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No. 3120. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN ISRAEL AND NORWAY RE-
GARDING THE ABOLITION OF VISA FEES. JERUSA-
LEM, 9 FEBRUARY AND 15 JULY 1955, AND ATHENS,
7 AND 26 JULY 1955

I

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

Jerusalem,9 February 1955

Dear Minister,

The Governmenthashadunder review the questionof visasandvisa fees
for foreignnationalstravelling to or through Israel.

It hasbeendecidedthat, as a first step towardseasingtravel barriers,visa
fees may be waived in respectof the citizensof certaincountries,on condition
of reciprocity.

I havebeeninstructedto inform you that from 1 March 1955,or from such
otherdateasmaybeconvenientto your Government,Israelvisasare to be issued
gratis to Norwegiannationals,if the NorwegianGovernmentis prepared,with
effectfrom the samedate, to issuevisasgratisto nationalsof Israel.

If your Governmentagreesto this proposal,it would be convenientto give
to this letter andto your reply theeffect of a formal agreement.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) Walter EYTAN

His Excellency Monsieur Ernst Hougen
Minister of Norway to Israel
Athens

1 Cameinto force on 15 August 1955, in accordancewith thetermsof the saidnotes.
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II

ROYAL NORWEGIAN LEGATION

Tel-Aviv, p.t. Athens, 7th July 1955

Dear Mr. Eytan,

I beg to refer to your letter of 9th February1955 containinga proposalto
waive, on a basisof reciprocity,visa feesfor Norwegiannationalstravelling to
Israel andfor nationalsof Israel travellingto Norway.

I havebeeninstructedby the RoyalMinistry for ForeignAffairs to inform
you that the NorwegianGovernmentarepreparedto acceptthis proposal. It
is considereddesirablethat the newmeasuresbe put into effectas earlyas this
is practicable,and,as the datesuggestedin your letter is no longer applicable,
I should begrateful to be informed from which dateyour Governmentintend
to waive the visa fees.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) Ernst HOUGEN

His ExcellencyMr. Walter Eytan
Director General
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Jerusalem

III

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

Jerusalem,15 July 1955
Dear Mr. Hougen,

Thankyou for your letter of 7 July 1955, in which you inform me that the
NorwegianGovernmentis preparedto acceptthe proposalmadein my letterto
you of 9 February1955 for the waiver, on a basisof reciprocity,of visa feesfor
Norwegiannationalstravelling to Israel andfor nationalsof Israel travelling to
Norway.

The Governmentof Israel is agreeableto putting thesearrangementsinto
effect asearly aspracticable,andI accordinglyhavepleasurein informing you
that on andafter 15 August 1955 no fees will be chargedfor visas issuedto
Norwegiannationals travelling to Israel.
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I shallbe glad to haveyour confirmationthat on andafter the samedateno
feeswill be chargedfor visas issuedto Israelnationalstravellingto Norway, and
that thisexchangeof lettersbetweenusmayberegardedasanagreementbetween
the Governmentsof Norway andIsraelfor the abolition of visa feeson a basisof
reciprocity from the date mentioned.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) Walter EYTAN

His ExcellencyMonsieur ErnstHougen
Minister of Norway to Israel
Athens

IV

ROYAL NORWEGIAN LEGATION

Tel Aviv, p.t. Athens, July 26th, 1955

Dear Mr. Eytan,

I begto refer to your letter of 15th July 1955 as follows:

[SeeletterIII]

I herewithconfirm thaton or after 15thAugust1955 no feeswill becharged
for visas issuedto Israel nationalstravelling to Norway, andthat this exchange
of lettersshouldbe regardedasconstitutingan agreementbetweenthe Govern-
ment of Norway andthe Governmentof Israel for the abolition of visa feeson
the basisof reciprocity from the datementioned.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) Ernst HOUGEN

His ExcellencyMr. Walter Eytan
Director General
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Jerusalem
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