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No. 3127. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF EThIOPIA
PROVIDING FOR THE TERMINATION OF THE LEASE
OF THE GAMBEILA ENCLAVE. ADDIS ABABA, 5 JULY
AND 12 AUGUST 1955

I
Her Majesty’s Chargéd’Affaires at AddisAbaba to the Ethiopian Minister

for Foreign Affairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

AddisAbaba,July 5, 1955

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to refer to Article IV of the Treatyconcludedbetween
our two Governmentsand signed at Addis Ababa on May 15, 1902.2 As
your Excellency is aware, it is the view of Her Majesty’s Governmentin the
United Kingdom that the period of leaseof the Gambeilaenclaveunder the
term of that Article runsuntil theterminationof the condominiumin the Sudan,
which will representthe termination of Anglo-Egyptian governmentthere.
The legal terminationof the condominium will in their view actually take
effect at the momentwhenthe Governor-Generalof the Sudanhandsover his
powers to a new Governmentof the Sudan and leaves the country. This
transferof powermaybeexpectedto take placeduring the first quarterof 1957.

2. Her Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are nevertheless
awareof the desireof the Imperial EthiopianGovernmentto securean early
termination of the lease of the Gambeilaenclave. Accordingly I have the
honour to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Governmentin the
United Kingdom are prepared,without prejudice to the legal interpretation
of Article IV of the aforesaidTreatyandin theinterestsof meetingtheexpressed
desireof the Imperial Ethiopian Government,to agreethat the actual return
of the Gambeilaenclavein full sovereigntyto the Imperial EthiopianGovern-
ment shall take place during the flood seasonof 1956; that is to say, during

1 Cameinto force on 12 August 1955 by theexchangeof thesaid notes.

~Dc Martens, NouveauRecueilgeneral de Traités, troisièmesérie, tome II, p. 826.
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the period mid-July to mid-October;andshall be finally completedby mid-
October1956. I am also to proposethat July 1956 negotiationsshould begin
in Gambeilabetweenrepresentativesof your Governmentandof the Govern-
ment of the Sudanregardingdetailsof the hand-over,including inter alia such
matters as the disposalof physical assetsand the transfer of administration.

3. If the foregoing proposals are acceptableto the Imperial Ethiopian
GovernmentI have the honour to suggestthat the presentNote and your
Excellency’sreply to that effectshouldbe regardedasconstitutingan agreement
betweenour two Governmentsin this matter.

I avail, &c.
J. E. KILLICK

II

TheEthiopianMinisterforForeign Affairsto Her Majesty’sChargéd’Affaires

at AddisAbaba
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Addis Ababa,August 12, 1955
Sir,

I havethe pleasureto acknowledgereceiptof your Note of July 5, 1955,
readingas follows:—

[SeenoteI]

It is, further, apleasurefor me herebyto declarethe agreementof the
Imperial Ethiopian Governmentwith the provisions of paragraph2 of that
Note. In consequence,that paragraphof your Note under referenceandthe
presentreply shouldbe regardedasconstitutingan agreementbetweenour two
Governmentsin the matterto which thosetwo Notesrefer.

Accept, &c.
AKLILOU
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