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~TRANSLATION — TRADUCTI0N~

No. 2815. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE INTERNATIO-
NAL LABOUR ORGANISATION AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF MEXICO REGARDING
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIELD OFFICEAT MEXICO
CITY AND THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES NEC-
ESSARY FOR ITS OPERATION. SIGNED AT MEXICO
CITY, ON 5 JANUARY 1955

WHEREAS

The International Labour Organisation,in accordancewith the preamble
to its Constitution2and with the Declarationconcerningits aims and purposes
adoptedat Philadelphiaon 10 May 1944,recognisestheobligationto furtheramong
the nationsof the world programmeswhich will achievefull employmentandthe
raising of standardsof living, the employmentof workers in the occupationsin
which they can havethe satisfactionof giving the fullest measureof their skill
andattainmentsandmaketheir greatestcontributionto the commonwell-being;

With the object of implementingsuch programmesit has beenconsidered
appropriateto establish at Mexico City a Field Office, the scopeof which shall
extendto the region which is moreparticularly describedin article II;

The GoverningBody of the International Labour Office has approvedthe
principle of establishingsuch a Field Office in the said region;

The Governmentof the United Statesof Mexico, havingbeenconsulted,has
approvedits establishmentat Mexico City and has offered for this purposethe
facilities generally grantedto internationalorganisations;

It is necessaryto concludea formal Agreementwith the objectof determining
the statusof the Mexico Field Office,

The Governmentof the United Statesof Mexico (hereinafterreferredto as
“the Government”),representedby Mr. Adolfo Lopez Mateos,Minister of Labour
and Social Security, of the first part, and

The International Labour Office (hereinafterreferred to as “the Office”),
representedby Mr. Luis Alvarado, AssistantDirector-Generalof the International
Labour Office, of the secondpart,

Hereby agreeas follows:

Cameinto force on 5 January1955, as from the date of signature,in accordancewith
article VI.

UnitedNations,TrealySeries,Vol. 15, p. 35 ; Vol. 18, p. 386; Vol. 20, p. 307, andVol. 191,
p. 359.
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Article I

ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS OF THE FIELD OFFICE

The Governmentauthorisesthe Office to establish a Field Office at Mexico
City. Its functions shall be to furnish, at the requestof the Governmentscon-
cerned,technicalassistancecoIning within the scopeof the activities of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation, as defined by its Constitution, and technical
assistancein conformity with the principles governing the ExpandedTechnical
AssistanceProgrammeof the United Nations andits specialisedagencies.

Article II

SCOPE

The scope of the activity of the Field Office shall extend to Mexico, the
Republicsof Central Americaandof the Caribbeanareaandanyother Republics
which may be addedfor reasonsof practical convenience. The Director-General
will inform the Mexican Governmentin advanceof any addition or any other
changeaffecting the scopeof activity of the Field Office.

Article III

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

The FieldOffice shallpossessjuridical personality. It shallhavethe capacity

To contract

To acquire and disposeof movable property;
(c) To institute legal proceedings.

Article IV

PROPERTY

The Field Office and its propertyand assetsshallenjoy immunity from legal
processexcept in so far as in any particular casethe Office hasexpresslywaived
its immunity. It is, however, understoodthat no waiver of immunity shall
extendto any measureof execution.

The premisesof the Field Office and its archivesshallbe inviolable and its
official correspondenceandcommunicationsshallnotbe subjectto anycensorship.

The Field Office may freely hold funds or currencyof any kind and operate
accounts in any currency; it may freely transferthese funds or currencyfrom
Mexico to other countriesandvice versa andwithin the territory of Mexico, and
convertany currencyheld by it into any othercurrency.
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The Field Office, its assets,income and other movable property shall be
exempt:

(a) Fromtaxes; it is understood,however,that it will not claim exemption
from taxeswhich are,in fact, no morethan chargesfor public utility services;

(b) From customsduties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and
exports in respect of articles imported or exportedby the Field Office for its
official use; it is understood,however,thatarticlesimportedundersuchexemption
will not be sold in Mexican territory exceptunderconditionsagreedto with the
Government;

(c) From customsduties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and
exports in respectof its publicationsand thosewhich it may receivefrom the
InternationalLabour Office.

Article V

STATUS OF THE STAFF

The staff of the Field Office shall be immunefrom legal processin respectof
actsperformedby them in their official capacity.

Thosemembersof thestaffof theField Office who are not of Mexicannational-
ity shall be exemptfrom all taxation on the salariesand emolumentswhich they
receivefrom the InternationalLabourOffice andshallalsohavetheright to import
freeof duty their furniture andpersonaleffects at the time of first taking up their
postsin Mexico.

In additionto theimmunitiesandprivilegesfor whichprovisionis madeherein,
the Director of the Field Office and thoseofficials from the gradeof Memberof
Division upwardswho are on the establishmentof the Field Office andarenot of
Mexican nationality shall havesuch privileges,exemptionsand facilities as are
accorded in international law and practice and are compatible with Mexican
legislation.

In the exerciseof all the rights conferredon it underthe foregoingprovisions,
the Office shallhavedue regardto any representationmadeby the Government
of Mexico

The privilegesand immunities for which provisionis madein this Agreement
aregrantedfor the purposeof carrying into effect the aims of the International
LabourOrganisationandnot for the personalbenefitof its officials. The Director-
Generalof the Office shallhavethe right andthe duty to waive the immunity of
akiy official in any casewhere suchimmunity would impedethe courseof justice
andcan be waived without prejudice to the interestsof the Organisation.
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Article VI

FINAL PROVISIONS

1. This Agreementshallenterinto force on the dateof its signature.

2. This Agreementmay be revisedby agreementbetweenthe Government
andthe Office, andeitherparty may terminateit by giving ninety days’ notice in
writing to the other.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,the duly authorisedrepresentatives
of the Governmentand the Office, havesigned this Agreementat Mexico City
this fifth dayof Januarynineteenhundredand fifty-five in two copiesin Spanish.

For the Governmentof theUnited Statesof Mexico:

(Signed) Adolfo LOPEZ MATEOS

Minister of LabourandSocial Security

For the InternationalLabour Office:

(Signed) Luis ALVARADO

AssistantDirector-Generalof the International Labour Office
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