

Section .19. The Organization will as far as possiblecommunicatein advance
to theGovernmentof Egypt a list of the representativesinvited to its conferences
or meetings.
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Article VII

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION

Section20. Experts and consultantsother than thosewho under Section I
(hi) or as officials comewithin the scopeof Article VI or VIII respectivelyand,who
performmissionsfor the Organizationshallbeaccordedsuchprivilegesandimmuni-
ties asare necessaryfor theindependentexerciseof their functionsduringthe period
of their missions,including the time spenton journeysin connexionwith their
missions. In particular,they shall be accorded:

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their
personalbaggageandin respectof wordsspokenor written andactsdoneby them
in the courseof the performanceof their mission,immunity from legal processof
every kind. This immunity from legal processshall continue to be accorded
notwithstanding that the personsconcernedareno longer employedon missions
for the Organization;

(b) Inviolability for all papersand documents;

(c) For the purpose of their communicationswith the Organization, the
right to use codesandto despatchor receivepapersor correspondenceby courier
or in sealedbags;

(d) Exemptionin respectof themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration
restrictions, aliens’ registrationor national service obligations in Egypt

(e) The samefacilities in respectof currency or exchangerestrictionsas are
accordedto representativesof foreign governmentson temporaryofficial missions;

(f) The same immunities and facilities in respectof their personalbaggage
asare accordedto membersof diplomatic missions.

Section21. Privileges andimmunities aregrantedto expertsin the interests
of the Organizationandnot for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves.
The Director-Generalshall havethe right andthe duty to waive the immunity
of any expert in any casewhere,in his opinion, the immunity would impedethe
course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interestsof the
Organization.

Article VIII

OFFICIALS

Section22. The Director-Generalor the RegionalDirector ashis duly author-
ized representative,shall from time to time communicateto the Government
of Egypt the categoriesandthe namesof thoseofficials to whom the provisionsof
this Article and Article IX shall apply.
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Section 23. (1) Officials of the Organizationirrespectiveof nationality shall

(a) beimmunefrom legalprocessin respectof wordsspokenor written and
all acts performedby them in their official capacity

(b) be exempt from taxationin respectof the salariesand emoluments
paid to them by the Organization.

(2) Moreover thosewho arenot of Egyptian nationalityshall:

(a) be immune, togetherwith their spousesand relatives dependent
on them, from immigration restrictionsand aliens’ registration

(b) be accorded the sameprivileges in respect of exchangefacilities
asare accordedto officials of comparablerankof diplomaticmissionsto Egypt

(c) begiven, togetherwith their spousesandrelativesdependenton them
the samerepatriationfacilities in time of internationalcrisesas officials of
comparablerank of diplomaticmissions;

(d) havethe right to import free of duty their furnitureandeffectsat the
time of taking up their post in Egypt or upon their permanentappointment
to it;

(e) onceeverythreeyearshavethe right to import freeof duty a motor-
car, it being understoodthat the duty will becomepayable in the eventof
the saleor disposalof suchmotor-carto a personnot entitledto this exemption
within three years upon its importation.

Section24. (1) The officials of the Organizationshall be exemptfrom national
serviceobligationsin Egyptprovidedthat,in relationto officials who areEgyptian
nationals, such exemptionshall be confined to officials whose names have, by
reasonof their duties, been placedupon a list compiled by the Director-General
or the Regional Director as his duly authorizedrepresentativeand approvedby
the Governmentof Egypt.

(2) Shouldotherofficials of the Organizationbe calledup for nationalservice,
the Governmentof Egypt shall, at the requestof the Director-Generalor the
RegionalDirector as his duly authorizedrepresentative,grant as far as possible
suchdefermentsin the call-up of suchofficials asmaybe necessaryto avoidserious
dislocation in the continuation of essentialwork.

Section 25. In additionto the immunitiesandprivilegesspecifiedin section22,
the Director-General,the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-
General,the RegionalDirector in EgyptandhisDeputyshall be accordedin respect
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of themselves,their spousesand minor children, the privileges and immunities,
exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys in accordancewith
internationallaw andusage,

Section 26. Privilegesand immunitiesaregrantedto officials in the interests
of the Organizationandnot for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves.
The Director-Generalshallhavethe right andthe duty to waive the immunity of
any official in any casewhere, in his opinion, the immunity would impedethe
course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the
Organization.

Article IX

VISAS, PERMITS OF RESIDENCE, UNITED NATIONS

LAISSEZ-PASSER AND OTHER FAcII.ITIES

Section 27. (1) The Governmentof Egypt shall take all measuresrequired
to facilitate the entry into, residencein, and departurefrom Egypt of all persons
having official businesswith the Organization,i.e.

(a) representativesof Members,whatevermay be the relationsbetween
EgyptandtheMemberconcerned;

(b) expertsandconsultantson missionsfor the Organizationirrespective
of nationality

(c) officials of the Organization;

(d) otherpersons,irrespectiveof nationality, summonedby theOrganiza-
tion.

(2) Any police regulationcalculatedto restrict the entry of aliensinto Egypt
or to regulatethe conditionsof their residenceshall not apply to the personspro-
videdfor in this section.

(3) The Governmentof Egypt shall issue to the embassies,legations and
consulatesabroadgeneralinstructions in advanceto grant visas to any applicant
on productionof a valid passportor anyequivalent identity andtravel document

and of a documentestablishinghis official relationshipto the Organizationwithout
any delayor waiting period andwithout requiringhis personalattendanceor the
paymentof any charges.

(4) The provisionsof this Sectionshallapply to the spouseanddependentsof
the personconcernedif they jive with him and do not exercisean independent
professionor calling.

Section 28. The Governmentof Egypt shall recognizeand accept as valid
travel documentsthe United Nations Laissez-passerissued to the officials of the
Organizationunderadministrativearrangementsconcludedbetweenthe Director-
Generalof the Organizationand the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.
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Sec/ion29. TheDirector-General,the DeputyDirector-General,the Assistant
Directors-General,the Regional Director of the Organizationin Egypt, and the
Directors of time Organizationtravelling on its official businessshall be grantedthe
samefacilities as areaccordedto diplomaticenvoys.

Section 30. (1) The Organizationwill be supplied, in the premisesplaced at
its disposal,with electricity, water and gas,andwith service for the removalof
refuse. In a caseof force majeureentailing partial or total suspensionof these
services,therequirementsof the Organizationwill beconsideredby theGovernment
of Egypt to be of the sameimportanceas thoseof its own administrations.

(2) The Governmentof Egypt will ensurethe necessarypolice supervision
for the protectionof theseatof the Organizationandfor the maintenanceof order
in the immediatevicinity thereof. At the requestof the Director-General,the
Governmentof Egyptwill supplysuchpolice forceas maybe necessaryto maintain
order within thebuilding.

• Article X

SECURITY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT

Section 31. (1) Nothing in the presentagreementshall affect the right of the
EgyptianGovernmentto takethe precautionsnecessaryfor the securityof Egypt.

(2) If the Egyptian Governmentconsidersit necessaryto apply the first
paragraphof this article, it shall approachthe World Health Organizationas
rapidly as circumstancesallow in order to determineby mutual agreementthe
measuresnecessaryto protect the interestsof the World Health Organization.

(3) The World Health Organization shall collaborate with the Egyptian
authorities to avoid any prejudice to the security of Egypt resulting from its
activity.

Article XI

co-oPERATIoN AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section32. The Organizationshallco-operateat all timeswith theappropriate
authorities of the Governmentof Egypt to facilitate the proper administration
of Justice,securethe observanceof police regulationsand preventthe occurrence
of any abusein connexionwith the privileges,immunities and facilities provided
for underthe presentAgreement.

Section 33. The Organizationshall makeprovision for appropriatemodesof
settlementof

(a) disputesarisingoutof contractsor otherdisputesof a privatelaw character
to which the Organizationis a party;
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(b) disputesinvolving any official of the Organizationwho, by reasonof his
official position,enjoysimmunity, if immunityhasnotbeenwaivedby theDirector-
Generalin accordancewith the provisionsof Section 26.

Section 34. Any difference between the Organization and the Egyptian
Governmentarisingout of the interpretationor applicationof the presentAgree-
ment or of any supplementaryarrangementor agreementwhich is not settledby
negotiation shallbe submitted for decisionto a Board of three arbitrators; the
first to be appointedby the Egyptian Government,the secondby the Director-
Generalof the Organization,andthethird, thepresidingarbitrator,by thePresident
of the InternationalCourt of Justice,unlessin any specific casethe partieshereto
agreeto resortto a differentmodeof settlement.

ArUde XII

FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 35. The presentAgreementshall enter into force as soonas it has
beenratified by the Governmentof Egypt in accordancewith its constitutional
procedureand adoptedby the World Health Assembly.

Sec/ion 36. On the coming-into-forceof the presentAgreement it will be
communicatedfor registration to the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations
by the Director-Generalof the Organization,in pursuanceof Article 1 of the
Regulations,to give effect to Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nations
adoptedby the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations on 14 December1946.

Section 37. The presentAgreementmay be revisedat the requestof either
party. In this event the two parties shall consult each other concerningthe
modifications to be madein its provisions, lithe negotiationsdo not result in
an understandingwithin one year, the presentAgreementmay be denouncedby
either party giving two years’ notice.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the presentAgreementwasdone and signedat Cairo on
the 25th dayof March, 1951, in six copies,three in Frenchandthreein English,
the texts, in both languagesbeing equallyauthentic,of which two texts,one copy
in Frenchandonein English,werehandedto therepresentativesof the Government
of Egypt, and the four remaining copiesto the Director-Generalof the World
Health Organization.

For the World Health Organization

(Signed) A.T. CHOUCHA PACHA

For the Governmentof Egypt
(Signed) MOHAMED SALAH EL-DINE
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

Letter from the Egyj5tian Governmentto the World Health
Organization,dated 25 March 1951

Sir,

With respectto the conclusionbetweenthe Egyptian Governmentand the
World HealthOrganizationof the Agreementconcerningthe privileges,immunities
andfacilities to be accordedto the Organizationin Egypt, I have the honour to
submit the following

1. The Organization may, under Section8, hold gold and, through normal
channels,receive and transfer it to and from Egypt. It shall not, however,
transferfrom Egypt, more gold than it has brought in.

2. With referenceto Article 8, the Organizationand the Governmentshall
determineby mutual agreementthe categoriesof officials and the natureand
extent of facilities, privileges and immunities to be accorded,to each category.

3. With referenceto Section25, the Organizationwill not claim on behalf of
officials assignedto the staff of the Regional Office in Egypt, who are Egyptian
Nationals, irrespective of grade, immunity from the criminal jurisdiction of the
EgyptianCourtsin respectof wordsspokenor written andactsperformedby them
in so far as thesewordsor actsarenot spokenor written or performedby them in
their official capacity.

4. In claimingthe benefitof Section27 (2) of the Agreement,the Organization
will notclaim on behalfof the personsmentionedin Section27 (1) exemptionfrom
Policeregulationsin so far as suchregulationsare madeby virtue of the Interna-
tional Sanitary Conventionsor by virtue of similar conventions,agreementsor
regulationsadoptedby the World Health Organization.

(Signed) MOHAMED SALAH EL-DINE

II

Letter from the World Health Organizationto the
Egyptian Government,dated 25 March 1951

Sir,

With respectto the conclusion betweenthe Egyptian Governmentand the
World HealthOrganizationof the Agreementconcerningthe privileges,immunities
and facilities to be accordedto the Organizationin Egypt, and in answerto your
letter of 25th March, 1951, I have the honour to communicatethe following

1. I agree that...

LSee paragraphs1 to 4 of letter I]
(Signed) A. T. CH0UcHA PACHA
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