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No. 3393. MUTUAL DEFENSEASSISTANCEAGREEMENT1
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. SIGNED
AT BONN, ON 30 JUNE 1955

The United Statesof Americaandthe FederalRepublicof Germany,

Beingpartiesto the North Atlantic Treaty signedat Washingtonon April 4,
1949;2

Consideringtheir reciprocal pledgesunder i~rticle3 of the North Atlantic
Treaty separatelyand jointly with the other parties, by meansof continuous
andeffectiveself-helpandmutualaid, to maintainanddeveloptheir individual
andcollective capacityto resist armedattack;

Consciousof the desireto foster internationalpeaceand security through
measureswhich further the ability of nations dedicatedto the purposesand
principles of the Charter of the United Nations to participate effectively in
arrangementsfor collective self-defensein support of those purposes and
principles, andconsciousof the determinationto give their full cooperationto
United Nations collective security arrangementsand measuresand efforts to
obtain agreementon universal regulation and reduction of armamentsunder
adequateguaranteesagainstviolation or evasion;

Consideringthe support which the Governmentof the United Statesof
America has brought to theseprinciples by enactingthe Mutual Security Act
of 1954,which authorizesthefurnishingof military assistanceto certainnations;

Desiring to set forth the conditions which will govern the furnishing of
such assistance;

Haveagreedasfollows:

Article I

1. The Governmentof the United Statesof America will make available
to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany such equipment,
materials,services,or other assistanceas the Governmentof the United States
of America may authorizeand in accordancewith suchterms and conditions
asmaybe agreed. Suchassistanceas maybemadeavailableby the Government

‘Came into force on 27 December1955, upon the depositof the instrumentof ratification
by the FederalRepublicof Germanywith the Governmentof the United Statesof America, in
accordancewith article XI.

United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 34, p. 243, andVol. 126, p. 350.
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of the United Statesof America underthe agreementwill be furnishedunder
the authority andsubject to all of the terms, conditionsandterminationprovi-
sionsof the Mutual SecurityAct of 1954, actsamendatoryandsupplementary
theretoandappropriationactsthereunder. The furnishinganduseof anysuch
assistanceshall be consistentwith the principles of the Charterof the United
Nations andwith the principles of Article 3 of the North Atlantic Treaty.

2. The Governmentof theFederalRepublicof Germanywill makeeffective
use of assistancereceivedunder this agreementfor the purposeof promoting
an integrateddefenseof the North Atlantic area in accordancewith defense
plans formulatedby the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,and will not use
such assistancefor any act inconsistentwith the strictly defensivecharacterof
the North Atlantic Treaty, or, without the prior consentof the Government
of theUnited Statesof America,for anyother purpose. Thetwo Governments
will establish arrangementsin which both Governmentswill participate to
ensurethat equipmentandmaterialsreceivedunderthis agreement,otherthan
equipmentor material sold under Section 106 of the Mutual Security Act of
1954, and no longer required or usedexclusively for the purposefor which
they were furnished or in accordancewith the terms and conditions under
which they werefurnishedwill be offeredfor returnto the Governmentof the
United Statesof America for appropriatedisposition.

3. In the common security interestof the parties, the Governmentof the
FederalRepublicof Germanywill not transferto any personnot an officer or
agentof that Government,or to any nation other than the United Statesof
America, title to or possessionof any equipment,materials,property, informa-
tion, or servicesfurnishedpursuantto this Agreementwithout the prior consent
of the Governmentof the United Statesof America.

4. The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanymay useequip-
ment,materials,or servicesacquiredfrom the Governmentof the United States
of America on a reimbursablebasis underthe agreement(exchangeof notes)
of November23, 1953,’ for the purposefor which it will use equipment,mate-
rials, or servicesacquiredunderthis Agreement.

Article II

1. The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanywill makeavail-
able to the Governmentof the United Statesof America and to such other
governmentsasthe partiesheretomay in eachcaseagreeupon,suchequipment,
materials, services,or other assistanceas may be authorized, in accordance

‘United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 224, p. 107.
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with suchtermsandconditionsasmaybe agreedbetweenthe two Governments.
The furnishing anduseof suchassistanceshallbeconsistentwith the principles
of the Charterof the United Nations and with the obligationsunderArticle 3
of the North Atlantic Treaty.

2. In conformity with the principle of mutual aid, the Governmentof the
FederalRepublic of Germanywill facilitate the production andtransferto the
Governmentof the United Statesof America, for suchperiodof time, in such
quantitiesand upon such terms and conditionsas may be agreed,of raw and
semi-processedmaterialsrequiredby the United Statesof America as a result
of deficienciesor potential deficienciesin its own resources,andwhich may be
available in the territory of the FederalRepublic of Germany. Arrangements
shall give due regardto the requirementsof the FederalRepublic of Germany
for domesticuse andcommercialexport of such materials.

Article III

The two Governmentswill, upon the requestof either of them,negotiate
appropriatearrangementsrelatingto the exchangeof patentrights andtechnical
information for defense,in order to expeditesuch exchangesand at the same
time protectprivate interestsand maintain necessarysecuritysafeguards.

Article IV

1. The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanywill take such
security measuresas may be agreedbetweenthe two Governmentsin order
to prevent the disclosure or compromiseof classified equipment, materials,
services,or information furnishedpursuantto this Agreement.

2. Each Government will, consistent with security requirements,take
appropriatemeasuresto keep the public informed of operationsunder this
Agreement.

Article V

The two Governmentswill establishprocedureswherebythe Government
of the Federal Republic of Germany will so deposit, segregateor assuretitle
to all funds allocatedto or derivedfrom any programof assistanceundertaken
by the Governmentof the United Statesof America so that such funds shall
not, unlessotherwiseagreedhereafter,be subjectto garnishment,attachment,
seizureor otherlegal processby anyperson,firm, agency,corporation,organiza-
tion or government.

No. 3393
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Article VI

The Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanywill grant tax relief
to activities of the Governmentof the United Statesof America under this
Agreement,or any similar agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United
Statesof America andthe governmentof any other country receiving military
assistance,in accordancewith the Agreement betweenthe United Statesof
America and the FederalRepublic of Germany ConcerningTax Relief to be
Accordedby theFederalRepublicto UnitedStatesExpendituresin the Interest
of the CommonDefense,signedat Bonn, October15, 1954.’

Article VII

The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanywill makeavailable
to the Governmentof the United Statesof America Germancurrencyfor the
use of the Governmentof the United Statesof America in adequateamounts
for its administrativeandoperatingexpendituresin connectionwith this agree-
ment. Discussionswill be initiated forthwith with a view to determiningthe
nature of the expendituresandthe amountof such currency.

Article VIII

The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germanywill receive in its
territory personnelof the Governmentof the United Statesof America,including
personneltemporarily assigned,who will dischargethe responsibilitiesof the
Governmentof the United Statesof America with respectto the equipment~
materials, and servicesfurnishedby the latter Government. Such personnel
will operateas part of the Embassyof the United Statesof Americaunderthe
direction and control of the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission of the United
Statesof America. Thesepersonnelwill be accordedauthority and facilities
to carry out continuousobservationandreview of operationsunderthe program
of assistanceprovidedunderthis agreement,includingthe utilization of military
assistancefurnishedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America, and
the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germanywill provideany informa-
tion as to thesematterswhich may be requestedby the Governmentof the
UnitedStatesof America. Thepersonnel,including dependents,will bedivided
into two categories

a) Upon appropriatenotification by the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission of
the United Statesof America, full diplomatic statuswill be grantedto the
senior military memberand the senior Army, Navy and Air Force officer
assignedthereto,andto their respectiveimmediatedeputies.

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 239, p. 135.
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b) The second category of personnel will enjoy privileges and immunities
conferredby internationalcustom, as recognizedby each Government,to
certaincategoriesof personnelof theEmbassyof the UnitedStatesof America,
suchas theimmunity from civil andcriminal jurisdictionof thehostcountry,
immunity of official papers from search and seizure,right of free egress,
exemptionfrom custom dutiesor similar taxesor restrictionsin respectof
personallyownedpropertyimportedinto the hostcountryby suchpersonnel
for their personaluse and consumption,without prejudice to the existing
regulationson foreign exchange,exemption from internal taxation by the
host country upon salaries of such personnel. Privileges and courtesies
incident to diplomatic status, such as diplomatic automobile licenseplates,
inclusionon the “ diplomaticlist “, andsocial courtesiesmay be waived by
theGovernmentof the UnitedStatesof Americafor this categoryof personnel.

It is understoodbetweenthe two Governmentsthat the number of personnel
in the two categoriesabovewill be kept as low as possible. In the event that
the status, privileges and immunities of such personnelin any other North
Atlantic Treaty country are modified pursuantto agreementwith such other
country, the Governmentof the United Statesof America will interposeno
objection to amendingthis agreementin order that the status,privileges and
immunitiesprovidedshallconformto thosein suchotherNorth Atlantic Treaty
country.

Article IX

The Governmentof the Federal Republic of Germany will consistent
with its rights and obligationsas a memberof the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganizationandunderThe Conventionon Relationsbetweenthe Three Powers
andthe FederalRepublicof Germanyand its RelatedConventionsas amended
by the Protocol on the Termination of the OccupationRegime in the Federal
Republic of Germany.’

a) join in promotinginternationalunderstandingandgood will andmaintaining
world peace;takesuchaction as may be mutually agreedupon to eliminate
causesof internationaltension;and fulfill the military obligationswhich it
has assumedunder multilateral or bilateral agreements,treatiesor other
instrumentsto which the United Statesof America is a party or in which
the United Statesof Americahasan interest;

b) make, consistentwith its political andeconomicstability and international
obligations the full contribution permitted by its manpower, resources,

1 UnitedStatesof America: Treatiesand Other International Acts Series3425.
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facilities, andgeneraleconomicconditionto thedevelopmentandmaintenance
of its own defensivestrength and the defensivestrengthof the free world
andtake all reasonablemeasureswhich may be neededto developits defense
capacities.

Article X

In order to safeguardthe common interestsand the resourcesof the two
Governments,the Governmentof the Federal Republic of Germany will
cooperatewith the Governmentof the United Statesof America in the imple-
mentationof securitycontrolsagreedor to be agreedover the export of strategic
goods.

Article XI

1. This Agreementshallenterinto force upon the depositof an instrument
of ratification by the FederalRepublic of Germany with the Governmentof
the United Statesof America and shall continue in force until one year after
the receipt by either party of written noticeof the intention of the otherparty
to terminateit, exceptthat the provisionsof Article I, paragraphs2 and3, and
arrangementsenteredinto underArticle I, paragraph2, Article III, Article IV,
paragraph1, and Article V, shall remain in force unless otherwiseagreedby
the two Governments.

2. Thetwo Governmentsshall, upon the requestof eitherof them, consult
regarding any matter relating to the applicationor amendmentof this Agree-
ment. Suchconsultationshalltakeinto account,whereappropriate,agreements
concludedby eitherGovernmentin connectionwith the carrying out of Article
9 of the North Atlantic Treaty.

3. The two Governmentswill, from time to time, negotiate detailed
arrangementsnecessaryto carry out the provisions of this Agreement.

4. This Agreementshall be registeredwith the Secretariatof the United
Nations.

DONE at Bonn, in duplicate in the English and German languages,both
texts authentic, this thirtieth day of June 1955.

For the United Statesof America

JamesBryant CONANT

For the FederalRepublicof Germany
v. BRENTANO
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NOTE

The AmericanEmbassyto the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the FederalRepublic
of Germany

No. 65

The Embassyof the United Statesof America presentsits compliments
to the FederalMinistry for Foreign Affairs and has the honor to refer to the
Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreementbetweenthe FederalRepublic of Ger-
many andthe United Statesof America,signedtoday at Bonn,’ andto confirm
the understandingthat, in the courseof carrying out the observationandreview
functionsprovided by Article VIII thereof, the personnelof the United States
will perform suchfunctions in consultationwith the appropriateauthoritiesof
the FederalRepublicand,consistentwith operationalnecessities,in accordance
with such proceduresas may be generally followed in other countrieswith
which the UnitedStateshassimilar agreements.

The AmericanEmbassy
Bonn/BadGodesberg,June30, 1955

1 Seep. 54 of this volume.
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