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No. 3236. MUTUAL DEFENSEASSISTANCEAGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
JAPAN. SIGNED AT TOKYO, ON 8 MARCH 1954

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Governmentof
Japan,

Desiring to foster internationalpeace and security, within the framework
of the Charter of the United Nations, through voluntary arrangementswhich
will further the ability of nationsdedicatedto the purposesandprinciples of the
Charter to develop effective measuresfor individual and collective self-defense
in support of thosepurposesand principles;

Reaffirming their belief as statedin the Treaty of Peacewith Japansigned
at the city of San Franciscoon September8, 1951 that Japanas a sovereign
nation possessesthe inherentright of individual or collectiveself-defensereferred
to in Article 51 of the Charterof the United Nations;

Recalling the preamble of the Security Treaty betweenthe United States
of AmericaandJapan,signedat the city of SanFranciscoon September8, l951,~
to theeffectthat the UnitedStatesof America,in theinterestof peaceandsecurity,
would maintain certain of its armedforces in and about Japanas a provisional
arrangementin the expectationthat Japanwill itself increasinglyassumeres-
ponsibility for its own defenseagainst direct and indirect aggression,always
avoiding any armamentwhich could be an offensive threat or serveother than
to promote peaceand security in accordancewith the purposesand principles
of the Charterof the United Nations;

Recognizingthat, in the planningof adefenseassistanceprogramfor Japan,
economicstabilitywill be anessentialelementfor considerationin thedevelopment
of its defensecapacities,andthatJapancancontributeonly to theextentpermitted
by its generaleconomiccondition andcapacities;

Taking into considerationthe support that the Governmentof the United
Statesof America hasbroughtto theseprinciplesby enactingthe Mutual Defense

1 Cameinto force on I May 1954, the date of receipt by the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americaof a written noticefrom theGovernmentof Japanof ratification of theAgree-
ment by Japan,in accordancewith article XI (1).

2 UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 136, p. 45; Vol. 163, p. 385; Vol. 184, p. 358, andVol.
199, p. 344.

~ UnitedNations, Treaty Series,Vol. 136, p. 211.
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AssistanceAct of 1949, as amended,’andthe Mutual Security Act of 1951, as
amended,2 which provide for the furnishing of defenseassistanceby the United
Statesof America in furtheranceof the objectivesreferredto above; and

Desiringto set forth the conditionswhich will governthe furnishing of such
assistance

Have agreedas follows

Article I

1. EachGovernment,consistentlywith the principle that economicstability
is essentialto internationalpeaceand security, will makeavailable to the other
and to suchother governmentsas the two Governmentssignatory to the present
Agreementmay in eachcase agreeupon, such equipment,materials,services,or
other assistanceas the Governmentfurnishing such assistancemay authorize,
in accordancewith such detailedarrangementsas may be made betweenthem.
The furnishing and use of any such assistanceas may be authorizedby either
Governmentshall be consistentwith the Charterof the United Nations. Such
assistanceas may be madeavailable by the Governmentof the United Statesof
America pursuantto the presentAgreementwill be furnishedunder those pro-
visions, and subject to all of those terms, conditionsandtermination provisions
of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949, the Mutual Security Act of 1951,
acts amendatoryand supplementarythereto, and appropriationacts thereunder
which may affect the furnishing of such assistance.

2. EachGovernmentwill makeeffective useof assistancereceivedpursuant
to the presentAgreementfor the purposesof promoting peaceand security in
a manner that is satisfactory to both Governments,and neither Government,
without the prior consentof the other, will devotesuch assistanceto any other
purpose.

3. EachGovernmentwill offer for return to the other, in accordancewith
terms, conditionsand proceduresmutually agreedupon, equipmentor materials
furnishedunderthe presentAgreement,exceptequipmentand materialsfurnished
on terms requiring reimbursement,and no longer required for the purposesfor
which it was originally made available.

4. In the interestof common security, eachGovernmentundertakesnot to
transferto anypersonnotan officer or agentof such Government,or to any other
government,title to or possessionof any equipment,materials,or servicesreceived
pursuantto the presentAgreement,without the prior consentof the Government
which furnished such assistance.

1 United Statesof America : 63 Stat. 714; 22 U.S.C. § 1571 et seq.

2 United Statesof America : 65 Stat. 373; 22 U.S.C. § 1651 et seq.
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Article II

In conformity with the principle of mutual aid, the Governmentof Japan
agreesto facilitate the productionand transferto the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americafor suchperiodof time, in suchquantitiesandupon suchterms
andconditionsasmay beagreedupon of rawandsemi-processedmaterialsrequired
by the United Statesof Americaas a result of deficienciesor potentialdeficiencies
in its own resources,and which may be available in Japan. Arrangementsfor
suchtransfersshall give dueregardto requirementsfor domesticuseandcommer-
cial export as determinedby the Governmentof Japan.

ArIlcie III

1. Each Governmentwill take such securitymeasuresas may be agreed
upon betweenthe two Governmentsin order to prevent the disclosureor com-
promiseof classifiedarticles,servicesor information furnishedby the otherGovern-
ment pursuantto the presentAgreement.

2. EachGovernmentwill takeappropriatemeasuresconsistentwith security
to keep the public informed of operationsunder the presentAgreement.

Article IV

The two Governmentswill, upon the requestof eitherof them, makeappro-
priate arrangementsproviding for the methodsand terms of the exchangeof
industrialpropertyrights andtechnicalinformation for defensewhichwill expedite
suchexchangeandat thesametimeprotectprivateinterestsandmaintainsecurity
safeguards.

Article V

The two Governmentswill consult for the purposeof establishingprocedures
wherebythe Governmentof Japanwill so deposit, segregate,or assuretitle to
all funds allocatedto or derivedfrom any programsof assistanceundertakenby
the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaso that such funds shallnot be
subjectto garnishment,attachment,seizureor other legal processby anyperson,
firm, agency, corporation,organizationor government,when the Government
of Japanis advisedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America that
any such legal processwould interferewith the attainmentof the objectivesof
the program of assistance.

No. 3236
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Article VI

1. The Governmentof Japanwill grant

a. Exemptionfrom dutiesandinternal taxationupon importationor exportation
to materials,suppliesor equipmentimportedinto or exportedfrom its terri-
tory under the presentAgreement or any similar agreementbetweenthe
Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Governmentof any
other country receivingassistance,except as otherwiseagreedto ; and

b. Exemptionfrom andrefund of Japanesetaxes,asenumeratedin the attached
Annex E,’ so far astheymay affectexpendituresof or financedby the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America effectedin Japanfor procurementof
materials, supplies, equipment and services under the presentAgreement
or any similar agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof
America and the Governmentof any other country receiving assistance.

2. Exemption from duties and exemption from and refund of Japanese
taxes as enumeratedin the attachedAnnex E will apply, in addition, to any
other expendituresof or financed by the Governmentof the United Statesof
America for materials, supplies, equipment and services for mutual defense,
including expendituresmade in conformity with the Security Treaty between
the UnitedStatesof AmericaandJapanor any foreign aid programof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America under the Mutual Security Act of 1951,
as amended,or any acts supplementary,amendatoryor successorythereto.

Article VII

1. The Governmentof Japanagreesto receive personnelof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof Americawho will dischargein the territory of Japan
the responsibilitiesof the latter Governmentregardingequipment,materials, and
servicesfurnishedunderthe presentAgreement,andwho will be accordedfacilities
to observethe progressof the assistancefurnishedby the Governmentof the
United Statesof America under the presentAgreement. Such personnelwho
are nationalsof the United Statesof America, including personneltemporarily
assigned,will, in their relationshipswith the Governmentof Japan,operateas
part of the Embassyof the United Statesof America under the direction and
control of the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission, andwill havethe sameprivileges
and immunities as are accordedto other personnelwith correspondingrank in
the Embassyof the United Statesof America.

1 See p. 208 of this volume.
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2. The Governmentof Japanwill makeavailable,from time to time, to the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americafunds in yen for the administrative
and related expensesof the latter Governmentin connectionwith carrying out
the presentAgreement.

Article VIII

The Governmentof Japan,reaffirming its determinationto join in promoting
internationalunderstandingandgood will, and maintainingworld peace,to take
such actionas may be mutually agreedupon to eliminate causesof international
tension, and to fulfill the military obligations which the Governmentof Japan
has assumedunder the Security Treaty betweenthe United Statesof America
and Japan, will make, consistentwith the political and economicstability of
Japan,the full contribution permittedby its manpower,resources,facilities and
generaleconomicconditionto the developmentandmaintenanceof its own defen-
sive strength and the defensivestrength of the free world, take all reasonable
measureswhich may be neededto developits defensecapacities,and takeappro-
priate stepsto ensurethe effective utilization of any assistanceprovided by the
Governmentof the United Statesof America.

Article IX

1. Nothingcontainedin the presentAgreementshall be construedto alter
or otherwisemodify the Security Treaty betweenthe United Statesof America
and Japanor any arrangementsconcludedthereunder.

2. The presentAgreement will be implementedby each Governmentin
accordancewith the constitutional provisionsof the respectivecountries.

Article X

1. The two Governmentswill, upon the requestof either of them, consult
regardingany matterrelating to the applicationof the presentAgreementor to
operationsor arrangementscarried out pursuantto the presentAgreement.

2. The terms of the presentAgreementmay be reviewedat the requestof
either of the two Governmentsor amendedby agreementbetweenthem at any
time.

Article XI

1. The presentAgreementshall come into force on the date of receipt by
the Governmentof the United Statesof America of a written notice from the
Governmentof Japanof ratification of the Agreementby Japan.
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2. The presentAgreementwill thereaftercontinue in force until one year
after the dateof receiptby eitherGovernmentof a written notice of the intention
of the otherto terminateit, providedthat the provisionsof Article I, paragraphs2,
3 and 4, and arrangementsentered into under Article III, paragraph I and
Article IV shallremain in force unlessotherwiseagreedby the two Governments.

3. The Annexesto the presentAgreementshall form an integralpart thereof.

4. The presentAgreementshall be registered\vitll the Secretariatof the
United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the representativesof the two Governments,duly
authorizedfor the purpose,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicate, in the English and Japaneselanguages,both equally
authentic,at Tokyo,thiseighthdayof March,onethousandninehundredfifty-four.

For the United States of America
JohnM. ALLISON

For Japan

Katsuo OKAZAKI

ANNEX A

In carrying out the present Agreement, the Governmentof the United States of
America will give every consideration, to the extent that other factors will permit, to
procurementin Japanof suppliesand equipmentto be madeavailable to Japan,as well
as to other countries, where feasible, and to providing information to and facilitating
the training of techniciansfrom Japan’sdefense-productionindustries. In this connec-
tion, representativesof the Governmentof Japanstatedthat thedevelopmentof Japan’s
defensecapacitieswill greatly be facilitated if the Governmentof the United Statesof
America will give considerationto assistingin the financing of Japan’sdefense-production
industries.

The two Governmentsrecognize the advisability of establishing adequateliaison
between them to facilitate procurement by the Government of the United States of
America in Japan.

ANNEX B

The security measureswhich the Governmentof Japanagreesto take pursuantto
Article III, paragraph1 will be suchas would guaranteethe samedegreeof security and
protection as provided in the United Statesof America, and no disclosureto any person
not anofficer oragentof the Governmentof Japanof classified articles, servicesor infor-
mation acceptedby Japan,will be madewithout theprior consentof the Governmentof
the United Statesof America.
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ANNEX C

The two Governmentsrecognizethe benefits to be derived from the principle of
standardization,andagreeto theadvisabilityof taking feasiblejoint measuresto achieve
that degreeof standardization,with respectto specificationsand quality, which will
promotetheeffectiveutilization andmaintenanceof any assistancefurnishedunderthe
presentAgreement.

ANNEX D

In the interestof common security, the Governmentof Japanwill cooperatewith
the Governmentsof the United Statesof Americaand other peace-lovingcountriesin
taking measuresto control tradewith nationswhich threatenthemaintenanceof world
peace.

ANNEX E

To effectuateArticle VI, the Governmentsof the United Statesof America and
Japanagreeas follows:

1. The Japanesetaxes referredto in Article VI, paragraphlb and paragraph2,
areas follows

a. Commoditytax;
b. Travellingtax;
c. Gasolinetax;
ci. Electricity andgastax.

2. With respectto any presentor future taxesof Japannot specifically referred
to in this Annex which might be found to be applicableto theexpenditurescoveredby
Article VI, the two Governmentswill agreeuponproceduresfor grantingexemptionand
refund.

3. Exemption from dutiesandexemptionfrom and refund of Japanesetaxeswill
be applied upon appropriatecertification by the Governmentof the United Statesof
America.

4. Materials, supplies and equipmentimported into or procuredby the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof Americain Japanexempt from dutiesand taxes under
Article VI, shall not be disposedof in Japanexcept as suchdisposalmay be authorized
by theauthoritiesof theUnitedStatesof AmericaandJapanin accordancewith mutually
agreedconditions.

5. Nothing in Article VI, or this Annex shall be construedto

a. Requireexemptionfrom import or export proceduresprovided for by the laws of
Japan,or

b. Affect exemption from dutiesand internal taxation provided for by the laws of
Japanin accordancewith existingagreementsandarrangementssuchas theAdmin-
istrative AgreementunderArticle III of the SecurityTreaty betweenthe United
Statesof Americaand Japan.
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ANNEX F

1. With respectto thefacilities to be accordedby the Governmentof Japanto the
personnelof theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesof Americawho, pursuantto Article VII
of thepresentAgreement,will dischargein Japanresponsibilitiesof the Governmentof
the UnitedStatesof Americato observetheprogressof assistancefurnishedin pursuance
of thepresentAgreement,the two Governmentsagreethat suchfacilities to be accorded
shall bereasonableandnot unduly burdensomeupontheGovernmentof Japan.

2. The two Governmentsagreethat the numberof suchpersonnelto be accorded
diplomatic privileges will be kept as low as possible.

3. It is understoodbetweenthe two Governmentsthat thestatusof suchpersonnel
of thenationality of the United Statesof America, consideredpart of the Diplomatic
Mission of theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesof America, will be thesameasthestatus
of personnelof correspondingrank of theEmbassyof theUnited Statesof America in
Japan.

Such personnelwill be divided into three categories

a. Uponappropriatenotificationby theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesof America,
full diplomatic statuswill be grantedto theseniormilitary memberandtheseniorArmy,
Navy andAir Forceofficer assignedthereto, andto their respectiveimmediatedeputies.

b. The secondcategoryof personnelwill enjoyprivilegesandimmunitiesconferred
by internationalcustomto certaincategoriesof personnelof theEmbassyof theUnited
Statesof America in Japan,suchas the immunity from civil andcriminal jurisdiction
of Japan,immunity of official papersfrom searchandseizure,right of free egress,exemp-
tion from customsdutiesor similar taxesor restrictionsin respectof personallyowned
property importedinto Japanby suchpersonnelfor their personaluseandconsumption,
without prejudiceto theexistingregulationsonforeignexchange,exemptionfrom internal
taxation by Japanupon salariesof suchpersonnel. Privileges and courtesiesincident
to diplomaticstatussuchas diplomaticautomobilelicenseplates,inclusionon the “Diplo-
matic List”, and social courtesiesmay be waived by the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americafor this categoryof personnel.

c. The third categoryof personnelwill receivethesamestatusas theclerical per-
sonnelof theEmbassyof theUnited Statesof America in Japan.

ANNEX G

1. The two Governmentsagreeto restrict to the minimum necessarythe amount
of expensesto bemadeavailablefrom time to time by theGovernmentof Japanpursuant
to Article VII.

2. Thetwo Governmentsalso agreethat theGovernmentof Japanmay, in lieu of
meetingthe expensesreferredto in the precedingparagraph,makeavailablenecessary
andsuitablereal estate,equipment,suppliesandservices.

3. The two Governmentsagreethat, in considerationof the contributionsin kind
to be madeavailableby theGovernmentof Japan,theamountof yen to be madeavail-
able as a cashcontribution by the Governmentof Japanfor any Japanesefiscal year
shall be asagreeduponbetweenthe two Governments.
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4. Thecontributionsby theGovernmentof Japanwill be madeavailablein accord-
ancewith arrangementsas may be agreeduponbetweenthe two Governments.

5. The two Governmentsfurther agreethat, in considerationof the contributions
in kind to be madeavailableby the Governmentof Japanduring the initial periodfrom
thedateof coining into force of thepresentAgreementto March 31, 1955, the amount
of cashcontributionsby theGovernmentof Japanfor suchperiodshall not exceedThree
Hundred Fifty-Seven Million Three Hundred ThousandYen (Y 357,300,000).
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