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No. 3431. HIGHWAY CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC
OF PANAMA. SIGNED AT PANAMA, ON 14 SEPTEMBER
1950

The United Statesof Americaandthe Republicof Panama,
Having in mind their interestin the maintenanceof highwaysessentialto

the security and defenseof the PanamaCanal, have decided to concludea
Highway Convention,andto this endhavedesignatedastheir Plenipotentiaries
ThePresidentof the United Statesof America

The HonorableMonnett B. Davis, AmbassadorExtraordinary and Pleni-
potentiaryof the UnitedStatesof Americato the Republicof Panama;
and

The Presidentof the Republicof Panama:
His Excellency Dr. Carlos N. Brin, Minister of Foreign Relationsof the

Republicof Panama;
Who, having communicatedto each other their respectivefull powers,

which have been found to be in good and due form, haveagreed upon the
following:

Article I

In considerationof the obligationsassumedby the Republicof Panama
in the presentConvention,the UnitedStatesof Americaassumesthe responsi-
bility for maintenance,at its expense,of that portion of the Boyd-Roosevelt
Highway which beginsat the southeastpavementedgeof RandolphRoad,near
CocoSolito, Latitude N 90 20’ + 2715.5feet, Longitude W 790 52’ + 5991.72
feet, andwhich endsat the intersectionof the highwaywith the TumbaMuerto
Road, Latitude N 8°59’ + 2383.0 feet, Longitude W 790 32’ + 784.0 feet.
The above limits andthe courseof the highway areshownon the map which
accompaniesthis Conventionandis markedExhibit A.2

Article II
The Republic of Panamaagrees to prevent any encroachmentswhich

might interfere in any way with the safe use or proper maintenanceof the
Boyd-RooseveltHighway within the limits prescribedin Article I of the present
Convention.

1 Came into force on 11 April 1955 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification at Panama,
in accordancewith article XI.t

Seeinsertbetweenpp. 172 and173 of this volume.
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Article III

The Republic of Panamaagreesto assumeany and all liability which may
accrueon accountof damageto or loss of property, or on accountof personal
injury or deatharisingoutof or in connectionwith orresultingfrommaintenance,
within the jurisdiction of the Republic of Panamaof the portion of the Boyd-
RooseveltHighway referredto in Article I of the presentConvention; but
this Article shall not apply to any liability accruingon account of damageto
or lossof propertyutilized by the United Statesof Americain the maintenance
of such portion of the highway,or on accountof the personalinjury or death
of any employeeof the United Statesof Americaengagedin the maintenance
of suchportion of the highway.

Article IV

TheRepublicof Panamaagreesto furnish freeof chargein naturaldeposits,
all stone, gravel, sand,earthor other natural productsdesiredby the United
Statesof Americafor the performanceof the maintenanceresponsibilityassumed
in Article I of the presentConvention,wheresuchdepositsoccuron the public
domain,so long assuchmaterialscannotbe easilyobtainedin the Canal Zone,
and also to arrangefor any easementsthat may be necessaryto gain accessto
such depositsso long as the arrangementsfor these easementsdo not entail
unreasonableexpensesto the Republicof Panama.

Article V

The Republicof Panamaagreesthat thereshallnot be imposedany import
dutiesor taxesof any kind upon any property, equipmentor materialsutilized
by the United Statesof America in the maintenance,within the jurisdiction
of the Republic of Panama,of the portion of the Boyd-RooseveltHighway
referredto in Article I of the presentConvention; andthat thereshall not be
imposed contributions or chargesof a personalcharacterof any kind upon
employeesof the United Statesof Americaengagedin the maintenanceof such
portion of the highway.

Article VI

The Republic of Panamaagreesto provide without cost to the United
Statesof America throughoutthe life of this Conventiona right-of-way which
shall be 100 feet in width from eachside of the center line of the portion of
the Boyd-RooseveltHighway describedin Article I of the presentConvention:
Provided,however, that in areaswhere it is unnecessaryor impracticable in
the opinion of either Governmentto provide a right-of-way of the full width
hereinbeforeprescribed,and in areaswhere it is necessaryand practicablein
the opinion of either Governmentto provide a right-of-way of greaterwidth
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than that hereinbeforeprescribed,the width of the right-of-way shall be as
agreedupon betweenrepresentativesto be designatedby the two Governments:
And providedfurther that this paragraphshallnotapplyto the corridorsreferred
to in Articles III andIV of the ConventionregardingtheColonCorridorsigned
May 24, l9SO.~

Article VII

In considerationof theobligationsassumedby the UnitedStatesof America
in the present Convention, the Republic of Panamaaccords to the United
Statesof Americathe free and unimpededusewithout cost of all public roads
within the jurisdiction of the Republic of Panama,and of the Ancón Cove
Dock, TabogaIsland, and the roadsleading therefrom, including the road to
El Vigia Reservation,subject to the laws and regulationsrelating to vehicular
traffic in force in the Republic of Panama.

Article VIII

The Governmentsof the United Statesof America and the Republic of
Panamashall maintain in a suitablecondition at all timesthosesurfacedroads
which are essentialfor the protectionand securityof the Republic of Panama
and the PanamaCanal and for the maintenanceof which they are respectively
responsible. WhenevereitherGovernmentisunableto performits maintenance
obligations,as undertakenin this Article, the other Governmentwill cooperate
in the making of such repairs as are determinedby the Board constitutedby
Article IX of thepresentConventionto beessentialto the roador roadsinvolved.
Thecost of suchrepairsshallbeborneby the Governmentoriginally responsible
for maintenanceunderthe terms of the presentConvention.

Article IX

There is hereby constituteda Board, to be known as the Joint Highway
Board, consisting of two qualified representativesappointed by each of the
High ContractingParties. It shallbe the responsibility of the Board to advise
the two Governmentsrelative to mattersand problemsarising in connection
with the executionof the provisionsof the presentConvention.

Article X

The provisionsof the presentConventionshall not affect the rights and
obligationsof either of the two High ContractingPartiesunder the treatiesor

1 Seep. 139 of this volume.
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other internationalagreementsnow in force betweenthe two countries,nor be
consideredas a limitation, definition, restriction or restrictive interpretationof
such rights and obligations,but without prejudice to the full force and effect
of any provisions of the presentConvention which constitute addition to,
modification or abrogationof, or substitution for the provisions of previous
treatiesor other internationalagreements.

Article XI

1. ThepresentConventionshall beratified in accordancewith the constitu-
tional methodsof the High ContractingPartiesandshall enterinto forceimme-
diately on the exchangeof instrumentsof ratificationwhich shall take place in
Panama.

2. The presentConvention shall remain in force for twenty years and
thereafterunlessterminatedin accordancewith the provisions of paragraph3
of this Article.

3. Either High ContractingParty may, by giving oneyear’swritten notice
to the other High ContractingParty, terminatethe presentConventionat the
endof the initial twenty-yearperiodor at any time thereafter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Plenipotentiarieshavesigned the presentCon-
vention in duplicatein the English and Spanishlanguages,both texts being
authentic,and havehereuntoaffixed their seals.

DONE at the city of Panamathe 14th clay of September1950.

For~theUnited Statesof America:

Monnett B. DAVIS

[SEAL]

For the Republicof Panama:

Carlos N. BRIN

[SEAL]
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