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No. 2783. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA RELATING TO LEASED DE-
FENSE AREAS IN GOOSE BAY, NEWFOUNDLAND.
OTTAWA, 5 DECEMBER 1952

I

The CanadianActing Secretaryof Statefor External Affairs to the
AmericanAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

CANADA
No. D 277

Ottawa,December5, 1952
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to discussionswhich haverecently taken place
betweenrepresentativesof our Governmentson the PermanentJoint Board on
Defenceconcerninga proposedleaseto the United Statesof America of certain
lands (hereinafterreferredto as LeasedAreas), situatedwithin Royal Canadian
Air ForceStation GooseBay (hereinafterreferredto asGooseBay) in theprovince
of Newfoundland,for military purposes,and to inform you that in view of the
commondefenceinterestsof Canadaandthe United Statesof Americathe Govern-
ment of Canadais preparedto grant such a leasesubject to the terms set forth
in this note.

2. The LeasedAreasshallcomprisethoselands agreedupon by the Govern-
mentsof Canadaandthe United Statesof Americaon the dateof the coming into
force of this leaseagreementand such additional lands as may thereafter,in a
mannerto be determinedin eachcaseby the Governmentof Canada,be made
available to the United Statesof America upon its request.

3. The term of the leaseshall expire twenty years after the date of the
coming into force of this leaseagreement,andshall be without charge.

4. The UnitedStatesof America (hereinaftercalledthe Lessee)mayby notice

in writing to the Governmentof Canada(hereinaftercalled the Lessor) not less

Cameinto force on 5 December1952 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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than six monthsprior to the expirationof the term of the lease,requestan exten-
sion of the term. If such requestis made,the Lessorundertakesto considerit
in the light of the common defenceinterestsof Canadaandthe United Statesof
America. When consultingtogetheron a requestfor extension,the partieswill
considerwhat modificationsif anyin the provisionsof the leasewould be neces-
sary or desirablein the light of experience.

5. The Lessee,without prejudice to the sovereigntyof Canada,shallhave
quiet enjoymentof the LeasedAreas,subjectat all timesto right of free access
by the Commanding Officer, Royal CanadianAir Force Station Goose Bay,
or such officer as may be designatedby him, to any part of the LeasedAreas.

6. The Lesseeshall have the right of free accessto and egressfrom the
LeasedAreas,subjectto the right of the Lessorto prescribethe routesto be used,
andshall havewithin the LeasedAreas,subject to the terms of this note, such
rights asarenecessaryto supportthe operationof United Statesmilitary aircraft
at GooseBay, including, the right

a) To station personnelwithin the LeasedAreas,to issueordersfor their control
and command,and to undertakesuch internal securitymeasuresas may be
deemednecessaryby the Lessee

b) To construct,install, improve and maintain in the LeasedAreas, personnel
housing, hangars,warehouses,shops, hard stands, parking aprons, storage
and distribution facilities for aviation gasolineand other petroleumsupplies,
and any other type of building, structureor improvementdeemednecessary
by the Lessee,PROVIDED that all new major constructionin the LeasedAreas
shall have the prior approvalof the CommandingOfficer, Royal Canadian
Air ForceStation GooseBay; and

c) Subjectto the approvalof the CommandingOfficer, Royal CanadianAir Force
StationGooseBay, to construct,install and operatein the LeasedAreascom-
munication facilities arid navigation aids (including meteorologicalsystems),
radio and radar apparatusandelectronicdevices;PROVIDED that the Lessee
shall not thereby cause interferencewith any other similar installation or
operationat GooseBay, and FURTHER PROVIDED that the Governmentof
Canadareservesthe right to allocatefrequenciesandto control powerandtype
of emission.

7. All buildings, structuresand improvementspermanentlyaffixed to the
realty by the Lesseeat GooseBay shall remainthe propertyof the Lesseefor the
durationof this lease. Any suchbuildings,structures,andimprovementssituated
at GooseBay upon the termination of this leaseshall thereuponbecomethepro-
perty of the Lessorwithout compensationto the Lessee. The ownershipof all
otherproperty, including removableimprovements,equipment,material,supplies
and goods,broughtinto Canadaby the Lesseein connectionwith its operations

No. 2783
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at GooseBay shall remainin the Lesseeduring andafter the terminationof this
lease,andthe Lesseeshall havethe unrestrictedright of removing or disposing
of all such property, PROVIDED that removal or dispositiontakesplace within
a reasonabletime.

8. The Lesseemay not assignor sublet, or part with the possessionof the
whole or any part of the LeasedAreas.

9. United Statesmilitary personneloutsidethe LeasedAreas, in relation
to the performanceof their military duties,shall continueto be underthe control
andcommandof United Statesauthoritiesbut in all otherrespectsso far as may
be appropriateshall be subject to regulationsand ordersapplicableto Canadian
military personnel. The United StatesAir ForceCommandingOfficer at Goose
Bay shall be responsiblefor the observanceof Royal CanadianAir ForceStation
StandingOrdersby all United Statesmilitary personnelat GooseBay outsidethe
Leased Areas.

10. The Lesseemay, jointly with the Lessor, have

a) The right to use the airfield at GooseBay for the operationof United States
military aircraft, subjectto air traffic control by the RoyalCanadianAir Force
andprior notification of all expectedarrivals to the RoyalCanadianAir Force
at GooseBay;

b) Free and uninterrupteduse of roadwaysat GooseBay outside the Leased
Areas, subject to any limitations that may be imposedby the Commanding
Officer, Royal CanadianAir ForceStation GooseBay, in the interestsof the
efficient operation of the station

c) The use,for the transportationof petroleumproducts,of all pipes, pipelines,
pumpsandvalvesinstalledat GooseBay by theLessorandforming apart of the
interconnectedpipeline system

d) The use of dockagefacilities installedat GooseBay; and
e) The useof such otherareasandfacilities at GooseBay as may be agreedupon

from time to time,

PROVIDED that the Lessee shall make compensation for any damage or
injury sufferedby othersin consequenceof the negligenceof the membersof its
armedforces,employeesor agentsin connectionwith anything done or omitted
underparagraph10.

Ii. The Lesseemay be authorized,in suchmanneras the Lessordetermines,
to usesuchrights of wayat GooseBay,outsidethe LeasedAreas,asmay hereafter
be agreedupon, andmay construct,maintainandoperatethereon,such commun-
ication andtransportationfacilities as may be requiredfor the supportof United
Statesmilitary aircraft at GooseBay.

No. 2783
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12. The Lesseewill notberequiredto payanytax or fee in respectof registra-
tion or licencing of motor vehicles for use within GooseBay.

13. The Lesseeshall observe,both within and without the LeasedAreas,
acceptedsafetystandardsat GooseBay for the protectionof life and property.

14. The Lesseeshallnot install, maintain or operateat GooseBay, whether
within or without the LeasedAreas, any lights or other aids to navigation of
aircraft without the approvalof the CommandingOfficer, Royal CanadianAir
Force Station Goose Bay.

15. The Lesseeshallnot at anytime causethe watersof the Hamilton River
to be pollutedby disposalof sewageor otherwise.

16. The Lesseewill use Canadianlabourandmaterialsas far aspracticable
in the constructionandmaintenanceof facilities at GooseBay.

17. In order to avoid doubt, I am instructedto statethat my Government
intendsthat the laws of Canadashall continueto apply throughoutGooseBay,
including the LeasedAreas.

18. If the foregoingis acceptableto your Government,this note and your
reply shall be regardedas constitutinga leaseagreementin force from the date
of your reply.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

Brooke CLAXTON

Acting Secretaryof Statefor ExternalAffairs

His Excellencythe Hon. StanleyWoodward
Ambassadorof the United Statesof America
Ottawa

II

The AmericanAmbassadorto the CanadianActing Secretaryof Stale
for ExternalAffairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

UNITED STATES EMBASSY
No. 96

Ottawa,December5, 1952
Excellency:

I havethe honorto refer to Your Excellency’snoteNo. D-277 of December5,
1952 statingthat in view of thecommondefenseinterestsof Canadaandthe United
States,theGovernmentof Canadais preparedto grant to the United Statesa lease

No .2783
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of certainlands situatedwithin the RoyalCanadianAir ForceStation GooseBay
in the Province of Newfoundland.

Thetermssetforthin your noteare acceptableto theUnited Statesof America.
Accordingly, my Governmentconcurs in your proposalthat your note and this
reply shall from the date of this note constitutea leaseagreementbetweenour
two Governmentson this subject.

Accept,Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my mostdistinguishedconsider-
ation.

Stanley WOODWARD
His ExcellencyBrooke Claxton
Acting Secretaryof State for ExternalAffairs
Ottawa
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