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No. 3458. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF PAKISTAN AND THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
REGARDINGRESUMPTIONOFRAIL TRAFFIC. SIGNED
AT KARACHI, ON 15 APRIL 1955

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN PAKISTAN SECRETARIAT OFFICE ON
THE 12th APRIL 1955 AT 11,00 HOURS

PRESENT

Pakistanside

1. Hon’ble Dr. Khan Sahib,
Minister for Communications.

2. Hon’ble Major GeneralIskandarMirza,
Minister for Interior.

3. Mr. S. M. Hasan,
Director GeneralRailways.

4. Mr. MushtaqAhmad,
FinancialAdviserCommunications.

5. Mr. I. A. Abbasi,
ChiefOperatingSupdt.N. W. Railway.

Indian side

1. Hon’ble Mr. Mehr ChandKhanna,
Minister for Rehabilitation.

2. H. E. Mr. C. C. Desai,
Indian High Commissioner.

3. Shri K. B. Mathur,
Member,RailwayBoard.

4. Shri K. P. Mathrani,
Joint Secretary,Ministry of Rehabili-
tation.

5. Shri R. T. Chari,
Deputy High Commissionerfor India.

I. Resumptionofrail traffic via additionalrail links betweenWestPakistanandIndia

It wasagreedthat rail traffic should be restoredon the following routes

(i) Kasur — Ferozepur

(ii) Khokrapar— Munabas

The GeneralManagersof North Western Railway (Pakistan) and Northern
Railway (India) should meet at an early date and work out the details for the
resumption of traffic on theseroutes in conjunction with the representativesof
customsandpolice authorities.The target date for the resumptionof this trafhc
should be the 1st June,1955.

II. Resumftionof throughpassengerservice betweenWestPakistanand India
Is was agreedthat Railways and other departmentsconcernedof the two

countries should work out the details for providing suitable through passenger
servicesbetweenthe following points

Cameinto force on 18 May 1956 by ratification,
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(i) Lahore and Calcutta via Sohararpur;

(ii) Lahore andDelhi;

(iii) Lahore andBombay via Delhi, and

(iv) Hyderabad (Sind) and Ahmedabadvia Khokrapar.

It was further agreedthat every endeavourshould be made to commencethe
through servicebetweenLahore andCalcuttafrom the 1st of June 1955.

III. Resumptionof movementof cross traffic betweenstationsin India on the Eastern
Zonevia the EastPakistanroute

It was agreedto resumethrough booking of this traffic with effect from the
1st of May 1955 in accordancewith the detailsoutlinedin Appendix A. 1

IV. Customsand Policechecks

The Ministers were anxious that a rational system of customsand police
inspection,whichwould substantiallyminimize the inconvenienceanddelayto the
passengers,should be adopted.

It was, therefore,agreedthat

(a) in regard to passengertraffic moving between Amritsar and Lahore, these
examinationsshould be madeat Amritsar and Lahore andnot at intermediate
border points;

(Note: Instructions have already been issuedto the respectiveGeneral Managers
to fix up the details of thesearrangementsin conjunctionwith the Police andCustoms
authorities of the two countries.)

(b) arrangementsfor Police and Customs checkshould be so adjustedon all the
routesthat they arecompleted,as far aspossiblewithin an hour.

V. It was agreedthat all paymentshereafterbetweenthe two railway systems
shouldbe adjustedfrom month to month betweenthe railways concernedandthe
balancespaid up currently. These transactionsshould remain independentof
other Governmentto Governmenttransactionsand should conform to recognised
businessprinciples.

VI. It wasagreedthat the two Governmentsshould ratify thesedecisionsasearly
aspossibleandin any casebeforethe endof April 1955andthat in the meantime,
the railway authoritiesconcernedshouldinitiate action to implementthem in time.

(Signed) Dr. KHAN SAHIB (Signed)MEHR CHAND KHANNA

H. M. Communications H. M. Rehabilitation
(Pakistan) (India)

15/4/55 15/4/55

1 Seep. 30 of this volume.
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APPENDIX A

GoonsTRAFFIC FROM INDIA TO INDIA VIA EASTERN BENGAL RAILWA’~ (PAKISTAN)

(i) The above traffic will be resumedin accordancewith tile conditions mentioned
in the minutes (copy attached)of the meeting held at Calcutta on 4th and 5th April
19551 between the Railway and Customs officials concernedof India and Pakistan.
It is further agreedthat to attract traffic and to enablethe Indian Railways to allocate
regularly an agreed quota of traffic to the above route, the E. B. Railway shall quote
special rates via border station to via border station which will be derived by giving
a specialrebateof 30 % over their existing rates betweenthe borderstations concerned,
with such exception as may be necessaryin the caseof any particular commodity to
conform to what the traffic can bear.

(ii) The cross traffic over the E. B. Railway will be resumed from the 1st May,
1955. As the examination of exceptionsmay take time, the E. B. Railway will quote,
as an immediate measure,special rates on the basis of 30 % reduction mentioned in
(i) above. Exceptions,if any, ‘uJll be made later.

(Signed)Shri K. B. MATHUR
Member Transportation Railway Board

(India)
14/4/55

(Signed)S. M. HASAN
DirectorGeneralRailways

(Pakistan)
14/4/55

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN EASTERN RAILWAY HEADQUARTERS,
CALCUTTA ON 4th AND 5th APRIL, 1955 TO DISCUSS THE FEASIBILITY
OF RESTORATION OF CROSSTRAFFIC ACROSSTHE EASTERN BENGAL
RAILWAY

PRESENT

Pakistan Officials

1. Mr. M. J. Chughtai,
GeneralManager,
EasternBengal Railway.

2. Mr. M. K. Mohiuddin,
Chief Traffic Manager,
EasternBengalRailway.

3. Mr. S. M. Haza,
Financial Adviser & Chief Accounts
Officer,
EasternBengal Railway.

1 Seebelow.

No, 3458

Indian Officials

1. Mr. B. Arora,
GeneralManager,
North EasternRailway.

2. Mr. B. C. Malik,
Director, Rail Movements,
Railway Board.

3. Mr. P. K. Sarkar,
Financial Adviser & Chief Accounts
Officer,
EasternRailway.
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4. Mr. S. M. Abbas, 4. Mr. J. S. Mathur,
Collector of Central Excise & Land Chief OperatingSuperintendent,
Customs. NorthEasternRailway.

5. Mr. S. K. Guha,
Dy. Chief Comml. Supdt.,
NorthEasternRailway.

6. Mr. H. P. SenGupta,
Asst. Collector,Land Customs.

It wasrecognisedthat all the threemodesof transport, viz

(i) All India Link route to and from North Bengal andAssam,

(ii) SteamerroutethroughIndian andPakistanwatersto andfrom North Bengal
and Assam,and

(iii) Routeacrossthe EasternBengalRailway

should be availedof.

In regardto movementby the route acrossthe EasternBengal Railway, the
following agreementswerereached

I. Routesover which cross traffic will be permittedto move through the Eastern
Bengal Railway

(a) Via Darsana-viaChilhati.
(b) Via Darsana-viaMogaihat (goodsto be transhippedat Santahar).

(c) Via Biral-via Mogalhat.
(d) Via Latu-via Darsana
(e) Via Latu-via Biral.

The Indian representativesenquired whether it would be possible for the
Eastern Bengal Railway to move traffic on the Bhurangamari-SonahatSection
so that traffic via Mogalhat can also move directly to Golakganj. The Eastern
Bengal Railway representativesstatedthat a bridgeon this section wasdamaged
during the floods and it will take considerabletime to repair it. If, however,
substantialtraffic was expectedto movethat way, they would considerthe resto-
rationof the Section. The Indian representativesstatedthat mostof Via Mogalhat
traffic could passover this section.

II. Volumeof traffic

1. The Indian representativesroughly estimatedthat the traffic will amount
to
(a) OneBroad Gaugetrain-load a day of about 60 BroadGaugewagonsfrom via

Darsanato via Mogalhat (goodsto be transhippedat Santahar); and

No. 3458
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(b) About 15 BroadGaugewagon loadsa day from via Darsanato via Chilliati,
This traffic is expected to develop to about 30 Broad Gaugewagonsa day as
soon as adequatetranshipment facilities are provided at Haldibari by the
North EasternRailway.

Substantialtraffic is not expectedto materialiseon the otherroutes.

2. All traffic to North Bengaland Assamis at presentplannedand co-ordi-
natedby the Director, Rail Movements,Railway Board, in consultation with the
Governmentsof West Bengal and Assam and other important usersin the area.

This arrangementwill continueand the Director, Rail Movementswill now also
plan for traffic acrossthe EasternBengalRailway andin doingso, will consult the
Chief Traffic Manager,EasternBengalRailway as andwhen necessary.

In allocating the traffic to the threemodes of transport,the EasternBengal
Railway will be allotted a reasonableshareof high-ratedtraffic.

3. The Eastern Bengal Railway representativesenquired what the traffic
in the reversedirection would be. It wasexplainedby the Indian representatives

that even on the North EasternRailway traffic to North Bengal and Assam is
considerablyheavier than return traffic andemptiesare worked to certainpoints
in the reversedirection. The position will substantially be the same in respect
of the new routesvia the EasternBengal Railway. Therewas, however,a possi-
bility of a substantialamountof timber in logs beingofferedin the reversedclirec-
tion if facilities for transhipmentcould be provided at Santahar. The Eastern
Bengal Railway representativespromised to examine this and advisethe North
EasternRailway and the Director, Rail Movementsof the position. There may
also be a possibility of bamboosmoving from the hill sectionvia Latu and Par-
sana.

III. Operatingarrangements

1. The traffic moving via Santaharwill be offered by the Broad Gauge
section in three groups, viz (i) for destinationsbetweenGitaldaha and Alipur-
Duar Jn. inclusive (also Bamanhat), (ii) stations east of Ahipur-Duar Jn., and
(iii) stationsnorth and west of Alipur-Duar Jn. EasternBengal Railway will,
after transhipment, marshal the goods trains in the same three groups before
handingthem over at Lalmanirhat.

2. The EasternBengal Railway will exerciserunning power on the Broad
GaugeSectionfrom the Pakistan-Indiaborder to Haldibari.

3. On the Mogalhat side,North EasternRailway mannedtrainsarerunning
at presentonly up to Mogaihat. With the re-introductionof cross traffic running

No. 3458
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powerswould be exercisedby the North EasternRailway, as in the past, up to
Lalmanirhat.

4. At Haldibari, broad gauge shunting will be performed by the Eastern
Bengal Railway locomotivesoperatedby the EasternBengal Railway crew under
the directionsof Traffic shuntingstaffof theNorth EasternRailway. The charges
for theselocomotivesshall be paid for on an hourly basis.

5. Eastern Bengal Railway are at present maintaining a credit balance
with Indian Railways both on Metre GaugeandBroad Gauge. With the respon-
sibility for finding rolling stockfor carrying crosstraffic they may needto adjList
thesebalancesto someextent. If this is found necessary,theywill give adequate
notice.

IV. Commercialmatters

1. Rates:Class,scheduleand special rates, if any, over the EasternBengal
Railway portionby the variousrouteswill becalculatedby EasternBengalRailway
in terms of Indian currency and communicatedto Easternand North Eastern
Railways who will then issue necessaryforeign rate circulars to their staff.

Except in caseswhere a modification of ratesis found necessaryon account
of a changein the basicratesstructureor in the basisof calculationof suchrates
in termsof Indiancurrency, no changewill be effectedwithout prior consultation.

It was recognisedthat there will be no manipulationof ratesby any party
with aview to altering thebalanceof movementsbetweenthe variousroutes.

2. Booking:All traffic moving acrossthe EasternBengal Railway shall he
bookedfreight pre-paid.

Small traffic, if bookedacrossthe EasternBengal Railway, will be handed
over in sealedwagons.

Arms andammunitionandmilitary storesandequipmentwill not be booked
acrossthe EasternBengalRailway.

3. Claims: The responsibility for claims arising in respectof consignments
will be determinedin termsof the “Fundamentaland SubsidiaryRulesfor inter-
change of traffic betweenIndia and Pakistan” in force from time to time. All
other rules in respectof interchangeof Railway traffic and rolling stocketc. con-
tained in the Fundamentaland SubsidiaryRules will equally apply except that
Note 2 to Rule (7) of AnnexureI will now be treatedascancelled.

4. Documentation:
(a) Separateseries of Invoice Books (of distinctive colour) will be usedby

all stationsin booking such traffic. It will also be arrangedby the Easternand

No. 3458
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North EasternRailways that wagonsare labelledwith distinctive labels. Usual
sealswill be used and any additional seals requiredby the Customs authorities
will also be provided.

The invoice will be preparedin six foils, as follows

(i) Booking StationRecord.
(ii) Railway Receipt.

(iii) Border Station Invoice.
(iv) Invoice for DestinationStation (Through Invoice).

(v) JunctionInvoice.
(vi) AccountsFoil—to be specially forwardedby the forwarding station to the

combined Foreign Traffic Accounts Office, Calcutta. This copy will be
attachedto the Division-Sheet,which will be submittedby the Financial
Adviser & Chief AccountsOfficer, EasternRailway, Calcutta,to the Financial
Adviser & Chief AccountsOfficer, EasternBengal Railway, Chittagong.

(b) Five copies of in-transit manifest for customsrequirementswill also be
preparedby the bookingstation for each invoice. Thesemanifestswill contain
the following particulars

(i) Invoice No.

(ii) Station From.
(iii) Station to.
(iv) Nameof consignor.
(v) Nameof consignee.
(vi) Numberof packages.

(vii) Descriptionof contents.
(viii) Weight.

Four copiesof thesemanifests will be securelypinned to the Junction and
Border Invoicesandsent to the first customsstations.

V. Financial settlement

1. As regardspaymentsto the EasternBengalRailway for carrying the cross
traffic, it wassuggestedby the EasternBengalRailway representativesthat some
special arrangementswill have to be devisedto effect prompt settlement. An
arrangementalreadyexists accordingto which the value of and freight on coal
from India for Pakistanare paid in Indian currencyat Calcuttaout of an irre-
vocable credit placedwith aBank at Calcuttaby the PakistanGovernment. On
the samelines the Indian Railwayswill placean irrevocablerevolving creditwith
a bank at Chittagongin favour of the EasternBengal Railway andauthorisethe
EasternBengal Railway eachmonth to drawupon this credit for its dues.

No. 3458
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The amount of this irrevocablecredit in the initial stagemay be fixed at
Rupeesthreelakhs, subject to modification on periodicalreview in the light of
traffic actually carried, the underlying principle being that this credit shouldnot
be less than the freight earnedby the EasternBengalRailway during any month.

2. The Easternand North EasternRailways will submit crosstraffic Divi-
sion sheetsto the EasternBengalRailway threetimes amonth andan authority
of payment will accompanythe last Division Sheetfor the month and on this
authority the EasternBengal Railway will draw upon the credit openedby the
Indian Railways in the bank at Chittagong.

3. Any discrepanciesdetected either by the Financial Adviser & Chief
AccountsOfficer of the EasternBengal Railway or the Financial Adviser & Chief
AccountsOfficer of Eastern/NorthEasternRailways on check of theseDivision
Sheets/Invoiceswill be communicatedto the FinancialAdviser & Chief Accounts
Officer concernedfor acceptance. On communication of this acceptance,tile
adjustment will be made by the Financial Adviser & Chief Accounts Officer,
Eastern/North EasternRailway in the accountto be submitted in the month
following.

VI. Customsprocedure

1. Throughwagonswill be scaledby the Indian Customsat the last Customs-
sealingstation in India and by the PakistanCustomsat the first Customsstation
in Pakistan. Sealswill beliable to be checkedat any CustomsStationon the in-
transit route. If sealsare found brokenat any time wagonswill be detainedand
acompleteinventory of the goodstakenin the presenceof Railway andCustoms
representatives. In any case, the CustomsOfficer in charge of the last Customs
Stationsenroute in Pakistanwill verify thesealsandcertify that they areintact.

2. At the station of entry in Pakistan, in the caseof all trainscarrying in-
transit cargo, the railway guard will presentto the Customsofficer copiesof the
manifestsreferredto in para.IV. 4. (b). Thesewill serveas in-transit manifests.
The CustomsOfficer will retain onecopy andreturn the other copy duly stamped
to theguard for presentationto the CustomsOfficer at the station of exit. These
two copieswill be forwardedby the CustomsOfficers of the stationsof entry and
exit to the Land CustomsAudit Departmentfor check. No other customsdocu-
mentswill be requiredby the PakistanCustoms.

3. Similarly two copiesof the in-transit manifestswill also be presentedto
the Indian CustomsStationsof Exit. The Indian CustomsOfficer will retain one
copy, stamp the other, put the stampedcopiesin a sealedcoverand hand over
this sealedcoverto the train’s guardfor onwardtransmissionthroughthe Eastern

No. 3458



42 United_Nations—TreatySeries 1956

Bengal Railway to the Indian CustomsStation at the point of entry. No other
documentswill be requiredby the Indian Customs.

4. In the caseof goodsto be transhippedin Pakistanfrom broad-gaugeto
metre gaugeand vice versa, the wagons will be sealedby the Indian and the
PakistanCustomsto beginwith, but thesesealswill be brokenby PakistanCustoms
at the transhipmentstation viz. Santahar. A register will be maintained by
the EasternBengal Railway at this station, in which particularsof goodstran-
shippedwith the Nos. of wagonswill be entered. The CustomsOfficer will attest
this register after every transhipmentoperation,and preparetwo copies for his
own records. Transhipment will be done under Customs supervision. The
Railway officials at Santaharwill arrangewith the Customsfor the postingof the
requirednumberof officers. Onecopy of the transhipmentrecordwill be sentby
the local Customsin weekly batchesto the Land CustomsAudit Departmentfor
checkwith the in-transit manifests.

5. In caseof any discrepanciesnoticed in transhipmentcargo, intimation
will be sentby the CustomsOfficer, Santaharto the Indian Customsofficersof time
two stationsof exit and entry. The EasternBengal Railway will also sendan
intimation to the Indian Railway concerned. Goods will not be detained on
accountof suchdiscrepancies,unless prohibited goodslike gold or silver bullion,
opium and dangerousdrugs or arms and ammunitionare found to be carried.
Indian Customssealswill not be brokenexcept in the eventof information being
receivedby PakistanCustomsthat such prohibited goodsare being carried in a
particularconsignment,providedfurther that the sealscanbe brokenin suchcases
only under the orders of an officer not below the rank of an AssistantCollector,
who will report the caseto the Collector of Central Exciseand Land Customs,
Chittagong.

6. In order to avoid the Indian and PakistanCustomshaving to dealwith
individual consignors and consigneesof goods which may involve delay, the
Indian Railwayswill act as the agentsof the ownersof the goodsfor thein-transit
formalities, and at the time of booking of goodswill take a declarationfrom the
owner authorisingthem to act as his agentsfor this purposeandindemnifyingthe
Railway against penaltiesimposedby the Customsauthoritiesof eithercountry
on account of contraventionof Customsand allied laws and regulations. This
declarationmay be in suchform as the legaladvisersof the Railwaysmay recom-
mend.

7. The Indian Railways may deputean officer at Santaharto act as their
agentfor assistingthePakistanCustomsandRailway staff in the quick movement
of goods, specially in the event of any discrepanciesdetected. This will also
assistin the disposalof claims that may ariseon this account.
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VII. Ratification

The agreementsrecordedabove are subject to ratificationby the respective
Governments.

M. J. CHUGHTAI B. ARORA
GeneralManager General Manager

EasternBengal Railway North EasternRailway
5th April, 1955 5th April, 1955

S. M. ABBA5 H. P. SEN GUPTA
Collector of CentralExcise Asst. Collector

& Land Customs, RepresentingCollectorof CentralExcise
Chittagong & Land Customs,

5th April, 1955 Calcutta
5th April, 1955
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