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No. 2787. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA
RELATING TO A UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSION
TO NICARAGUA. SIGNED AT MANAGUA, ON 19 NOVEM-
BER 1953

In conformitywith therequestof the Governmentof the Republicof Nicaragua
to the Governmentof the United Statesof America, the Presidentof the United
Statesof Americahasauthorizedthe appointmentof officers andnoncommissioned
officers to constitutea United StatesArmy Mission, hereinafterreferred to as
Mission, to the Republic of Nicaraguaunderthe conditionsspecifiedbelow:

TITLE I

PURPOSE AND DURATION

Article 1

The purposeof this Mission is to cooperatewith the Ministry of War, Navy
andAviation of the Republicof Nicaraguaandofficials of theNicaraguanNational
Guard,andto enhancethe efficiency of the NicaraguanNationalGuardin matters
of training, organisationand administration. The membersof the Mission are,
in the exerciseof their functions,obliged to usethe Spanishlanguage.

Article 2

This Agreementshall enterinto effect on the date of signing thereof by the
accreditedrepresentativesof the Governmentof the United Statesof America
and the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua.

Article 3

This Agreementmay be terminatedin the following manner:

(a) By either of the Governments,subject to three months’ written notice
to the other Government;

(b) By recall of the entire personnelof the Mission by the Governmentof
the United Statesof Americaor at the requestof theGovernmentof the Republic
of Nicaragua,in the public interest of either country, without necessityof com-
pliance with provision (a) of this article,

1 Cameinto force on 19 November1953, as from the dateof signature,in accordancewith
article 2.
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Article 4

This Agreement is subject to cancellationupon the initiative of either the
Governmentof the United Statesof America or the Governmentof the Republic
of Nicaraguain case either country becomesinvolved in foreign or domestic
hostilities.

TITLE II

COMPOSITION AND PERSONNEL

Article 5

This Mission shall consistof a Chief of Mission and such other personnelof
the United StatesArmy as may be agreedupon by the Departmentof the Army
of the United Statesof America and by the Ministry of War, Navy andAviation
of the Republic of Nicaragua. The individuals to be assignedto the Mission
shall be those agreedupon by the Ministry of War, Navy and Aviation of the
Republic of Nicaraguaor its authorizedrepresentativeandby the Department
of the Army of the United Statesof America or its authorizedrepresentative.

Article 6

Any memberof the Mission may be recalledat any time by the Government
of theUnited Statesof Americaprovideda replacementwith equivalentqualifica-
tions is furnishedunlessit is mutually agreedbetweenthe Departmentof the
Army of theUnited Statesof Americaandthe Ministry of War, Navy andAviation
of the Republic of Nicaraguathat no replacementis required.

TITLE III

DUTIES, RANK AND PRECEDENCE

Article 7

The personnelof the Mission shallperform suchdutiesas may be agreedupon
betweenthe Minister of War, Navy and Aviation of the Republic of Nicaragua
andthe Chief of Mission, except they shall not have commandfunctions.

Article 8

Ixi carrying out their duties, the membersof the Mission shallbe responsible
to the Minister of War, NavyandAviation of the Republic of Nicaraguaand this
responsibilityshallbe enforcedthroughthe Chief of Mission.

Article 9

Eachmemberof the Mission shall serveon the Mission in the rank he holds
in the United StatesArmy, andshallwear theuniform and insigniaof the United
StatesArmy, but shall haveprecedenceover all Nicaraguanofficers of the same
rank, except the Commanderof the NicaraguanNational Guard.
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Article 10

Eachmemberof the Mission shall be entitled to all benefits and privileges
which the laws and regulationsof the NicaraguanNational Guard provide for
Nicaraguanofficers andnoncommissionedofficers of correspondingrank.

TITLE IV

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Article 11

Membersof the Mission and their dependents,while stationedin Nicaragua,
shall have the right to import, export, possessand use currency of the United
Statesof Americaandto possessandusethecurrencyof theRepublicof Nicaragua.

Article 12

Mission membersshall be immunefrom the civil jurisdiction of Nicaraguan
courts for acts or omissions arisingout of the performanceof their official duties.
Claims of residentsof the Republicof Nicaraguaarisingout of actsor omissionsof
membersof the Mission shallbe submittedto the Chief of Mission for appropriate
disposition. Settlementsof suchclaims by the Governmentof the United States
of America shall operateas a completereleaseto both the Governmentof the
United Statesof America and the Mission memberconcernedfrom liability for
damagesarising out of such acts or omissions. Determinationas to whetheran
act or omissionaroseoutof the performanceof official dutiesshallbe madeby the
Chief of Mission.

Article 13

The personnelof the Mission and the membersof their families shall be
governedby the disciplinary regulationsof the United StatesArmy.

Article 14

Mission members,whetherthey be accreditedor nonaccredited, or on tem-
porary duty, shall not be subject to any tax or assessmentsnow or hereafterin
effect, of the Governmentof the Republicof Nicaraguaor of any of its political or
administrativesubdivisions.

TITLE V

COMPENSATION AND PERQUISITES

Article 15

Themembersof the Mission shallreceivefrom the Governmentof the Republic
of Nicaraguasuchnet annualcompensation,expressedin United Statescurrency,
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as may be establishedby agreementbetween the Governmentof the United
Statesof America and the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaraguafor each
memberof the Mission.

This compensationshall be paid in twelve (12) equalmonthly installments,
payablewithin the first five daysof the monthfollowing the day it is due. Pay-
ments may be madein Nicaraguannational currency and when so made shall
be computedat the rate of exchangein Managuamost favorable to the Mission
memberon the date on which due.

The compensationprovidedherein,andany which the membersof the Mission
may receivefrom the Governmentof the United Statesof America, shallnot be
subject to anytax, now or hereafterin effect, of the Governmentof the Republic
of Nicaraguaor of any of its political or administrativesubdivisions. Should
there,however,at presentor while this Agreementis in effect, be any taxesthat
might affect this compensation,such taxes shall be borne by the Government
of the Republic of Nicaraguain order to comply with the provisionof this Article
that the compensationshallbe net.

Article 16

The compensationagreedupon as indicated in the preceding Article shall
commenceupon the dateof departurefrom the United Statesof America of each
memberof the Mission arid, exceptas otherwiseexpresslyprovidedin this Agree-
ment, shall continue,following the termination of duty with the Mission, for the
return trip to the United Statesof America. Compensationshall be paid for
unusedaccruedleaveat time of terminationof duty andprior to departurefrom
Nicaragua.

Article 17

The compensationdue for the period of the return trip shall be paid to a
detachedmemberof the Mission beforehis departurefrom the Republicof Nicara-
guaandsuchpaymentshallbecomputedfor travelby theshortestusuallytravelled
route, regardlessof the route and method of travel usedby the memberof the
Mission.

Article 18

Eachmemberof the Mission andhis family shall be furnishedby the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Nicaraguawith first classaccommodationsfor travel, via
theshortestusuallytravelledroute, requiredandperformedunderthis Agreement,
betweenthe port of embarkationin the United Statesof America andhis official
residencein Nicaragua,bothfor the outwardandfor thereturntrip. The Govern-
ment of the Republicof Nicaraguashallalsopayall expensesof shipmentof house-
hold goods, baggageandautomobileof eachmemberof the Mission betweenthe
port of embarkationin the United Statesof America and his official residence
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in Nicaraguaas well as all expensesincidental to the transportationof suchhouse-
hold goods,baggageand automobile from Nicaraguato the port of entry in the
United Statesof America. Transportationof suchhouseholdgoods,baggageand
automobileshallbe effectedin one shipment,andall subsequentshipmentsshall
be at the expenseof the respectivememberof the Mission, except as otherwise
provided in this Agreementor when such shipmentsare necessitatedby circum-
stancesbeyondhiscontrol. Paymentof expensesfor thetransportationof families,
householdgoodsandautomobilesin the caseof personnelwho mayjoin the Mission
for temporaryduty at the requestof the Minister of War, Navy andAviation of
the Republic of Nicaragua shall be determinedby negotiations between the
Department of the Army of the United Statesof America, or its authorized
representative,andthe Ministry of War, Navy and Aviation of the Republicof
Nicaraguaor its authorizedrepresentative,at suchtime as the detail of personnel
for such temporary duty may be agreedupon.

Article 19

Shouldtheservicesof anymemberof theMission beterminatedby theGovern-
ment of theUnitedStatesof Americafor anyr~a,sonwhatsoeverprior to completion
of two yearsof serviceas a memberof the Mission, the cost of thereturn to the
United Statesof Americaof suchmember,his family, baggage,householdgoodsand
automobileshall not be borneby the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua,
nor shall the expensesconnectedwith transportingthe replacingmemberto his
stationin Nicaragua,exceptthe cost of shipmentof his automobile,be borneby
the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua.

Article 20

The personaland householdgoods, baggageand automobilesof members
of the Mission,as well as articlesimportedby the membersof the missionfor their
personaluse andfor theuse of membersof their families or for official useof the
Mission,shallbe exemptfrom import taxes,customduties,inspectionsandrestric-
tions of any kind by the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaraguaandallowed
free entryandegressuponrequestof theChiefof Missioxi. Thisprovisionis applic-
able to all personnelof the Mission whetherthey be accreditedor non-accredited
members,or on temporaryduty. The rights and privilegesaccordedunderthis
Article shallin generalbe the sameas thoseaccordeddiplomaticpersonnelof the
United StatesEmbassyin Nicaragua.

Article 21

Compensationfor transportationand travel expensesincurred during travel
performedon official businessof the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua
shall be provided by the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua.
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Article 22

The Ministry of War, Navy andAviation of the Republic of Nicaraguashall
providethe Chief of Mission with a suitableautomobile,with chauffeur,for use
on official business. Suitablemotor transportation,with chauffeur,shall, on call
of the Chief of Mission, be madeavailable by the Governmentof the Republic
of Nicaraguafor useby the membersof the Missionfor the conductof the official
businessof the Mission.

Article 23

The Ministry of War, NavyandAviation of the Republic of Nicaraguashall
providesuitableoffice spaceandfacilities for theuseof themembersof the Mission.

Article 24

If anymemberof the Mission,or any of his family, shoulddie in the Republic
of Nicaragua,theGovernmentof the Republicof Nicaraguashall bearthe cost of
transportingthe body to such placein the United Statesof America as the sur-
viving membersof the family may decide,but the cost to the Governementof the
Republicof Nicaraguashallnot exceedthe cost of transportingthe remainsfrom
the placeof deceaseto New York City. United Statesmilitary authoritiesshall
removeanddisposeof theremainsin accordancewith theregulationsof the Depart-
ment of the Army of the United Statesof America. Should the deceasedbe a
memberof the Mission, his serviceswith the Governmentof the Republic of
Nicaraguashall be consideredto haveterminatedfifteen (15) daysafter his death.
Return transportationto New York City for the family of the deceasedmember
and for their baggage,householdgoodsandautomobileshallbe provided as pres-
cribed in Article 18. All compensationdue the deceasedmember, including
salary for fifteen (15) days subsequentto his death, and reimbursementfor ex-
pensesandtransportationduethe deceasedmemberfor travelperformedof official
businessof the Governmentof the Republicof Nicaragua,but excluding compen-
sationfor accruedleave and not taken by the deceased,shall be paid direct to
suchpersonas maybe authorizedor prescribedby United StatesMilitary Law for
appropriatedisposition. All compensationduethe deceasedunderthe provisions
of this Article shall be paid withixi fifteen (15) days of the deceaseof the said
member.

TITLE VI

REQUISITES AND CONDITIONS

Article 25

So long as this Agreement is in effect, the Governmentof the Republic of
Nicaraguashallnot engageor acceptthe servicesof any personnelof any other
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foreign Governmexitnor of any individual who is not a citizen of Nicaragua,for
duties of any naturecoxinectedwith the NicaraguanNational Guardexcept by
prior mutual agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof America
and the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua.

Article 26

Eachmemberof the Missionshall agreenot to divulge or in any way disclose
any classifiedinformation of which he may becomecognizantin his capacityas a
memberof theMission. This requirementshallcontinuein forceafter thetermina-
tioxi of service with the Mission and after the cancellationof this Agreement.

Article 27

Throughoutthis Agreement,the term “family” is limited to meanwife and
dependentchildren.

Article 28

Eachmemberof the Mission shallbe entitled to one month’s annualleave
with pay, or to aproportionalpart thereof with pay for any fractional part of a
year, Unusedportionsof said leaveshallbecumulativefrom yearto yearduring
serviceas a memberof the Mission.

Article 29

The leavespecifiedin the precedingArticle may be spentin the Republic of
Nicaragua,in the United Statesof America, or in any other country, but the ex-
penseof travel andtransportationnot otherwiseprovided for in this Agreement
shallbe borneby the memberof the Mission taking suchleave. All travel time
shall count as leave and shall not be in addition to the time authorizedin the
precedingArticle.

Article 30

The Republic of Nicaraguaagreesto grant the leave specifiedin Article 28
upon receipt of written application,approvedby the Chief of Mission with due
considerationfor the convenienceof the Governmentof the Republicof Nicaragua.

Article 31

Membersof the Mission who may be replacedshall terminatetheir services
only upon the arrival of their replacements,except when otherwisemutually
agreedupon in advanceas provided in article 5.
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Article 32

The Governmentof the Republicof Nicaraguashallprovidesuitablemedical
anddentalcareto membersof the Mission andtheir families. In casea member
of the Mission becomesill or suffers injury, he shall be placed in such hospital
or receivethe attention of such doctorsas the Chief of Mission deemssuitable.
Such doctorsand hospitalsshallnormally be chosenfrom doctors,hospitalsand
pharmacies,all acceptableto the Chief of Mission whichshallhavebeendesignated
in advancefor regularuseby theMinistry of War,NavyandAviation of the Repub-
lic of Nicaraguain consultationwith the Chief of Mission. All expensesincurred
as the result of suchillnessor injury while the patientis a memberof the Mission
and remainsin Nicaraguashall be paid by the Governmentof the Republic of
Nicaragua. If the hospitalizedmember is a commissionedofficer, he shall pay
his cos of subsistence,but if he is anenlistedman, the cost of subsistenceshall be
paid by the Governmentof the Republicof Nicaragua. Families shallenjoythe
sameprivileges agreedupon in this Article for membersof the Mission, except
that a memberof the Mission shallin all casespay the cost of subsistenceincident
to hospitalizationof a memberof his family.

Article 33

Any memberof the Mission unableto perform his dutieswith the Mission by
reasonof long-continuedphysical disability shall be replaced.

Article 34

It is understoodthat the personnelof the United StatesArmy, to be stationed
within theterritory of the Republicof Nicaraguaunderthis Agreement,do notand
will not compriseany combat forces.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,ThomasE. Whelan, Ambassadorof
the United Statesof America to Nicaragua,and OscarSevilla Sacasa,Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua,duly authorized thereto, have
signed this Agreement in duplicate, in the English and Spanishlanguages,in
Managua, this nineteenthday of November, one thousand nine hundred and
fifty-three.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
ThomasE. WHELAN

For the Governmentof the Republic of Nicaragua:

OscarSEVILLA SACASA
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