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No. 3134. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UMTED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE PHILIPPINES RELATING TO EN-
LISTMENT OF PHILIPPINE CITIZENS IN THE UNITED
STATES NAVY. MANILA, 18 NOVEMBER AND 13 DE-
CEMBER 1952 AND 17 FEBRUARY AND 9 MARCH 1953

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No~569
Manila, November 18, 1952

Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to the AgreementBetweenthe United Statesof
Americaandthe Republicof thePhilippines ConcerningMilitary Basessigned
at Manila on March 14, 19472 and, in particular, to Article XXVII thereof
which readsas follows:

“It is mutually agreedthat the United Statesshallhavethe right to
recruit citizensof the Philippines for voluntary enlistmentinto the United
Statesarmed forces for a fixed term of yearsand to train them and to
exercisethe samedegreeof control anddisciplineoverthem as is exercised
in the caseof other membersof the United Statesarmed forces. The
numberof such enlistmentsto be acceptedby the armed forces of the
United Statesmay from time to time be limited by agreementbetween
the two Governments.”

My Governmentis desirousof acceptingfor voluntary enlistment in the
United StatesNavy, for termsof eitherfour (4) or six (6) yearsat the option of
the applicant,not more thanonethousand(1,000)malePhilippine citizensper
calendaryear, eighteen(18) to thirty (30) years of ageinclusive. Those ac-
ceptedfor enlistmentwill be available for assignmentto duty throughoutthe
naval establishment,both ashoreandafloat.

Cameinto force On 13 December1952, in accordancewith the termsof thesaidnotes.
~UnitedNations,TreatySeries, Vol. 43, p. 271; Vol. 68,p. 272; Vol. 185, p. 334, andVol. 213,

p. 370.
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I am authorizedby my Governmentto statethat an acknowledgmentof
the receipt of this note containingYour Excellency’sassurancesthat the pro-
posal mentionedherein is acceptableto Your Excellency’sGovernmentwill be
consideredby my Governmentas constituting an agreementbetweenour two
Governments,which may be terminatedby either party on one year’swritten
notice, andwhich will permit acceptancefor voluntaryenlistment,as indicated
above,of not more than one thousandmale Philippine citizensperyear in the
United States Navy pursuant to Article XXVII of the Military Bases
Agreement. I suggestthat the operatingdetails necessaryto the agreement
be arrangeddirectly betweenthe Commander,United StatesNaval Forces,
Philippines, and the Philippine Departmentof National Defense.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

R. A. SPRUANCE

His ExcellencyJoaquinM. Elizalde
Secretaryof Foreign Affairs
Republic of the Philippines

II

The Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, December13, 1952

Excellency:

I havethe honor to acknowledgereceiptof Your Excellency’snoteNo. 569,
datedNovember 18, 1952, the text of which readsas follows:

[SeenoteI]

In reply, I havethe honor to inform you that, pursuantto Article XXVII
of the Military Bases Agreement,my Governmentagreesthat the United
StatesGovernmentmay accept for voluntary enlistmentin the United States
Navy, for termsof eitherfour (4) or six (6) yearsat the option of the applicant,
not more than one thousand(1,000) male Filipino citizens per calendaryear,
eighteen(18) to thirty (30) yearsof ageinclusive, subjectto the condition that
this agreementmay be terminatedby eitherparty on oneyear’s written notice
to the other. It is the understandingof my Governmentthat the termination

No. 3134



106 United Nations — Treaty Series 1956

of this Agreementat any time as hereinprovidedwill not prejudicethe rights
of qualified recruiteesto extendtheir enlistmentsor to reenlistfor suchperiod
or periods as may be necessaryto entitle them to retirementunder existing
United Stateslaws, if they elect to do so.

In accordancewith the suggestioncontainedtherein, Your Excellency’s
noteandthis reply will be regardedasan Agreementbetweenour two Govern-
ments.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

J.M. ELIZALDE

Secretary

His ExcellencyRaymondA. Spruance
Ambassadorof the UnitedStatesof America
Manila

III

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATESOF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 890

Manila, February17, 1953
Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to Your Excellency’snote datedDecember13,
1952 in reply to my noteNo. 569 of November18, 1952 regardinganagreement
which would permit, pursuantto Article XXVII of the Military BasesAgree-
ment, the voluntary enlistment in the United StatesNavy of one thousand
(1,000) malePhilippine citizens per calendaryear. The last sentenceof the
secondparagraphof Your Excellency’snote readsas follows:

“It is the understandingof my Governmentthat the termination of
this Agreementat any time ashereinprovidedwill not prejudicethe rights
of qualified recruiteesto extend their enlistmentsor to reenlist for such
period or periodsas may be necessaryto entitle themto retirementunder
existing United Stateslaws, if they elect to do so.

No. 3134



108 United Nations — Treaty Series 1956

I havethe honor to inform Your Excellency that my Governmentaccepts
the understandingof Your Excellency’sGovernmentandwill considerthat this
agreemententeredinto force on December13, 1952.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

R. A. SPRUANCE

His ExcellencyJoaquinM. Elizalde
Secretaryof ForeignAffairs
Republicof the Philippines

IV

The Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, March 9, 1953
Excellency:

With referenceto Your Excellency’sNote No. 890 of February 17, 1953,
which wasa reply to mine of December13, 1952,regardingan agreementmade
pursuantto Article XXVII of the Military BasesAgreement permitting the
voluntary enlistmentin the United StatesNavy of one thousand(1,000) male
Philippine citizens percalendaryear, I havethe honor to inform you that my
Governmentalso considersthat said agreemententeredinto force on De-
cember13, 1952.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

J.M. ELIZALDE

Secretary
His ExcellencyRaymondA. Spruance
AmericanAmbassador
Manila
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