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No. 3355. CONVENTION’ BETWEENTHE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND CANADA ON GREAT LAKES FISH-
ERIES. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 10 SEPTEM-
BER 1954

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Governmentof
Canada,

Taking note of the interrelationof fishery conservationproblemsand of the
desirability of advancingfishery researchin the Great Lakes,

Being awareof the declineof someof the Great Lakesfisheries,

Being concernedover the seriousdamageto some of these fisheries caused
by the parasiticsealampreyandthe continuingthreatwhich this lampreyconsti-
tutesfor other fisheries,

Recognizingthat joint andcoordinatedeffortsby the United Statesof America
andCanadaare essentialin orderto determinetheneedfor andthetypeof measures
which will make possible the maximum sustainedproductivity in Great Lakes
fisheriesof common concern,

Haveresolvedto concludeaconventionandhaveappointedastheir respective
Plenipotentiaries

The Governmentof the United Statesof America:

Walter Bedell Smith, Acting Secretaryof State of the United Statesof
America, and

William C. Herrington, Chairmanof the Delegationof the United Statesof

Americato the Great LakesFisheriesConference;and

The Governmentof Canada

Arnold Danford Patrick Heeney, AmbassadorExtraordinary and Pleni-
potentiaryof Canadato the United Statesof America,and

Stewart Bates,Chairman of the Delegationof Canadato the Great Lakes

FisheriesConference,

who, having communicatedto eachother their respectivefull powers, found in

good and dueform, haveagreedas follows

Cameinto force on 11 October 1955, by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification
at Ottawa,in accordancewith article XIII.
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Article I

This Conventionshall apply to Lake Ontario (including the St. Lawrence
River from Lake Ontario to the forty-fifth parallel of latitude), Lake Erie, Lake
Huron (including Lake St. Clair), Lake Michigan, Lake Superiorand their con-
nectingwaters,hereinafterreferredto as “the ConventionArea”. ThisConvention
shallalsoapplyto the tributariesof eachof the abovewatersto theextentnecessary
to investigateany stock of fish of commonconcern,the taking or habitatof which
is confinedpredominantlyto the ConventionArea, and to eradicateor minimize
the populationsof the sealamprey (Petromyzonmarinus) in the ConventionArea.

Article II

1. The Contracting Parties agreeto establishand maintain a joint com-
mission, to beknown as the GreatLakesFisheryCommission,hereinafterreferred
to as “the Commission”,andto be composedof two nationalsections,aCanadian
Section and a United StatesSection. Each Section shall be composedof not
more than threemembersappointedby the respectiveContractingParties.

2. EachSectionshall haveone vote. A decisionor recommendationof the
Commissionshall be madeonly with the approvalof bothSections.

3. EachContractingParty may establishfor its Section an advisorycom-
mittee for eachof the GreatLakes. The membersof eachadvisorycommitteeso
establishedshall havethe right to attend all sessionsof the Commissionexcept
thosewhich the Commissiondecidesto hold in camera.

Article III

1. At the first meetingof the Commissionand at every secondsubsequent
annual meeting thereafterthe membersshall select from among themselvesa
Chairmananda Vice-Chairman,each of whom shall hold office from the closeof
the annualmeeting at which he has beenselecteduntil the closeof the second
annual meeting thereafter. The Chairmanshall be selectedfrom one Section
and the Vice-Chairmanfrom the other Section. The offices of Chairman and
Vice-Chairmanshall alternatebiennially betweenthe Sections.

2. The seatof the Commissionshallbe at suchplacein the GreatLakesarea

as the Commissionmay designate.
3. The Commissionshall hold a regular annualmeetingat such place as it

may decide. It may hold such other meetingsas may be agreedupon by the
ChairmanandVice-Chairmanand at such time and place as they may designate.
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4. The Commissionshall authorizethe disbursementof funds for the joint
expensesof the Commissionand may employ personnel and acquire facilities
necessaryfor the performanceof its duties.

5. The Commissionshall makesuchrules andby-lawsfor the conductof its
meetingsand for the performanceof its dutiesandsuch financialregulationsas it
deemsnecessary.

6. The Commissionmay appointan ExecutiveSecretaryupon such termsas
it may determine.

7. The staffof theCommissionmaybe appointedby the ExecutiveSecretary
in the mannerdeterminedby the Commissionor appointedby the Commission
itself on termsto be determinedby it.

8. TheExecutiveSecretaryshall,subjectto suchrulesandproceduresasmay
be determinedby the Commission,havefull power and authority over the staff
andshall perform such functions as the Commissionmay prescribe. If the office
of ExecutiveSecretaryis vacant,the Commissionshallprescribewho shall exercise
suchpoweror authority.

Article IV

The Commissionshall havethe following duties

(a) to formulatea researchprogramor programsdesignedto determinethe need
for measuresto makepossible the maximum sustainedproductivity of any
stock of fish in the ConventionArea which, in the opinion of the Commission,
is of commonconcernto the fisheriesof theUnited Statesof AmericaandCanada
and to determinewhat measuresare bestadaptedfor suchpurpose

b) to coordinateresearchmadepursuantto such programsand, if necessary,to
undertakesuchresearchitself

c) to recommendappropriatemeasuresto the Contracting Partieson the basis
of the findings of suchresearchprograms

d) to formulate and implement a comprehensiveprogram for the purpose of
eradicatingor minimizing the sea lamprey populationsin the Convention
Area; and

e) to publish or authorize the publication of scientific and other information
obtainedby the Commissionin the performanceof its duties.

Article V

In order to carry out the dutiesset forth in Article IV, the Commissionmay

(a) conductinvestigations;
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(b) take measuresandinstall devicesin the ConventionArea and the tributaries
thereoffor lampreycontrol; and

(c) hold public hearingsin the United Statesof Americaand Canada.

Article VI

1. In theperformanceof its duties, theCommissionshall, in sofar as feasible,
makeuseof the official agenciesof the ContractingPartiesand of their Provinces
or Statesand may make use of private or other public organizations,including
internationalorganizations,or of any person.

2. TheCommissionmay seekto establishandmaintainworking arrangements
with public or private organizationsfor the purposeof furthering the objectives
of this Convention.

Article VII

Upon the requestof the Commissiona Contracting Party shall furnish such
information pertinentto the Commission’sdutiesasis practicable. A Contracting
Party may establish conditionsregardingthe disclosureof such information by
the Commission.

Article VIII

1. EachContractingPartyshalldetermineandpay theexpensesof its Section
Joint expensesincurred by the Commissionshall be paid by contributionsmade
by the ContractingParties. The form and proportionof the contributionsshall
be thoseapprovedby the ContractingParties after the Commissionhas made a
recommendation.

2. The Commission shall submit an annual budget of anticipatedjoint
expensesto the ContractingPartiesfor approval.

Article IX

The Commissionshall submit annually to the Contracting Partiesa report
on the dischargeof its duties. It shallmakerecommendationsto or advisethe
Contracting Partieswheneverit deemsnecessaryon any matter relating to the
Convention.

Article X

Nothingin this Conventionshall be construedaspreventingany of the States
of the United Statesof Americaborderingon the GreatLakesor, subject to their
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constitutionalarrangements,Canadaor the Provinceof Ontario from making or
enforcing laws or regulationswithin their respectivejurisdictions relativeto the
fisheriesof the GreatLakesso far as suchlaws or regulationsdo not precludethe
carrying out of the Commission’sduties.

Article XI

The ContractingPartiesagreeto enactsuch legislationas may be necessary
to give effect to the provisionsof this Convention.

Article XII

The ContractingPartiesshall jointly review in the eighth year of the opera-
tion of thisConventiontheactivities of the Commissionin relationto the objectives
of the Conventionin order to determinethe desirability of continuing, modifying
or terminating this Convention.

Article XIII

1. This Conventionshall be ratified andthe instrumentsof ratificationshall
be exchangedat Ottawa.

2. This Conventionshallenterinto force on the dateof the exchangeof the
instrumentsof ratification. It shall remainin force for ten yearsand shall con-
tinue in force thereafteruntil terminatedasprovidedherein.

3. Either ContractingPartymay, by giving two years’written noticeto the
other ContractingParty, terminatethis Conventionat the end of the initial ten-
yearperiodor at any time thereafter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respectivePlenipotentiarieshavesignedthe present
Convention.

DONE at Washington,in duplicate,this tenth day of September,1954.

FortheGovernmentof the UnitedStatesof America:

Walter Bedell SMITH
Wm. C. HERRINGTON

For the Governmentof Canada

A. D. P. HEENEY

StewartBATES
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