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No. 3268. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND AFGHANISTAN RELATING TO DUTY-
FREE ENTRY AND EXEMPTION FROM INTERNAL
TAXATION OF RELIEF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT.
KABUL, 29 APRIL AND 29 MAY 1954

I

The AmericanEmbassyto the AfghanMinistry of ForeignAffairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATESOF AMERICA

No. 729

The Embassyof the United Statesof America presentsits complimentsto
theRoyal Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs andhasthe honor to submit herein
a proposedagreementwhich, if approved by the Royal Afghan Government,
would permit the United States Governmentto pay the oceanfreight costs of
certain goods (as specified in Article 2 of the agreement)which might at some
time or from time to time be sentto Afghanistanby voluntary, nonprofit relief and
rehabilitation agenciesin the United Statespursuantto agreementsbetweensuch
agenciesand the Royal Afghan Government.

Agreementsof the type proposedbelow have already beenconcludedwith
the Governmentsof India, Pakistan,Lebanonand Iran, as well as with several
Europeangovernments.

The Embassywishes to point out to the Royal Ministry that acceptanceof
this agreemententails no obligation on the part of the United StatesGovernment
to supply any of the goods coveredby the agreement. Whethersuchgoods will
be sent to Afghanistan will dependentirely on agreementsbetweenthe Royal
Afghan Governmentandthe voluntary, nonprofit agencies.

The text of the proposedagreementis as follows:

1. TheRoyalGovernmentof Afghanistanshall accordduty-freeentry into Afghanis-
tan, aswell as exemptionfrom internal taxation, of suppliesof goodsapprovedby the
Governmentof the United States,donatedto or purchasedby United Statesvoluntary,
nonprofit relief and rehabilitationagenciesqualified under United StatesGovernment
Regulations,and consignedto suchorganizations,including branchesof theseagencies
in Afghanistanwhichhavebeenor hereaftershall be approvedby theRoyal Government
of Afghanistan.

1 Cameinto force on 29 May 1954 by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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2. Suchsuppliesmayincludegoodsof typesqualified for oceanfreight subsidyunder
applicable United States Government Regulations, such as basic necessitiesof food,
clothing and medicines,and other relief and rehabilitationsupplies andequipmentin
support of projects of health, sanitation, education and, recreation, agriculture and
promotionof small self-helpindustries,but shall not include tobacco,cigars, cigarettes,
alcoholicbeverages,or items for thepersonaluseof agenci~s’field representatives.

3. Duty-free treatment on importation andexportation, as well as exemptionfrom
internal taxation, shall also be accordedto supplies and equipmentimported by organi-
zationsapprovedby both Governmentsfor the purposeof carrying out operationsunder
this agreement. Such suppliesand equipmentshall not include items for the personal
useof agencies’field representatives.

4. The costof transportingsuchsuppliesandequipment(includingport, handling,
storage,andsimilar charges,aswell as transportation)within Pakistanand Afghanistan
to the ultimate beneficiary will be borne by the Royal Governmentof Afghanistan.

5. The supplies furnished•by the voluntary agenciesshall be consideredsupple-
mentaryto rationsto which individuals would otherwisehavebeenentitled.

6. Individual organizationscarrying out operationsunder this agreementmay
enterinto additional arrangementswith the RoyalGovernmentof Afghanistan,andthis
agreementshall not be construedto derogate from any benefits securedby any such
organizationsin existing agreementswith the Royal Governmentof Afghanistan.

The Embassyhas the honor to propose that, if theseunderstandingsmeet
with the approval of the Royal Afghan Government, this note and the Royal
Ministry’s note in reply constitute an agreementbetweenthe two Governments.

The Embassyof the United Statesof Americaavails itself of this opportunity
to renew to the Royal Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurancesof its
highestconsideration.

C. J. L.

American Embassy

Kabul, April 29, 1954

No 3268
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[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUcTION 2]

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OFFICE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DIVISiON OF ECONOMICS

(3/8/1333)

May 29, 1954
No. 508

NOTE

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Royal State of Afghanistanpresents
its compliments to the Embassyof the United Statesof America and in reply
to note No. 729 of April 29, 1954, respectfullystates

The Royal Governmentof Afghanistandeclaresthat it agreesto the under-
standing of the contentsas explainedin the text of the aforementionednote of
the Embassy.

In conclusion,we pay our highest respects.
[sEAL]

Embassyof the United Statesof America
Kabul

Translationby theGovernmentof theUnited Statesof America.

Traductiondu GouvernementdesEtats-Unisd’Amerique.
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