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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 3409. TREATY’ OF TRADE AND NAVIGATION BE-
TWEENTHE UNION OFSOVIETSOCIALIST REPUBLICS
AND THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA. SIGNED AT
VIENNA, ON 17 OCTOBER 1955

The Presidiumof the SupremeSoviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
RepublicsandthePresidentof the Republicof Austria, desiringto promotein
every way the developmentof economicrelations betweenthe two countries
on a basisof equalityandmutualadvantage,haveresolvedto concludea Treaty
of TradeandNavigationandhavefor this purposeappointedastheir plenipoten-
tiaries

The Presidiumof the SupremeSoviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Mr. Ivan Grigorevich Kabanov, Minister of Foreign Trade of the
Union of SovietSocialistRepublics;

ThePresidentof the Republic of Austria:
Mr. Leopold Figl, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

Austria,

who, having exchangedtheir full powers, found in good and due form, have
agreedas follows

Article 1

The Union of SovietSocialist Republicsandthe Republicof Austria shall
unconditionally grant each other most-favoured-nationtreatment in matters
relatingto tradeandnavigationbetweenthetwo countries.

They shall, within the framework of their relevant legislation, take all
appropriatemeasuresto facilitateanddevelopthereciprocalexchangeof goods
andservices.

Article 2

Neither ContractingParty shall, in relation to imports from or exports to
theterritory of the otherParty, apply anyrestrictions,prohibitionsor formalities
which in this regardare notappliedto all othercountries.

1 Cameinto force on 17 February1956 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification at
Moscow, in accordancewith article 13.
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Article 3

The Contracting Parties shall grant each other most-favoured-nation
treatmentin all mattersrelating to customsduties, import and exportcharges
and the internal taxationof imported goods,andwith regardto all regulations
concerning such matters.

Natural and manufacturedproducts originating in the territory of one
ContractingParty shall accordingly,on being imported into or exportedto the
territory of the other ContractingParty, in no casebe subject,with regardto
duties,taxesor charges,to treatmentlessfavourablethan thataccordedto similar
natural and manufacturedproducts originating in the territory of the most-
favoured nation.

Natural and manufacturedproducts originating in the territory of one
ContractingParty which havebeenconveyedin transit through the territory
of oneor morethird Statesshallnot be liable, on importationinto the territory
of the otherContractingParty, to duties, taxesor chargeshigher thanthoseto
which theywould havebeenliable if theyhadbeenimporteddirectly from their
country of origin. This provision shall also apply to goodswhich, while in
transit, are trans-shipped,repackedor warehoused.

The ContractingPartiesshallgranteachothermost-favoured-nationtreat-
ment with regardto the procedurefor collectingcustomsduties,the application
of tariffs andthe classificationof goods, the interpretationof customstariffs,
customsdrawback, re-export, trans-shipmentandwarehousing.

Article 4

Natural and manufacturedproducts originating in the territory of one
ContractingParty shall not be liable, after importationinto the territory of the
otherParty, to any internal taxesor chargesother or higher than thosewhich
are or may hereafterbe imposedon similar naturaland manufacturedproducts
originating in the territoryof any third country.

Article 5

The provisionsof articles2, 3 and 4 of this Treaty shall not extendto

(a) Advantageswhich havebeenor may hereafterbe grantedby either
Contracting Party to adjacentStates for the purpose of facilitating frontier
relations with those States;

(b) Advantagesarising out of a customsunion which has beenor may
hereafterbe concludedbetweenone of the ContractingParties and any third
State.

No. 3409
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Article 6

Subjectto compliancewith the existingregulationsconcerningtemporary
admissionto the territory of either Contracting Party, the following articles
shall, on importationor exportation, be exemptfrom customsdutiesandother
charges:

(a) Sampleswhich cannot be used as articles of consumption;

(b) Articles, including machinesand machineparts, imported for experi-
ments, testsor repair;

(c) Marked containersandreceptaclesnormally usedin tradeandintended
for the conveyanceof goods;

(d) Articles intendedfor exhibitions, competitionsand fairs.

Article 7

Thevesselsof eitherContractingParty andtheir cargoesshall,with regard
to entering and clearing and while stayingin a port of the other Contracting
Party,be accordedmost-favoured-nationtreatmentin all respects.

Theprovisionsof this articleshallnot extendto

(a) The performanceof harbour services,including pilotage and towage
in ports, eachContractingParty reservingthe right to perform theseseri.rices;

(b) Coastal shipping; nevertheless,vessels of either Contracting Party
proceedingfrom one port of the other Party to another, for the purposeof
landing all or part of the cargo broughtfrom abroad,or of taking on boardall
or part of a cargofor a foreigndestination,shallnot be regardedasengagedin
coastalshipping.

Article 8

The nationality of vesselsshall be reciprocally recognizedin accordance
with the laws and regulationsof eachof the ContractingParties,on the basis
of the papersand certificatescarriedby the vesseland issuedby the competent
authoritiesof the Party concerned.

Papersrelating to the constructionof the vessel,its equipmentandcrew,
andalso certificatesof measurementand registrationandother relatedtechnical
ship’s paperscarriedby the vesseland issuedor recognizedby one of the Con-
tractingPartiesshall also berecognizedby the otherparty.

Article 9

In view of the fact that, under the laws of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, foreign trade is a State monopoly, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republicsshallmaintain in the Republicof Austria aTradeDelegation,the legal

No. 3’109
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statusof which shallbe governedby the provisionsof the annexto this Treaty,
which shall constitutean integral part thereof.

Article JO
Bodies corporateand commercialcompaniesconstitutedin the territory

of oneContractingPartyshallbeequally recognizedin the territory of the other
and shall, togetherwith individuals, enjoy the sametreatmentas the bodies
corporate,commercialcompaniesand individuals of the most-favourednation.

Bodiescorporate,commercialcompaniesandindividuals of oneContracting
Party shallbeentitledto appearin the courtsof theotherPartyeitherasplaintiffs
or in defenceof theirinterests.

Article 11

Bodiescorporate,commercialcompaniesand individuals of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and bodies corporate,commercial companiesand
individuals of the Republic of Austria may agreethat disputesarising out of
commercialcontractsshall be submitted to arbitration. The agreementcon-
cerningarbitration,whetherarbitrationby a permanentbody or an ad hocbody
for eachdispute,shallbeembodiedin thecontractitselfor in aseparateagreement
drawn up in the form required for the contract. Such an agreementshall
precluderecourseto theStatecourts of the ContractingParties.

The ContractingPartiesundertaketo enforcein their territoriesanyarbitral
awardsmadein accordancewith anagreementasreferredto in thefirst paragraph
of this article.

The enforcementof an arbitral awardmaynot be refusedunless

(a) The arbitral awardhasnot becomefinal and operativeunder the law
of the countryin which it was made;

(b) The arbitralawardcompelsoneParty to the disputeto takesomeaction
which is contraryto thelaws of the countryin whichenforcementof the award
is sought;

(c) The arbitralawardis contraryto public policy in the country in which
enforcementof the award is sought.

The enforcementof arbitral awardsshall be governedby the laws of the
country in which enforcementis sought.

Article 12

The ContractingPartiesshall promotethe exchangeof experiencein the
fields of industry,agriculture,forestryandtransportbetweenthe two countries
on mutually advantageousterms.

No. 3409
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Article 13

This Treaty shall be ratified assoonaspossibleand shall comeinto force
on the day of the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification, which shall take
place at Moscow.

TheTreaty shall remainin force for a periodof five years. If neitherof the
ContractingPartiesgives notice in writing twelve monthsbefore the expiration
of the said periodof its desireto terminatethe Treaty, the Treaty shall remain
in force until suchtime as one of the Partiesgives twelve months’ noticeof its
intention to terminate it.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the plenipotentiariesof the two ContractingParties
havesignedthis Treaty andhaveaffixed theretotheir seals.

DONE at Vienna, on 17 October 1955, in duplicate, in the Russianand
German languages,both texts being equally authentic.

By authorization By authorization
of the Presidium of the of the President

SupremeSoviet of the Union of of the Republic
Soviet Socialist Republics: of Austria

KABANOV FIGL

[SEAL] [SEAL]

ANNEX

THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE TRADE DELEGATION OF THE UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICSIN THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA

Article 1

The Trade Delegationof the Union of SovietSocialist Republicsin Austria shall
exercisethe following functions; it will

(a) Promotethe developmentof economicrelationsbetweenthe USSRandthe Re-
public of Austria;

(b) Representthe interestsof the Union of SovietSocialist Republicsin Austria
in all mattersrelating to foreign trade;

(c) Carry on tradebetweenthe USSRandthe Republicof Austria.

Article 2

The TradeDelegationshall form an integralpartof the Embassyof the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republicsin Austria and shall haveits headquartersat Vienna. The
TradeDelegationshallhavea branchoffice at Linz.
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The TradeDelegateof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsin Austria and his
threedeputiesshallenjoyall the immunitiesandprivilegesaccordedto membersof diplo-
matic missions.

In additionto the personsreferredto in the foregoingparagraph,the employeesof
the TradeDelegationwho arecitizensof the USSRshallbe exemptfrom Austriantaxa-
tion on theemolumentsthey receivein the serviceof the Governmentof the Union of
the SovietSocialistRepublics.

The premisesoccupied by the Trade Delegationshall enjoy extra-territoriality.
TheTradeDelegationshallbe entitledto usea cipher.
The TradeDelegationshallnotbe subjectto anyregulationsgoverningcommercial

registration.

Article 3

The TradeDelegationshallacton behalfof theGovernmentof the Union of Soviet
SocialistRepublics. The Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsshall
beresponsibleonlyfor commercialcontractsconcludedorguaranteedin Austriaon behalf
of the TradeDelegationandsignedby authorizedpersons.

The TradeDelegationshallpublish in theGovernmentpublicationof the Republic
of Austriathe namesof the personsauthorizedto take legalactionon its behalf,and in-
formationconcerningtheextenttowhicheachsuchpersonisempoweredto signcommer-
cial contractson its behalf. Any changesshall be publishedin the samepublication.

Any commercialcontractsconcludedwithout theguaranteeof theTradeDelegation
by any Sovietorganizationswhatsoevershall be binding only on the organizationsin
question,andexecutionin respectof suchcontractsmaybeleviedonly on theirproperty.

Article 4

The immunitiesandprivilegesaccordedto theTrade Delegationshallextendto its
commercialactivities,with the following exceptions

(a) Disputesarising out of commercialcontracts concludedor guaranteedin the
territoryof Austriaby the TradeDelegationshall, in theabsenceof an arbitrationagree-
ment,besubjectto thejurisdictionof theAustriancourtsandshallbesettledin accordance
with Austrianlaw, saveas otherwiseprovidedby the termsof individual contracts. No
interimordersmay, however,be madeagainstthe TradeDelegation;

(b) Final judicial decisionsagainstthe TradeDelegationin the disputesreferredto
in paragraph(a) maybe enforcedby execution,butsuchexecutionmayonly beleviedon
the Delegation’sgoodsand the claimsoutstandingto its credit.
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