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No. 3357. AGREEMENT’ FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATESOF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VENEZUELA CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC
ENERGY. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 21 JULY 1955

Whereasthepeacefulusesof atomicenergyholdgreatpromiseforall mankind;
and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof AmericaandtheGovernment
of the Republic of Venezueladesireto cooperatewith eachother in the devel-
opment of such peaceful uses of atomic energy; and

Whereasthereis well advancedthe design anddevelopmentof severaltypes
of researchreactors(as definedin Article X of this Agreement); and

Whereasresearchreactorsareuseful in the productionof researchquantities
of radioisotopes,in medical therapy and in numerousother researchactivities
andat the sametime are a meansof affording valuabletraining and experience
in nuclear scienceand engineeringuseful in the developmentof other peaceful
uses of atomic energy including civilian nuclear power; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelahas established,
under DecreesNos. 97 and 98 signedon April 29th, 1954, by Colonel Marcos
PerezJimenez,Presidentof Venezuela,the autonomous“Institute of Neurology
andBrain Research”,andnow wishesto equip said Institutewith a medical and
researchreactor; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the Republic of Venezueladesiresto pursue
aresearchanddevelopmentprogramlooking towardtherealizationof thepeaceful
andhumanitarianusesof atomic energyanddesiresto obtain assistancefrom the
Governmentof the United Statesof America and United Statesindustry with
respectto this program; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America, representedby
the United StatesAtomic Energy Commission (hereinafter referred to as the

Cameinto force on 21 July 1955, in accordancewith article VIII.
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“Commissioner”), desiresto assistthe Governmentof the Republic of Venezuela
in such a program;

The Parties therefore agreeas follows

Article I

Subject to the limitations of Article V, the Parties hereto will exchange
information in the following fields

A. Design, constructionand operationof researchreactorsand their use
as research,development,and engineeringtools and in medical therapy.

B. Healthandsafetyproblemsrelatedto the operationand useof research
reactors.

C. The use of radioactive isotopes in physical and biological research,
medical therapy, agriculture, and industry.

Article II

A. TheCommissionwill leaseto theGovernmentof the Republicof Venezuela
uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU—235, subject to the terms and conditionspro-
vided herein,as may be requiredas initial andreplacementfuel in the operation
of researchreactorswhich the Governmentof the Republicof Venezuela,in consul-
tation with the Commission,decidesto constructandasrequiredin agreedexper-
iments related thereto. Also, the Commission will lease to the Government
of the Republic of Venezuelauranium enriched in the isotope U—235, subject
to the terms and conditionsprovided herein, as may be required as initial and
replacementfuel in the operationof such researchreactorsas the Government
of the Republic of Venezuelamay, in consultationwith the Commission,decide
to authorize private individuals or private organizationsunder its jurisdiction
to constructandoperate,providedthe Government,of the Republicof Venezuela
shall at all times maintain sufficient control of the material and the operation
of the reactorto enablethe Governmentof the Republicof Venezuelato comply
with the provisionsof this Agreementand the applicableprovisionsof the lease
arrangement.

B. The quantity of uranium enriched in the isotope U—235 transferred
by the Commissionand in the custody of the Governmentof the Republic of
Venezuelashallnotat any timebein excessof six (6) kilogramsof containedU-235
in uranium enrichedup to a maximum of twenty percent (20%) U—235, plus
such additional quantity as, in the opinion of the Commission, is necessaryto
permit the efficient and continuousoperation of the reactor or reactors while
replacedfuel elementsareradioactivelycooling in Venezuelaor while fuel elements
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are in transit, it beingthe intent of theCommissionto makepossiblethe maximum
usefulnessof the six (6) kilograms of said material.

C. When any fuel elementscontaining U—235 leasedby the Commission
require replacement,they shall be returned to the Commissionand, except as
may be agreed,the form and content of the irradiatedfuel elementsshall not
be alteredafter their removalfrom the reactorandprior to delivery to the Com-
mission.

D. The leaseof uranium enrichedin the isotope U—235 under this Article
shallbe at suchchargesandon suchtermsandconditionswith respectto shipment
and delivery as may be mutually agreedand under the conditionsstated in
Articles VI and VII.

Article III

Subject to the availability of supply and as may be mutually agreed,the
Commissionwill sell or leasethrough suchmeansas it deemsappropriate,to the
Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaor authorized personsunder its ju-
risdiction such reactormaterials, other than specialnuclearmaterials,asarenot
obtainableon the commercialmarketand which are requiredin the construction
and operationof researchreactorsin Venezuela. The sale or leaseof thesema-
terials shall be on such terms as may be agreed.

Article IV

It is contemplatedthat, as providedin this Article, private individuals and
privateorganizationsof the United Statesmay dealdirectlywith the Government
of the Republicof Venezuelaandwith thoseprivateorganizationsand with those
private individuals which the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelamay
authorize. Accordingly,with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof infor-
mation as providedin Article I, the Governmentof the UnitedStateswill permit
personsunderits jurisdiction to transferandexportmaterials,including equipment
and devices, to, and perform servicesfor, the Governmentof the Republic of
Venezuelaand such personsunderits jurisdiction as are authorizedby the Gov-
ernmentof the Republicof Venezuelato receiveand possesssuch materialsand
utilize such services,subject to

A. Limitations in Article V.

B. Applicablelaws,regulationsand licenserequirementsof the Government
of the United Statesand the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuela.
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Article V

RestrictedData shall not be communicatedunder this Agreement,and no
materialsor equipmentand devicesshall be transferredand no servicesshall be
furnishedunderthis Agreementto the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuela
or authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction if the transferof any such materials
or equipmentand devicesor the furnishing of any such services involves the
communicationof RestrictedData.

Article VI

A. The Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaagreesto maintainsuch
safeguardsas are necessaryto assurethat the uranium enrichedin the isotope
U—235 leasedfrom the Commissionshall be used solely for the purposeagreed
in accordancewith this Agreementandto assurethe safekeepingof this material.

B. The Governmentof the Republicof Venezuelaagreesto maintain such
safeguardsas are necessaryto assurethat all other reactormaterials, including
equipment and devices,purchasedin the United Statesunder this Agreement
by the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaor authorizedpersonsunder
its jurisdiction, shall be used solely for the design, construction,and operation
of researchreactorswhich the Governmentof the Republicof Venezueladecides
to constructand operateandfor researchin connectiontherewith, exceptas may
otherwise be agreed.

C. In regard to researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreement
the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaagreesto maintainrecordsrelating
to power levels of operationand burnup of reactor fuels and to make annual
reports to the Commissionon thesesubjects. If the Commissionrequests,the
Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelawill permit Commissionrepresentatives
to observefrom time to time the conditionanduseof any leasedmaterialandto
observe the performanceof the reactor in which the material is used.

Article VII

GUARANTIES PRESCRIBED BY THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 1954

The Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaguaranteesthat

A. Safeguardsprovided in Article VI shall be maintained.

B. No material, including equipmentand devices, transferredto the Gov-
ernmentof the Republicof Venezuelaor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction,
pursuantto this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be used for atomic
weaponsor for researchon or developmentof atomic weaponsor for any other
military purposes,and that no such material, including equipmentand devices,
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will be transferredto unauthorizedpersonsor beyond the jurisdiction of tile
Governmentof the Republic of Venezuelaexcept as the Commissionmay agree
to suchtransferto anothernation andthenonly if in theopinion of theCommission
such transfer falls within the scope of an agreementfor cooperationbetween
the United Statesand the other nation.

Article VIII

This Agreementshallenterinto force on July 21, 1955 and remain in force
until July20, 1960, inclusively, andshall be subjectto renewalas maybe mutually
agreed.

At the expiration of this Agreementor an extensionthereofthe Government
of the Republic of Venezuelashalldeliver to the United Statesall fuel elements
containing reactorfuels leasedby the Commissionand any other fuel material
leasedby the Commission. Such fuel elementsand such fuel materials shall
be delivered to the Commissionat a site in the United Statesdesignatedby the
Commission at the expenseof the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuela,
and such delivery shall be madeunder appropriatesafeguardsagainstradiation
hazardswhile in transit.

Article IX

It is the hope and expectationof the Partiesthat this initial Agreementfor
Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextending to the
design, construction,and operationof power producing reactors. Accordingly,
the Partieswill consultwith eachother from time to time concerningthe feasibility
of an additional agreementfor cooperation with respect to the production of
power from atomic energy in Venezuela.

Article X

For the purposesof this Agreement

A. “Commission” means the United StatesAtomic Energy Commission
or its duly authorized representatives.

B. “Equipment and devices” means any instrument or apparatus,and

includesresearchreactors,as definedherein,and their componentparts.

C. “Researchreactor” meansareactorwhich is designedfor the production
of neutronsand other radiationsfor generalresearchand developmentpurposes,
medical therapy, or training in nuclearscienceand engineering. The term does
not cover power reactors, power demonstrationreactors, or reactors designed
primarily for the production of specialnuclear materials.
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D. The terms “Restricted Data”, “atomic weapon”, and “special nuclear
material” are used in this Agreement as defined in the United StatesAtomic
Energy Act of 1954.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Partiesheretohavecausedthis Agreementto be
executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.

DONE at Washingtonin duplicatethis twenty-first day of July, 1955.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America

Henry F. HOLLAND
AssistantSecretaryof Statefor Inter-AmericanAffairs

Lewis L. STRAUSS

Chairman, United States Atomic Energy Commission

For the Governmentof the Republic of Venezuela

CésarGONZALEZ
Ambassadorof Venezuela
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