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No. 3412. AGREEMENT1 FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NETHER-
LANDS CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC
ENERGY. SIGNEDAT WASHINGTON, ON 18 JULY 1955

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americaandthe Govern-
ment of the Netherlands,mindful of the fact that atomic energy is capableof
application for peaceful purposeswhich hold greatpromise for all mankind,
desireto cooperatewith eachother in developingandfurthering the beneficial
usesof atomic energy;

Whereasthere is well advancedthe design and developmentof several
typesof researchreactors(as defined in Article I of this Agreement)which are
useful in productionof radioisotopes,in medicaltherapy,andin numerousother
researchactivities, and which are a meansof affording valuabletraining and
experiencein nuclearscienceandengineeringuseful in the developmentof other
peacefulusesof atomic energy,including civilian nuclearpower;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the Netherlandsdesiresto pursuea research
and developmentprogramlooking toward the realizationof peacefuland hu-
manitarianusesof atomicenergywhich it hasundertaken,anddesiresto obtain
assistancefrom the Governmentof the United Statesof America and United
Statesindustrywith respectto this program;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America representedby
the United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission(hereinafterreferredto as the
“Commission”), desiresto assistthe Governmentof the Netherlandsin sucha
program;

Now therefore, the Parties to this Agreement, the Governmentof the
United Statesof America and the Governmentof the Netherlands,agreeas
follows

1 Came into force on 30 December1955, the day after receiptby the Governmentof the
United Statesof America of a formal communiquéfrom the Governmentof the Netherlands
that thenecessaryconstitutionallyrequiredapprovalhadbeenobtained,in accordancewith articleXI.
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Article I

For purposesof this Agreement:

A. “Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic Energy Commission
or its duly authorizedrepresentatives.

B. “Equipment and devices” means any instrument or apparatus,and
includes researchreactors,as definedherein,andtheir componentparts.

C. “Researchreactors”meansa reactorwhich is designedfor theproduction
of neutronsandotherradiationsfor generalresearchanddevelopmentpurposes,
medical therapy, or training in nuclear scienceand engineering. The term
doesnotcoverpowerreactors,powerdemonstrationreactors,or reactorsdesigned
primarily for the productionof specialnuclearmaterials.

D. The terms “RestrictedData”, “atomic weapon”, and “special nuclear
material” are usedin this Agreementas defined in the United StatesAtomic
Energy Act of 1954.

Article II

Subject to the limitations of Article VI, the Partieshereto will exchange
information in the following fields:

A. The design,constructionand operationof researchreactorsand their
use as research,developmentand engineeringtools and in medical therapy.

B. Health andsafetyproblemsrelatedto the operationanduseof research
reactors.

C. The use of radioactive isotopesin physical and biological research,
medical therapy, agriculture and industry.

Article III

A. The Commission will lease to the Governmentof the Netherlands
uranium enriched in the isotope U-235, subject to the terms and conditions
providedherein,as may be requiredas initial andreplacementfuel in the opera-
tion of researchreactorswhich the Governmentof the Netherlands,in consulta-
tion with the Commission,decidesto constructandas requiredin agreedexperi-
mentsrelated thereto. Also, the Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof
the Netherlandsuranium enriched in the isotope U-235, subject to the terms
and conditionsprovided herein,as may be requiredas initial and replacement
fuel in the operationof suchresearchreactorsas the Governmentof the Nether-
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lands may, in consultationwith the Commission,decide to authorize private
individualsor privateorganizationsunderitsjurisdictionto constructandoperate,
providedthe Governmentof the Netherlandsshallat all timesmaintainsufficient
control of the materialand the operationof the reactorto enable the Govern-
ment of the Netherlandsto comply with the provisionsof this Agreementand
the applicableprovisionsof the leasearrangement.

B. The quantityof uranium enrichedin the isotope U-235 transferredby
the Commissionand in the custodyof the Governmentof the Netherlandsshall
not at any time be in excessof six (6) kilograms of containedU-235 in uranium
enrichedup to a maximumof twenty percent(20%)U-235,plussuchadditional
quantityas,in the opinionof the Commission,is necessaryto permit theefficient
andcontinuousoperationof the reactoror reactorswhile replacedfuel elements
areradioactivelycooling in the Netherlandsor while fuel elementsare in transit,
it being the intent of the Commissionto makepossiblethe maximumusefulness
of the six (6) kilograms of said material.

C. When any fuel elementscontainingU-235 leasedby the Commission
require replacement,they shall be returnedto the Commission, and, except
asmay be agreed,the form andcontentof theirradiatedfuel elementsshallnot
be altered after their removal from the reactor and prior to delivery to the
Commission.

D. The leaseof uranium enrichedin the isotopeU-235 under this Article
shallbe at suchchargesandon suchtermsandconditionswith respectto ship-
ment and delivery as may be mutually agreedand under the conditionsstated
in Articles VII and VIII.

Article IV

A. Subjectto the availability of supplyandasmay bemutually agreed,the
Commissionwill sell or lease,throughsuch meansas it deemsappropriate,to
the Governmentof the Netherlandsor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction
such reactormaterials,other thanspecialnuclearmaterials,asarenot obtainable
on the commercialmarket in the United Statesandwhich are required in the
constructionand operationof researchreactorsin the Netherlands. The sale
or leaseof thesematerialsshall be on suchterms as may beagreed.

B. With respectto heavywater, it is the intent of the Governmentof the
United Statesto makeavailableat this time to the Governmentof the Nether-
landsby saleor leaseonly suchquantitiesthereofas may be neededin research
reactorsin the Netherlands. However, the Governmentof the United States
recognizesthat additionalquantitiesof heavywatermay be neededin the future
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asthework of the Governmentof the Netherlandson the developmentof electric
power from atomic energy progresses. Accordingly, the Governmentof the
United Statesdeclaresthat, at suchtime, it will discusswith the Government
of the Netherlandsthe matter of supplying the needsof that Governmentfor
heavy water for non-military purposes. Such additional supply as may be
agreedshall be made available by the Commissionto the Governmentof the
Netherlandsunder this Agreement.

Article V

It is contemplatedthat, asprovidedin this Article, privateindividuals and
private organizationsin either the United Statesor the Netherlandsmay deal
directly with private individuals andprivateorganizationsin the othercountry,
andthat private individuals andprivate organizationsin the United Statesmay
deal directly with the Governmentof the Netherlands. Accordingly, with
respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof information asprovidedin Article
II, the Governmentof the United Stateswill permit personsunder its juris-
diction to transfer and export materials,including equipmentand devices, to
andperform servicesfor the Governmentof the Netherlandsandsuchpersons
under its jurisdiction as areauthorizedby the Governmentof the Netherlands
to receiveandpossesssuchmaterialsandutilize suchservices,subjectto

A. Limitations in Article VI.

B. Applicable laws, regulationsand licenserequirementsof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesandthe Governmentof the Netherlands.

Article VI

RestrictedDatashallnot be communicatedunderthis Agreement,and no
materialsor equipmentanddevicesshallbe transferredandno servicesshallbe
furnished under this Agreement to the Governmentof the Netherlandsor
authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction if the transferof any suchmaterials
or equipmentanddevicesor the furnishing of any such servicesinvolves the
communicationof RestrictedData.

Article VII

A. The Governmentof theNetherlandsagreesto maintainsuchsafeguards
as are necessaryto assurethat the uranium enrichedin the isotopeU-235 leased
from the Commissionshallbeusedsolely for the purposesagreedin accordance
with this Agreementandto assurethesafekeepingof this material.

B. The Governmentof theNetherlandsagreesto maintainsuchsafeguards
as are necessaryto assurethat all other reactormaterials,including equipment
anddevices,purchasedin the United Statesof Americaunderthis Agreement
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by the Governmentof the Netherlandsor authorizedpersonsunder its juris-
diction, shallbeusedsolelyfor thedesign,construction,andoperationof research
reactorswhich the Governmentof the Netherlandsdecidesto constructand
operateand for researchin connectiontherewith, except as may otherwisebe
agreed.

C. In regard to researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreement
the Governmentof the Netherlandsagreesto maintainrecordsrelatingto power
levels of operationandburn-up of reactorfuels andto makeannualreportsto
the Commissionon thesesubjects. If the Commissionrequests,the Govern-
ment of the Netherlandswill permit Commissionrepresentativesto observe
from time to time the condition and use of any leasedmaterialandto observe
the performanceof the reactorin which the materialis used.

Article VIII

GUARANTIES PRESCRIBED BY THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 1954

The Governmentof the Netherlandsguaranteesthat:

A. Safeguardsprovidedin Article VII shall be maintained.

B. No material,including equipmentanddevices,transferredto the Gov-
ernmentof theNetherlandsor authorizedpersonsunderitsjurisdiction, pursuant
to this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be usedfor atomicweapons
or for researchon or developmentof atomicweaponsor for any othermilitary
purpose, and that no such material, including equipmentand devices, will
betransferredto unauthorizedpersonsor beyondthejurisdiction of the Govern-
ment of the Netherlandsexceptas the Commissionmay agreeto suchtransfer
to anothernation andthenonly if in the opinionof the Commissionsuchtransfer
falls within the scopeof an agreementfor cooperationbetweenthe United
Statesandthe othernation.

Article IX

At the expirationof this Agreementor any extensionthereofthe Govern-
ment of the Netherlandsshall deliver to the United Statesall fuel elements
containingreactorfuels leasedby the Commissionandany other fuel material.
leasedby the Commissionat the expenseof the Governmentof theNetherlands,
andsuchdelivery shall be madeunderappropriatesafeguardsagainstradiation
hazardswhile in transit.
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Article X

It is the hopeandexpectationof the Partiesthat this initial Agreementfor
Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextendingto the
design,construction,andoperationof powerproducingreactors. Accordingly,
thePartieswill consultwith eachotherfrom timeto time concerningthe feasibil-
ity of an additional agreementfor cooperationwith respectto the production
of powerfrom atomicenergyin the Netherlands.

Article XI

This Agreementshall enterinto force on the date of its formal execution
by bothParties,butno soonerthanthedayafterreceiptby theGovernmentof the
United Statesof Americaof a formal Communiqueon behalfof the Government
of theNetherlands,communicatingto the former that the necessaryconstitution-
ally requiredapprovalhasbeenobtained,andshall remainin force for a period
of five (5) yearsfrom that date. This Agreementshall be subject to renewalas
may be mutually agreed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Partiesheretohavecausedthis Agreementto be
executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.

DONE at Washingtonin duplicatethis eighteenthday of July, 1955.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:

Walworth BARBOUR
DeputyAssistantSecretaryof Statefor EuropeanAffairs

Lewis L. STRAUSS

Chairman, United States Atomic Energy Commission

For the Governmentof the Netherlands:
S. G. M. VAN VOORST TOT VOORST

Chargéd’Affaires ad interim
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