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No. 3122. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT
REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE OWEN
FALLS DAM, UGANDA. CAIRO, 30 AND 31 MAY 1949

I

His Majesty’sAmbassadorat Cairo to the EgyptianMinister for Foreign Affairs
ad interim

BRITISH EMBASSY

Cairo, 30th May, 1949

Monsieur Ic Présidentdu Conseil,

I havethe honourto recapitulatebelow the pointson which His Majesty’s
Governmentin the United Kingdom and the Royal Egyptian Government
have reached agreementconcerning the construction and administration of
the damto be erectedat Owen Falls in Uganda:

“The Royal Egyptian Government and His Britannic Majesty’s
Governmentin accordancewith the spirit of the Nile WatersAgreementof
1929,2haveagreedto the constructionof a dam at Owen Falls in Uganda
for the productionof hydro-electricpower andfor the control of the waters
of the Nile.

“2. Plansand specificationsfor this work havebeenpreparedin full
consultationbetweenand approvedby the Egyptian Ministry of Public
Works and Uganda authorities. The Royal Egyptian Governmentand
His Britannic Majesty’s Governmenthaveaccordingly agreedto entrust
to the UgandaElectricity Boardthe issueof an invitation for tendersand
the placing of contractsin agreementwith theseplans and specifications.

“3. The contractswill be submittedto thetwo Governmentswho will
examinethem promptly andindicatetheir joint approvalof them by formal
Notes exchangedbetweeneachother and notify at oncethe Government
of Uganda.

1 Cameinto force on 31 May 1949 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
~Exchange of notesin regardto theuseof theWatersof theRiver Nile for irrigation purposes;

Cairo, 7 May 1929.Leagueof Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. XCIII, p.43. See alsoUnitedNations,
Treaty Series,Vol. 207, p. 277.
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“4. The two Governmentshave also agreed that though the con-
struction of the dam will be the responsibility of the Uganda Electricity
Board, the interestsof Egypt will, during the period of construction,be
representedat the site by an Egyptian residentengineerof suitable rank
andhis staff stationedtherefor the purposeby the Royal Egyptian Gov-
ernment, to whom all facilities will be given for the accomplishmentof
their duties. Furthermore,thetwo Governmentshaveagreedthatalthough
the dam when constructedwill be administeredand maintainedby the
UgandaElectricity Board,thelatterwill regulatethe dischargesto be passed
through the dam on the instructionsof the Egyptian residentengineerto
bestationedwith his staff at the damby the Royal Egyptian Government
for this purposein accordancewith arrangementsto be agreedbetween
the Egyptian Ministry of Public Works andthe Ugandaauthorities pur-
suant to the provisionsof agreementsto be concludedbetweenthe two
Governments.

“5. The two Governmentsalso recognisethat during and after the
construction of the dam, the Uganda Electricity Board may take any
action at Owen Falls which it may considerdesirableprovided that this
action doesnot entail any prejudiceto theinterestsof Egypt in accordance
with the Nile Waters Agreementof 1929 and does not adverselyaffect
the dischargesof water to be passedthroughthe dam in accordancewith
the arrangementsto be agreed between the two Governments. The
Egyptian Ministry of Public Works and the Uganda Electricity Board
will consult togetheron matters of mutual interest. Any difference of
opinion which may arise,however, in connexion with the control of the
water or with the generationof hydro-electricpower will be a matter for
discussionandsettlementin aspirit of friendly co-operationbetweenthem.
If these authorities find themselvesunable to settle it, the matter will
be referredto arbitration in accordancewith arrangementsto be agreed
betweenthe two Governments.”

I have the honour to propose that if the Royal Egyptian Government
agrees,this Note andyour Excellency’sreply shouldconstitutea formal agree-
ment betweenour two Governments,regardingthe dam at Owen Falls andthe
works connectedtherewith.

I have, &c.

RonaldCAMPBELL

No. 3122
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II

TheEgyptianMinisterfor ForeignAffairs ad interim to His Majesty’sAmbassador

at Cairo
[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION

2
J

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Cairo, 31st May, 1949

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of your Excellency’s letter of
the 30th of May, 1949, which recapitulatesthe points on which the Royal
Egyptian Governmentand His Britannic Majesty’s Governmenthaveagreed
on the subjectof the constructionand administrationof the dam to be built
at the OwenFallsin Uganda. Thesepoints,in the Englishtext, areasfollows

[See note I]

In reply, I havethe honour to inform your Excellency that the Royal
Egyptian Governmentagreesthat the exchangeof the two Notes,that under
referenceandthe presentone,constitutea formal agreementbetweenour two
Governmentson the subjectof the Owen Falls dam.

Pleaseaccept, &c.

IBRAHIM ABDEL HADI

‘Translation by the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom.
Traduction du Gouvernem~ntdo Royaume-Uni.

No. 3122
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT RE-
GARDING THE CONSTRUCTIONOF THE OWEN FALLS
DAM, UGANDA. CAIRO, 5 DECEMBER 1949

I

His Majesty’sAmbassadorat Cairo to the EgyptianMinister for Foreign Affairs
ad interim

BRITISH EMBASSY

Cairo, 5th December,1949
Monsieur le Ministre,

I havethe honourto refer to my Note of the 30thMay,2 and to the reply
of the then Minister for Foreign Affairs ad interim of the 31st May3 which
Notesconstituteda formal agreementbetweenour two Governmentsregarding
the proposeddam at Owen Falls andthe works connectedtherewith.

The third point of this agreementprovided that the Royal Egyptian Gov-
ernmentandHis Majesty’sGovernmentin the UnitedKingdom would examine
promptly contractsplacedby the UgandaElectricity Boardandwould indicate
their joint approvalof them by formal Notes exchangedbetweeneachother.

Asyour Excellencyis aware,theUgandaElectricity Board hasnow awarded
the contractfor the constructionof the dam andhydro-electricpower station
at OwenFallsto agroupheadedby Christiarti andNielsen, Limited, comprising:

Dorman, Long and Company, Limited;
EdmundNuttall, SonsandCompany(London), Limited;
HollandscheBetonMaatschappij,N/V;
InternationaleGewapendbetonBouw N/V;
K. L. Kier andCompany(London), Limited;
NederlandscheAannemingMaatschappij,N/V, late firm, H. F. Boersma;
NederlandscheBeton Maatschappij,“Bato,” N/V.

1 Cameinto force on 5 December1949 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.

Seep. 274 of this volume.
‘See p. 278 of this volume.

No. 3122
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The amount of the contractis £3,639,5405s. Od.
As your Excellencyis also aware,the UgandaElectricity Boardhasfurther

awardedacontractfor ironworkto Messrs.GlenfieldandKennedy,to the amount
of £124,866.

On instructionsfrom His Majesty’sPrincipal Secretaryof State for Foreign
Affairs, I now havethe honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty’s
Governmentin the United Kingdom approve thesecontracts. If the Royal
Egyptian Governmentalso approvethem,your Excellency’sreply in that sense
andthis Note will constitutethe exchangeof formal Notesreferredto in para-
graph2 above. I shouldbe happyto arrangefor the Governmentof Uganda
to be notified accordingly.

I have,&c.
RonaldCAMPBELL

II

TheEgyptianMinisterfor ForeignAffairsad interimto His Majesty’sAmbassador

at Cairo

[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION9

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Cairo,5thDecember,1949

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledgereceipt of your Excellency’s Note of
the 5th of December,in which you inform me that His Majesty’s Government
hasapprovedthe award of two contracts,viz

(1) The first concernsthe building of the dam and the hydro-electric
powerstationat theOwenFallswhich theUgandaElectricity Boardhasawarded
to the group led by Christiani & Nielsen, Limited, to the amountof £3,639,540
5s. Od. This group comprises:

Dorman, Long and Company,Limited;
EdmundNuttall, Sons& Company(London), Limited;
HollandscheBeton Maatschappij,N/V;
InternationaleGewapendbetonBouw, N/V;
K. L. Kier & Company(London), Limited;
NederlandscheAannemingMaatschappij,N/V, late firm N. F. Boersma;
NederlandscheBetonMaatschappij,“Bato,” N/V.

‘Translation by the Governmentof theUnited Kingdom.

‘Traduction du Gouvernementdu Royaume-Uni.
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(2) Theotherconcernstheiron-workfor thesluicesof thesaiddamawarded
to Glenfield & Kennedyto the amountof £124,866.

In accordancewith the terms of the third clausein the formal Agreement
betweenour two Governments,constitutedby the Exchangeof Notes,that of
your Excellencyof the30thof May, 1949,andthatof his ExcellencytheEgyptian
Minister for ForeignAffairs ad interimof the 31stMay, 1949,I havethe honour
to inform your Excellency that the Royal Egyptian Governmentapprovethe
abovementionedaward of thesetwo contractsandI thereforerequestyou to be
kind enoughto considerthe exchangeof my presentNote and yours under
referenceas constituting on the part of our two Governmentsthe necessary
formal approval. I also note thatyour Excellencywill begoodenoughto notify
the Governmentof Ugandaof this agreement.

Pleaseaccept,&c.

H. SIRRI

No. 3122


