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No. 3298. AGREEMENT’ FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES O~
AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARGEN-
TINE REPUBLIC CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC
ENERGY. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 29 JULY 1955

Whereasthe peacefulusesof atomic energyhold greatpromise for all man-
kind; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americaandthe Government
of the ArgentineRepublic desireto cooperatewith eachother in the development
of such peacefulusesof atomicenergy;and

Whereasthereis well advancedthe designanddevelopmentof severaltypes
of researchreactors(asdefinedin Article X of this Agreement); and

Whereasresearchreactorsareuseful in the productionof researchquantities
of radioisotopes,in medicaltherapyand in numerousotherresearchactivities and
at thesametimeare a meansof affordingvaluabletrainingandexperiencein nuclear
scienceandengineeringusefulin the developmentof otherpeacefulusesof atomic
energy including civilian nuclear power; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic desiresto pursuea re-
searchanddevelopmentprogramlooking towardtherealizationof the peacefuland
humanitarianuses of atomic energy and desiresto obtain assistancefrom the
Governmentof the United Statesof America and United Statesindustry with
respectto this program; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America,representedby the
United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission(hereinafterreferredto as the “Commis-
sion”), desiresto assistthe Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic in such a pro-
gram;

The Partiesthereforeagreeas follows

Article I

Subject to the limitations of Article V, the Partiesheretowill exchangeinfor-
mation in the following fields:

Cameinto force on 29 July 1955, in accordancewith aiticle VIII.
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A. Design, construction and operation of researchreactorsand their use as
research,development,andengineeringtools andin medicaltherapy.

B. Healthand safetyproblemsrelatedto the operationanduseof researchreac-
tors.

C. The use of radioactiveisotopesin physical and biological research,medical
therapy,agriculture,andindustry.

Article II

A. The Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic
uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU-235, subjectto the termsandconditionsprovid-
ed herein,as may be requiredas initial and replacementfuel in the operationof
researchreactorswhich the Governmentof theArgentineRepublic, in consultation
with the Commission,decidesto constructand as requiredin agreedexperiments
relatedthereto. Also, the Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof theArgen-
tine Republic uranium enrichedin the isotopeU-235, subject to the terms and
conditionsprovidedherein,as may be requiredas initial andreplacementfuel in
the operationof suchresearchreactorsas the Governmentof the ArgentineRepub-
lic may, in consultationwith the Commission,decide to authorizeprivate individ-
uals or private organizationsunder its jurisdiction to construct and operate,
providedthe Governmentof the Argentine Republic shallat all times maintain
sufficient control of the materialand the operationof the reactorto enablethe
Governmentof theArgentineRepublicto complywith the provisionsof this Agree-
ment andthe applicableprovisionsof the leasearrangement.

B. Thequantityof uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU-235transferredby the
Commissionandin the custodyof the Governmentof the ArgentineRepublicshall
not at any time be in excessof six (6) kilograms of containedtJ-235 in uranium
enrichedup to amaximum of twenty percent(20%) U-235, plus suchadditional
quantityas, in the opinion of the Commission,is necessaryto permit the efficient
and continuousoperationof the reactoror reactorswhile replacedfuel elements
are radioactivelycooling in Argentinaor while fuel elementsare in transit, it being
the intent of the Commissionto makepossiblethe maximumusefulnessof the six
(6) kilogramsof saidmaterial.

C. Whenanyfuel elementscontainingU-235leasedby the Commissionrequire
replacement,they shall be returnedto the Commissionand,except as may be
agreed,the form and contentof the irradiatedfuel elementsshall not be altered
after their removal from the reactorand prior to delivery to the Commission.

D. Theleaseof uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU-235 underthis Article shall
be at suchchargesandon suchterms andconditionswith respectto shipmentand
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delivery asmay be mutually agreedandunderthe conditionsstatedin Articles VI
andVII.

Article III

Subject to the availability of supply and as may be mutually agreed, the
Commissionwill sell or leasethrough such meansas it deemsappropriate,to the
Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic or authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction
suchreactormaterials,other than specialnuclearmaterials,as are not obtainable
on the commercialmarketandwhich arerequiredin theconstructionandoperation
of researchreactorsin Argentina. The saleor leaseof thesematerialsshallbe on
suchtermsasmaybe agreed.

Article IV

It is contemplatedthat, as providedin this Article, private individuals and
private organizationsin eitherthe United Statesor Argentinamay dealdirectly
with privateindividuals andprivateorganizationsin the othercountry. Accord-
ingly, with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof information as provided
in Article I, the Governmentof the United Stateswill permit personsunder its
jurisdiction to transferandexportmaterials,including equipmentanddevices,to,
and perform servicesfor, the Governmentof the Argentine Republic and such
personsunderits jurisdictionasare authorizedby theGovernmentof the Argentine
Republicto receiveandpossesssuchmaterialsandutilize suchservices,subject to

A. Limitations in Article V.

B. Applicable laws, regulationsandlicenserequirementsof the Government
of the United Statesand the Governmentof the Argentine Republic.

Article V

RestrictedData shall not be communicatedunder this Agreement,and no
materialsor equipmentand devicesshall be transferredand no servicesshall be
furnishedunder this Agreementto the Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic or
authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction if the transferof any suchmaterialsor
equipmentanddevicesor the furnishing of any suchservicesinvolvesthe commu-
nication of RestrictedData.

Article VI

A. The Governmentof the ArgentineRepublicagreesto maintainsuchsafe-
guardsas are necessaryto assurethat the uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU-235
leasedfrom the Commissionshall be usedsolely for the purposeagreedin accord-
ancewith thisAgreementandto assurethe safekeepingof this material.
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B. The Governmentof the ArgentineRepublicagreesto maintain suchsafe-
guardsas are necessaryto assurethat all otherreactormaterials,including equip-
ment and devices,purchasedin the United Statesunder this Agreementby the
Governmentof theArgentineRepublicor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction,
shallbeusedsolelyfor thedesign,construction,andoperationof researchreactors
which the Governmentof the ArgentineRepublicdecidesto constructandoperate
and for researchin connectiontherewith, except as may otherwisebe agreed.

C. In regardto researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreementthe
Governmentof theArgentineRepublicagreesto maintainrecordsrelatingto power
levelsof operationandburnupof reactorfuels andto makeannualreportsto the
Commissionon these subjects. If the Commissionrequests,the Government
of the ArgentineRepublicwill permit Commissionrepresentativesto observefrom
time to time the conditionanduseof anyleasedmaterialandto observethe per-
formanceof the reactorin which the material is used.

Article VII

GUARANTIES PRESCRIBED BY THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 1954

The Governmentof the ArgentineRepublicguaranteesthat

A. Safeguardsprovidedin Article VI shallbe maintained.

B. No material, including equipmentanddevices,transferredto the Govern-
ment of the Argentine Republic or authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction,
pursuantto this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be usedfor atomic
weaponsor for researchon or developmentof atomic weaponsor for any other
military purposes,andthat no suchmaterial,including equipmentanddevices,will
betransferredto unauthorizedpersonsorbeyondthejurisdiction of theGovernment
of the ArgentineRepublic except as the Commissionmay agreeto such transfer
to anothernationandthenonly if in the opinion of the Commissionsuchtransfer
falls within the scopeof an agreementfor cooperationbetweenthe United States
andthe othernation.

Article VIII

This Agreementshall enterinto force on July 29, 1955 and remain in force
until July28, 1960, inclusively, andshallbe subjectto renewalasmaybe mutually
agreed.

At theexpirationof this Agreementor an extensionthereof the Government
of the Argentine Republic shall deliver to the United Statesall fuel elements
containingreactorfuels leasedby the Commissionand any other fuel material
leasedby the Commission. Such fuel elementsand such fuel materialsshall be
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delivered to the Commission at a site in the United States designatedby the
Commissionat the expenseof the Governmentof theArgentineRepublic,andsuch
delivery shall be madeunder appropriatesafeguardsagainstradiation hazards
while in transit.

Article IX

It is the hope and expectationof the Parties that this initial Agreement for
Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextending to the
design,construction,andoperationof powerproducingreactors. Accordingly, the
Parties will consultwith eachother from time to time concerningthe feasibility
of an additionalagreementfor cooperationwith respectto theproductionof power
from atomicenergyin Argentina.

Article X

For the purposesof this Agreement

A. “Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic EnergyCommissionor
its duly authorizedrepresentatives.

B. “Equipment and devices” means any instrument or apparatus,and

includesresearchreactors,as definedherein, andtheir componentparts.

C. “Researchreactor” meansa reactorwhich is designedfor the production
of neutronsand other radiationsfor general researchanddevelopmentpurposes,
medical therapy, or training in nuclearscienceand engineering. The term does
not cover power reactors, power demonstation reactors, or reactors designed
primarily for the production of specialnuclearmaterials.

D. The terms “Restricted Data”, “atomic weapon”, and “special nuclear
material” are used in this Agreement as defined in the United States Atomic
EnergyAct of 1954.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto havecausedthis Agreethent to be
executedpursuantto duly constituted authority.

DONE at Washingtonin duplicate this twenty-ninth day of July, 1955.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America

Henry F. HOLLAND
AssistantSecretaryof Statefor Inter-AmericanAffairs

Lewis L. STRAUSS

Chairman,United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission

For the Governmentof the ArgentineRepublic

Hipólito J. PAZ
Ambassadorof theArgentine Republic
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