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No. 3292. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND BELGIUM RELATING TO A SPECIAL
PROGRAM OF FACILITIES ASSISTANCE. BRUSSELS,
23 NOVEMBER 1954

I

TheAmericanAmbassadorto the Belgian Minister for Foreign A ‘airs

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 526
Brussels,November23, 1954

Excellency

I havethe honorto referto recentdiscussionsbetweenrepresentativesof our
two Governmentsconcerninga specialprogramof facilitesassistanceby theGovern-
ment of the United Statesof America to the Governmentof Belgium to be carried
out in accordancewith theprinciplesandconditionssetforth in theMutual Defense
AssistanceAgreementbetweenour two Governments,dated January 27, 1950,2
assupplementedby an exchangeof notesdatedJanuary7, 1952,~andsuch other
applicable agreementsas may be in force betweenour two Governments. The
purposeof this program is to increasethe capacityof Belgium to producepropel-
lants andexplosives,suchincreasedcapacitybeingurgently neededfor the mutual
defenseof the North Atlantic Treaty countries.

As a resultof thesediscussions,the following understandingswere arrived at

(1) The Governmentof Belgium undertakesthat in connectionwith the facilities
assistanceto be furnishedby the United States

(a) It will not discriminatein thesaleof propellantsand explosivesagainstany North
Atlantic Treatycountryin termsof thepricecharged,andthequality madeavailable,
delivery dates,or in any other manner.

(b) It will maintaintheadditional facilitiesmadeavailablethroughUnited Statesassist-
anceso that they will be in a condition to producepropellantsandexplosivespromptly

when they may be required; but pendingsuch time, equipmentfurnishedby the

1 Cameinto force on 23 November1954 by theexchangeof thesaid notes.
I UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 51, p. 213, andVol. 222, P. 391.
I UnitedNations, TreatySeries,Vol. 179, p. 81.
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United Statesandsuchadditionalfacilities maybe usedfor otherpurposes,provided
suchusewill not interferewith the readyavailability of suchequipmentandfacilities
for the productionof propellantsand explosives.

(c) It will furnish all of the land,buildings, equipment,materials,and servicesrequired
for theadditional productionfacilities, exceptfor theequipmentand technicaladvice
to be furnishedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America, andwill take
whatevermeasuresarerequiredto accomplishthe increasein productionfacilities
envisagedin theprogram.

(2) It is mutually understoodthat the appropriationof fundsby theUnited States
Congressfor the Facilities AssistanceProgramwas for the purposeof assistingin the
creationof anetadditionto Europeanammunitionproductioncapacity. In furtherance
of this purpose,the Governmentof Belgium undertakesthat, in addition to the new
facilities provided for hereunder,it will maintain or causeto be maintainedin useable
condition a total productioncapacityfor propellantsand explosiveswhich shall not be
lessthantheaggregateof thatnow existingandthatalreadyprogrammedfor construction
in Belgium whetherunder privateor public ownership.

(3) The undertakingsin Paragraph1 (b) and in Paragraph2 with respect to the
maintenanceof facilities aresubjectto theunderstandingthat should changedconditions
make continued compliancewith this undertakingeither unnecessaryas a matter of
defenseor unfeasible,theGovernmentof Belgiummay,afterconsultationwith theGovern-
ment of the United Statesof America, modify this undertaking to accordwith such
changedconditions.

(4) The Governmentof the United Statesof Americawill, subjectto the termsand
conditions of any applicableUnited Stateslegislation, furnish to the Governmentof
Belgium suchproductionequipmentandtechnicaladviceasmay be mutually arranged
as providedin Paragraph5 hereof.

(5) In carryingout theFacilities AssistanceProgram,our two Governments,acting
throughtheir appropriatecontractingofficers, will enterinto supplementaryarrangements
coveringthespecificprojetsinvolved, which will setforth thenatureandamountsof the
contributionsto be madeby theGovernmentof theUnited Statesof America andthe
Governmentof Belgium, the descriptionand purposeof the facilities ot be established,
and other appropriatedetails. Such arrangementsmay include provisions for the
procurementof equipmentto be furnishedby the Governmentof the United Statesof
Americafrom theGovernmentof Belgium undertheOffshoreProcurementProgram,and
the transferof such equipmentto the Governmentof Belgium in accordancewith the
provisionsof the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreement.

I proposethat if theseunderstandingsmeet with the approvalof the Govern-
ment of Belgium, the presentnote and your note in reply shall be consideredas
constituting aconfirmation of thesearrangementspursuantto Article I, Paragraph

1 of the Mutual Defense AssistanceAgreementbetweenour two Governments.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurancesof my highest consideration.

F. M. ALGER, Jr.
His ExcellencyM. Paul-HenriSpaak
Minister for ForeignAffairs

No. 3292
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II

The Belgian Minister for ForeignA ifairs to the AmericanAmbassador

[TRANSLATION~ — TRADUCTION 2]

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND FOREIGN TRADE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREIGN TRADE

B5/OS/07321
Brussels,November23, 1954

Mr. Ambassador,

By a letter datedtoday, Your Excellencywasgood enoughto communicate
to methe following message:

[Seenote I]

I havethe honor to confirm to Your Excellencymy Government’sapproval
of the foregoing.

I avail myselfof this occasion,Mr. Ambassador,to renewto Your Excellency
the assuranceof my highestconsideration.

TheMinisterfor ForeignAffairs

P. H. SPAAK

His Excellency M. P. Alger, Jr.
Ambassadorof the United Statesof America
Brussels

Brussels,November23, 1954

AGREED MINUTE REGARDING THE FACILITIES
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN BELGIUM

In the courseof the negotiationsin connectionwith the FacilitiesAssistance
Programthe questionaroseasto the dispositionof the title to the equipmentto be
furnishedthe Belgian Government. The United Statesrepresentativesexplained
that theBelgianGovernmentwill havetitle to the equipmentbut that its ability to
transfertitle to that equipmentto Belgian private industry wassubject to later
agreementwith the United StatesGovernment.

1 Translationby theGovernmentof theUnited Statesof America.

Traduction du GouvernementdesEtats-Unisd’Amérique.
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The main concernof the United StatesGovernmentis the continuedexistence
of Belgian capacityto producepropellantsandexplosivesandthe commitmentof
the Belgian Governmentto maintain such facilities. At a later time, when the
program has fulfilled its purpose,or the equipment is no longer useful to the
program, the two Governmentswill considertogetherwithin the frameworkof
agreementsthen in effect the relinquishmentby the United Statesof any further
interest in the equipment.

P. H. S. F. M. A., Jr.
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