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No. 3219. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE CONSTRUC-
TION AND OPERATION OF A WEATHER STATION ON
BETIO ISLAND. WASHINGTON, 15 NOVEMBER 1955

I

TheUnitedStatesActingSecretaryofStatetoHerMajesty’sAmbassadorat Washington

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington,November 15, 1955
Excellency,

I havethe honour to refer to negotiationswhich havetakenplacebetween
the Governmentsof the United Statesof America and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerningthe desireof the United States
Governmentto establisha weatherstation at Betio Island for a period of nine
months. It is notedthat the Governmentof the United Kingdom approvesthe
requestof the United StatesGovernmentto constructand operatea weather
station on Betio Island for a periodof nine monthson the following conditions

(i) The United Statesforces and any other United Statesnationalspresenton
BetioIsland by reasonof serviceor employmentin connexionwith theUnited
Statesweatherstation will observethe laws and regulationsof the Gilbert
and Ellice IslandsColony and United Statesmilitary Courtswill be granted
concurrent jurisdiction over personssubject to the United Statesuniform
codeof military justice. It is understoodthat the Governmentof the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony will waive its right to exercisejurisdiction in all
casesother than those of comparatively trivial offences against the local
laws, but that in case of disagreement,the Colonial Governmentwill be
regardedas having the primary right to exercisejurisdiction.

(ii) No wirelessstation, submarinecable, land line or other installationswill be
establishedby the United Statesauthoritiesotherwisethan strictly for the

I Cameinto force on 15 November1955 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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operationalpurposesof theweatherstation. Any wirelessstation,submarine
cable,land line or other installationso establishedshallbe sitedandoperated
in sucha way that it will not causeinterferencewith establishedcivil com-
munications.

(iii) The use of radio frequencies,powers and band-widths for radio services,
including radar, shall be subject to the prior concurrenceof the Resident
Commissioner. Any radio station set up in connexion with the weather
station may haveto be licensedby the appropriateauthority of the Gilbert
and Ellice IslandsColony in accordancewith the normal procedures.

(iv) The United StatesGovernmentwill makeavailableto Her Majesty’sGovern-
mentsin the United Kingdom, AustraliaandNew Zealandall the meteorolo-
gical datacollectedby the station.

The United StatesGovernmentagreesto theseconditions.

The United StatesGovernmentandthe Governmentof the United Kingdom
shallmutually decideupon the ultimate disposalof the weatherstation beforeit
is evacuatedby the United StatesAir Force.

The United StatesGovernmentconfirms that the results of observations
will be made available to other interestedGovernments,and will specifically
provide the New ZealandGovernmentwith

(a) upperair synopticreportsto beforwardedto Nadi for forecastingandinclusion
in collective broadcasts,and

(b) copiesof upper air recordsfor preparationof climatological data.

If the foregoingprovisionsare acceptableto the Governmentof the United
Kingdom, I proposethat this Note and your reply to that effect shallconstitute
an agreementbetweenthe two Governmentsin this matter, the agreementto
enterinto force on the dateof your Note in reply.

Accept, &c.

For the Acting Secretaryof State

Walworth BARBOUR

No. 3219
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II

Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Washingtonto the United StatesActing Secretaryof
State

BRITISH EMBASSY

Washington, November 15, 1955
Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgeyour Note of to-day’sdatein the following
terms

[See note I]

2. HerMajesty’s Governmentagreethat your Note under referenceandthis
reply shall constitutean agreementbetweenthe United Statesand Her Majesty’s
Governmenton thesubject andthat the agreementshallenterinto force to-day.

I avail, &c.
Roger MAKINS

No. 3219


